Lesson – 3                                              April 20, 2013                              Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 3 A Holy and Just God (Joel) 
Read for your study:  Joel 1, 2:28-29, Acts 2:1-21, Joel 2:31-32, Rom. 10:13, Matt. 10:28-31.
Memory Text: “The Lord thunders at the head of his army; his forces are beyond number, and mighty are those who obey his command. The day of the Lord is great; it is dreadful. Who can endure it?” (Joel 2:11, NIV).
Introduction: 
One can hear them pattering like raindrops as they hop among the flower beds. The grasshoppers did not eat the plants; however, they seemed to exist on the abundant pollen of the Zinnias and other flowers. These grasshoppers seemed friendly little creatures. 

The grasshoppers the Prophet Joel spoke about were not so friendly, however. They did not live on flower pollen – they devoured the landscape, the entire vegetation. 

Joel’s name means “the Lord is God” and he is the son of Pethuel. Because he speaks so much about the temple, Mount Zion, Jerusalem, and Judah, we assume he lived in or near Jerusalem. It is difficult to accurately date the book. Some scholars suggest it may have been written during the short reign of Josiah in the 7 century B.C. Ancient Jewish scholars writing in the Babylonian Talmud believed that Joel was written after the Babylonian captivity by one of the great scribes of the Great Assembly following the days of Ezra. (Babylonian Talmud, tract Baba Bathra) The 7 century B.C. date is most likely. Josiah came to power soon after the disastrous reign of Manasseh. Let us dive into our study with this background! 
A National Disaster: 
Question: What was happening in the land of Judah? 
Prophet Joel, who lived in an agricultural society, discovers that a natural disaster in the form of a devastating locust plague apparently consumed almost everything in the land of Palestine. (Joel 1:1-7) Joel suggested that the plague had come because the people had turned away from God. (The locusts he mentions in 1:4; 2:25 are best understood as real insects, not as allegorical representations of the Babylonians, Medo-Persians, Greeks and Romans, as held by some interpreters.) 
Question: How does that help us to understand what is happening to Judah? Of what is the Lord reminding his people through the locust plague and drought? Deuteronomy 28:38
In the plague of locusts, Joel expresses total devastation of the dietary food in the entire land of Israel and it became worse by drought. Wheat and barley are the most important grains in Palestine. Vines and fig trees in the Bible symbolize peaceful living with abundance of God’s blessings in the Promised Land (1 Kings 4:25, Mic. 4:4, Zech. 3:10). When these are gone, it seems that God’s divine judgement has befallen on them. 
In Deut. 28:38, in his last words to Israel before they entered the land of Canaan, the Lord, through Moses, promised blessings if they would keep the law-covenant and threatened curses if they broke it. Now the threat is being carried out – the Lord means what he says! The Lord is exceedingly angry with his people. 
Blow the Trumpet: 

Question: What invitation did the Lord extend to his people through Joel? Confronted with this crisis, he calls on everyone to repent: old and young (1:2–3), drunkards (1:5), farmers (1:11) and priests (1:13). Life has come to a stop because of the loss of the crops, including the services in the temple, which were dependent on grain and other produce given as offerings (see verse 9). He urges the spiritual leaders to call a nationwide day of prayer and fasting so that the people can search deep within their hearts, renounce their sins, and return to their God. In this way they will come out of the experience with a renewed trust in God’s love and justice. In the end, this disaster might lead the believers into a deeper relationship with their Lord. He describes the locusts as the Lord’s army and sees in their coming a reminder that the day of the Lord is near. 
Question: What invitation did the Lord extend to the Israelites in 2 Chronicles 7:13-14, “If the believers humble themselves, repent and turn from their evil ways, the Lord will forgive them and heal their land” In the days of Moses near the end of their wanderings in the desert, the people were attacked by snakes. (Numbers 21:6) But, notice the explanation that Moses gave in Deuteronomy 8:15.
Question: Do such curses connected with the Sinai law covenant apply to God’s New Testament people? (Galatians 3:10-14) Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law so that by faith we may receive the promise of a Savior! We are no longer subject to the curses of the law. 

The Gift of God’s Spirit: 
Question: What has God promised to give if His people will repent or turn away from evil? Joel sees more than a phenomenon of nature. Ancient Israel did not view the world as one of natural cause and effect as we do today. Whatever happened was directly God’s doing. Commenting on this Eric C. Rust says, “Hebrew theology saw God as the ground of all life and its manifold experiences. It tended to ignore secondary causes and lead everything directly back to God, a somewhat natural tendency in all religious faith that is conscious of absolute dependence upon a creator.” Layman’s Bible Commentary, Vol. 6 (Atlanta: John Knox Press, 1982), p. 44 

Thus, Joel sees in the locust invasion a national crisis that represents a spiritual crisis – a clear warning of the coming day of the Lord. The Prophet called for God’s people to put on sackcloth, fast, and repent, for the day of the Lord was approaching. Even the priests were to remove their liturgical garments and clothe themselves in the ancient symbols of mourning. 

