Lesson – 3                                       January 17, 2015                                    Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 3 A Matter of Life and Death (Qtr. 1, 2015)
Read for your study: - Matt. 5:21-30; Prov. 6: 21-31; 7:2-27
Memory Text: - “For the commandment is a lamp, and the law a light; reproofs of instruction are the way of life”. (Proverbs 6:23) 
Introduction: - A young mind is like an open field, hard to see the far-reaching effects of its choices, both good and bad. But in the course of our life journey as we grow older, we can trace the impact of not only our own choices, but of all those we have come to know in our lifetime. This is why one recognizes that wisdom comes with gray hair.  
God is Omniscient and Supreme Eternal Being. We can’t but help recognize His eternal wisdom, knowledge and guidance in life. And with Solomon as His spokesperson, we encounter words of wisdom, language and poetry that convince us that life and death matters with the decisions we may make every day.  
Almost every parent or Father has pressed upon their beloved son or daughter the urgency of making right choices. But our heavenly Father sees beyond this that life in heaven with Him is truly a matter of our life or death. 

In Proverbs 6 Solomon is giving words of wisdom to his son here in this passage. He gives practical advice and wise warning concerning several important areas in a young person’s life. Let us dive into our lesson study and learn more! 
The Law in Our Life: - One primary family issue addressed by Proverbs is that of parental responsibility. It is the duty of parents to instruct children to keep the law. The parents’ words of wisdom serve as a continual reminder to the children of the law and righteousness (Prov. 6:20-23; 1:8-9). Through parental instruction, children gain wisdom that they retain throughout their lifetime (Prov. 4:1-5; 22:6). 
In Proverbs many images are used in relation to the law. Two interesting texts are mentioned in the passage of Proverbs for us to study:

· “Bind them [the law] continually upon your heart; tie them around your neck.” Proverbs 6:21 NKJV
· “Bind them [my commands] on your fingers; Write them on the tablet of your heart.”  Proverbs 7:3 NKJV
In Proverbs the heart represents the seat of emotions and thoughts. The writer of Proverbs is telling us that we should always have a close connection with the law.  

In ancient times, precious belongings were tied around their necks for safekeeping. And binding the law on their fingers indicates that doing the law is just as important as thinking about or agreeing with the law. Having it in our hearts will show by the thoughts in our head (binding it on the neck) and by the actions of our hands (binding it on the fingers). 
Parental instruction then serves as a combatant to evil. Children are continually reminded of their parents’ good doctrine (Prov. 4:1-5). Consequently, children gain a respect for the wisdom of the elderly (Prov. 20:29) and learn appreciation for the safety found in wise counsel (Prov. 11:14). Children who live according to their parental instruction eventually become wise themselves. They willingly receive rebuke, correction, and instruction (Prov. 15:5; 13:1). 

Light and Life: - In Hebrew thought, there is a close connection of light with the law, as contained in God’s word. Psalm 119:105 says, “Your word is a lamp to my feet, and a light to my path.” (NKJV)  In Proverbs 6:23 we read, “For the commandment is a lamp, and the law a light; reproofs of instruction are a way of life”. And in the New Testament we associate light and life with Jesus who said, “…I am the light of the world, he that follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life.” John 8:12 
Just as a lamp lights up our way for us to walk straight without stumbling, God’s law lights up our minds to make right choice when facing dark times in life. 

Fighting Temptations: - The purpose of the law is to keep us from falling into sin. It serves like a mirror and shows us our sins. Without law we would not know sin. 

Satan seduces us like this woman in this passage (Prov. 6:24) and allures us with every conceivable attraction that he can dream of to tempt us to sin. But a full commitment to God’s law can protect us from falling into Satan’s traps: 
1. An appeal to our desires. 

2. An assurance that there is no danger. God’s law is not negotiable. 
You Shall Not Steal: - Is it possible that when we violate one of God’s commandments and recognize that we are out of compliance, then it is easier to sin in another way? 

The author of proverbs starts talking about stealing right after his warning about adultery. The reason is that there is a strong relationship between the two that shows how disobedience to one commandment can affect our obedience to the others.