The day of the Lord is a major theme of Old Testament prophecy. Thirteen of the sixteen prophets address this subject. The concept of the day of the Lord probably originated with the conquest of Canaan—a conquest which was in fact the Lord’s war (see Deut. 1:30; 3:22; Josh. 5:13-15; 6:2); that is, a day of judgment for the wicked Canaanites (see Lev. 18:25; Deut. 9:4, 5).

However, the day of the Lord is not just a day of wrath and judgment on the disobedient. In some contexts, it also includes deliverance and restoration for the righteous. The day of the Lord speaks not only of future judgment, but of future hope, prosperity, and blessing. 

Ellen G. White tells us about these blessings saying, “In immediate connection with the scenes of the great day of God, the Lord by the prophet Joel has promised a special manifestation of His Spirit. Joel 2:28. This prophecy received a partial fulfillment in the outpouring of the Spirit on the Day of Pentecost; but it will reach its full accomplishment in the manifestation of divine grace which will attend the closing work of the gospel.—Ellen G. White, The Great Controversy, p. 11.  
In the immediate context of Joel, repentance will be followed by a great outpouring of God’s Spirit, says the author. This will bring a wonderful renewal. Instead of destruction, God’s gift of blessings will follow. The Lord reassures His people that His creation will be restored and the nation delivered from oppressors. 
Proclaiming God’s Name: 
Joel “has seen the horror of the locust, and discerned in that event the spectre of the coming day of the Lord…. It is a sign of his walk with God that he can perceive the divine word in the events around him. And it is a sign of his profoundest hope that, when faced with disaster, he spontaneously cries out to God.” – Peter C. Craigie, Twelve Prophets, Vol. 1: Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, and Jonah (Philadelphia: The Westminster Press, 1984), p. 96
Question: What does it mean to “call on the name of the Lord”? (Joel 2:32; Acts 2:21; Romans 10:13) 
The expression to “call on the name of the Lord” does not only mean to call oneself a follower of the Lord and to claim His promises. It also can mean to proclaim God’s name; that is, to be a witness to others about the Lord and what He has done for the world. 
Abraham built altars and proclaimed God’s name in the land of Canaan (Gen. 12:8). To Moses on Mount Sinai, God proclaimed His goodness and grace (Exod. 33:19, 34:5). The psalmist calls on the faithful to give thanks to God and call on His name by making known to the nations what He has done (Ps. 105:1). 

Thus, to proclaim the Lord’s name means both to be messengers of the glad tidings that God still rules the world, and also to call on the people of the world to view everything in the context of God’s deeds and character. It also means to tell everyone about God’s generous gift of salvation that is offered to every human being. Thus, the day of the Lord is not just a day of terror and destruction for the wicked but a day of deliverance for the righteous. 
Question: Will the day of the Lord be a terrible day for everyone? If the day of the Lord is a reference to the second coming, Isaiah 25:9 suggests that the righteous will look up and praise God that He is coming back while the wicked are described in Revelation 6:16,17 as crying for the rocks and hills to fall upon them.

The Refuge in Times of Trouble: 

The words of Joel 3:16 may make an unrepentant tremble but it will bring joy and hope to the repentant and faithful. Joel speaks of the day of the Lord in two ways. He portrays it as a time of doom and destruction for Israel’s enemies and deliverance for Israel. Yet at the same time he declares it to also be an occasion of destruction for those in Israel who have hardened their hearts against Him. 
How is our faith and hope in Jesus Christ, even during the times of trouble and calamity? The Lord is our refuge and our stronghold. We will not be harmed because of God’s promise. We look to this day with hope and joy. 

The Lord sustains those persons who persevere in faith, says the author. The book of Joel ends with a vision of a transformed world where a river flows in the midst of the New Jerusalem and God’s forgiven people are in the presence of the eternal God. (Joel 3:18-21). 
God is our refuge in times of trouble! We must feel the need of a Saviour. God is gracious, compassionate, and slow to anger, abounding in love. We should have no fear in coming to God with our confession and repentance, asking for forgiveness and strength to turn from our ways. Sin is sin, even though our human minds like to categorize some as worse than others. God forgives all sin confessed with a repentant heart. He will relent from sending his calamity. We must walk in the Spirit. Jesus has promised His abiding presence through the Holy Spirit who dwells in the hearts of His faithful people. 
Ellen G. White admonishes us saying, “We must know our real condition, or we shall not feel our need of Christ’s help. We must understand our danger, or we shall not flee to the refuge. We must feel the pain of our wounds, or we should not desire healing.” – Ellen G. White, Christ’s Object Lesson, p. 158. 
God has promised in Psalm 50:15 “Call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you and you will honor me.”
So, what kind of a relationship do you personally have with God? Are you sure that the day of the Lord will be a day of rejoicing for you? Or, will it be a day of terror? 

God Bless You!!!
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