We can easily see the similarities of adultery and stealing. Adultery always involves to stealing someone’s spouse. And of course, lying ultimately is also evident in cases of adultery. It’s understandable why Solomon warns so much about adultery. 
Notice these words from Ellen G. White, “The strongest bulwark of vice in our world is not the iniquitous life of the abandoned sinner or the degraded outcast; it is that life which otherwise appears virtuous, honorable, and noble, but in which one sin is fostered, one vice indulged. . . . He who, endowed with high conceptions of life and truth and honor, does yet willfully transgress one precept of God’s holy law, has perverted his noble gifts into a lure to sin.—Ellen G. White, Education, p. 150.2; MB 94.2-95.1.
“Thou shalt not commit adultery.” This commandment forbids not only acts of impurity, but sensual thoughts and desires, or any practice that tends to excite them. . . . Christ, who taught the far-reaching obligation of the law of God, declared the evil thought or look to be as truly sin as is the unlawful deed. — Ellen G. White, Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 308.
The Threat of Death: - Many do not think of death when they sin because their mind is already clouded with evil thoughts. But Solomon has put sin in its right perspective. Paul understood it and thus wrote, “The wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23). 

Commenting on sin, Ellen G. White writes, “The righteousness of Christ will not cover one cherished sin.” (Christ’s Object Lessons 316.2) 

“If one sin is cherished in the soul, or one wrong practice retained in the life, the whole being is contaminated. The man becomes an instrument of unrighteousness.” (Desire of Ages 313.1)
“Even one wrong trait of character, one sinful desire cherished, will eventually neutralize all the power of the gospel. The prevalence of a sinful desire shows the delusion of the soul. Every indulgence of that desire strengthens the soul’s aversion to God. The pains of duty and the pleasures of sin are the cords with which Satan binds men in his snares. Those who would rather die than perform a wrong act are the only ones who will be found faithful. (5 Testimonies 53.2 See also Steps to Christ 34.1.)

“Satan offers to men the kingdoms of the world if they will yield to him the supremacy. Many do this and sacrifice heaven. It is better to die than to sin; better to want than to defraud; better to hunger than to lie. Let all who are tempted meet Satan with these words: “Blessed is everyone that feareth the Lord; that walketh in His ways. For thou shalt eat the labor of thine hands: happy shalt thou be, and it shall be well with thee.” Here is a condition and a promise which will be unmistakably realized. Happiness and prosperity will be the result of serving the Lord.—Ellen G. White, Testimonies for the Church, vol. 4, p. 495.1; CC 119.6; LDE 142.2. 
“Christians should all know that our continual focus of attention should be on Jesus Christ. Focusing on one’s sins is a deadly trap because by beholding we become changed. (GC 555; 2 Corinthians 3:18) In whatever form it takes, sin must be avoided! 

As parents, do we clearly live out God’s principles before our children? Parents must live exemplary lives in order to be good examples to their children. God’s law is described as a lamp, a light, and a way of life. (Proverbs 4:23) How does God create a clean heart within us? (Psalm 51:10; Jeremiah 31:31-34)
The Adult Teachers Sabbath School Bible Study Guide, page 38 says: Putting a clean heart within us is a miracle of God’s creative power (Ps. 51:10). To receive it, we must acknowledge our weakness and accept the forgiveness and moral cleansing that God offers through Jesus Christ (Psalm 51, Jer. 31:34, 1 John 1:7-9). God transforms us, making us new people through His Holy Spirit (John 3:3-8, Titus 3:4-7). 
God declares that the consequence of our sinning will be death. He wants us to be fully aware of the serious nature of our actions. 

We must therefore see the law as:
· written on our hearts (must obey it out of love)
· the guide of all our decisions in life
· the giver of life (a more fulfilling, abundant life)
· a means to fight temptation (our defense and protection from sin)
· designed to be kept in its entirety, not just parts and bits of it.
· seen for its ability to give life or death (depending on our commitment to God)

God Bless You!!!

1

