Lesson – 3 (Qtr. 1, 2016)               January 16, 2016                            Gladwin Mathews 


Lesson – 3 Global Rebellion and the Patriarchs 
Read for your study: -  Gen. 4:1-15; 3:9-10; 4:9; 6:1-13; Ps. 51:1; Gen. 22:1-19; 28:12-15.

Memory Text: - Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have spoken to you'" (Genesis 28:15, NKJV).

Introduction: - In our previous lessons we saw how the relationships were tainted and broken in heaven due to jealousy and pride. And later it was evident also during Adam and Eve’s fall in the garden. All this trouble came upon us because of two factors: pride and jealousy. And now we have this burning desire within us to know where God is during these times when sin has almost engulfed our entire world in its control. Is God still in control? Does He still care and come after us? 

Yes, this promise of God, spoken to Jacob and recorded in Genesis 28:15 is still there as He promised to his forefathers, Abraham and Isaac. God is still in control and He assures us through this promise!  This week we will study about the great controversy and its role as it played out in the lives of Abel, Noah, Abraham, Jacob, and Joseph. How did God uphold them in those times of unbelievable trials? Let us dive into our study and learn! 
Cain and Abel: - As soon as Cain was born to Eve she thought that the Lord had given them the Deliverer promised to them in Genesis 3:15. Then she gave birth to Abel. The Scripture tells us that ‘Abel kept flocks, and Cain worked the soil.’ (Gen.4:2) So we find here that there was already a difference between the two brothers as they chose their professions. 

A day of worship came and both brought their choicest offering to the Lord. But the Lord accepted the offering of Abel as it represented the ‘Lamb of God’ which was to be sacrificed one day for the remission of sin. Pride and jealousy takes its root again and this time in the heart of Cain who then murders his brother Abel and the controversy continues. 
Adam and Eve lost both their sons on the same day: Abel was killed and the Cain was to leave his home and family forever as ‘fugitive and a vagabond.’ (Gen.4:11-15) 
What was the difference in the responses of Adam and Cain after they had disobeyed God? 

The Flood: - The evil that resulted because of the controversy, began to grow rapidly so much so that the Scripture tells us that ‘The Lord saw how great man’s wickedness on the earth had become, and that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time…So the LORD said, “I will wipe mankind, whom I have created, from the face of the earth—men and animals, and creatures that move along the ground, and birds of the air—for I am grieved that I have made them.” Genesis 6: 5-7. God decided to put an end to this and start all over again. “But Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord.” Genesis 6:8 

In this new start through the flood, we find that God partially reversed the special acts of creation and brought the earth to its original state toward being “formless and empty” Gen. 1:2. 

If one has to make something new from the original, something has to be separated from it because it is not good anymore! So first of all, God separates Noah from the rest of the wicked people whose every thought was evil, corrupt, and violent. He then separates out a small group of people, birds, and animals and directs Noah to take care of them from the disaster that was coming. He instructs Noah to build a huge boat and put all of them in it. Noah followed these instructions faithfully and also preached to the others about the coming flood!

Though God destroyed the world with the flood, but it must be noted that the sinful generation was already in process of destroying itself by sin! 

Did the flood teach mankind about the great controversy between Christ and Satan? 

Abraham: - After the flood as the family of Noah began to grow in numbers, Abraham was the next faithful believer to convey God’s plan of salvation through his powerful test of faith. 
Though he grew up in idolatry, yet clung to the promise of God that He would someday make him a great nation that would bless all the earth. This promise was miraculously fulfilled when Sarah, his wife, bore him Isaac, his only son in her old age. 
Why did God call Abraham from his home in Ur/Haran to separate him from his idolatrous relatives? As Abraham spent time in Haran and later in Canaan, he convinced a large number of people to join his entourage and become faithful servants of God.

“God called Abraham to be a teacher of His word, He chose him to be the father of a great nation, because He saw that Abraham would instruct his children and his household in the principles of God’s law. [Genesis 26:5] And that which gave power to Abraham’s teaching was the influence of his own life. His great household consisted of more than a thousand souls, many of them heads of families, and not a few but newly converted from heathenism. Such a household required a firm hand at the helm. No weak, vacillating methods would suffice. Of Abraham God said, “I know him, that he will command his children and his household after him.” Genesis 18:19. Yet his authority was exercised with such wisdom and tenderness that hearts were won. The testimony of the divine Watcher is, “They shall keep the way of the Lord, to do justice and judgment.” Genesis 18:19. And Abraham’s influence extended beyond his own household. Wherever he pitched his tent, he set up beside it the altar for sacrifice and worship. When the tent was removed, the altar remained; and many a roving Canaanite, whose knowledge of God had been gained from the life of Abraham His servant, tarried at that altar to offer sacrifice to Jehovah.—Ellen G. White, Education 187.2. 
As Isaac grew a little older, God made a very unreasonable request to Abraham that he should offer Isaac as a sacrifice to God, in place of an animal. It broke Abraham’s heart but reluctantly prepared to obey God and fulfill His request. As he raised his hand to bring down the knife on his son, God spoke again to him and told him not to harm the child. God was pleased with Abraham’s faithfulness that He provided a lamb for the sacrifice. 
Why did God put Abraham through the test and asked him to offer his son as a sacrifice? 

It was to impress Abraham’s mind with the reality of the gospel, as well as to test his faith, that God commanded him to slay his son. The agony which he endured during the dark days of that fearful trial was permitted that he might understand from his own experience something of the greatness of the sacrifice made by the infinite God for man’s redemption. No other test could have caused Abraham such torture of soul as did the offering of his son. God gave His Son to a death of agony and shame. The angels who witnessed the humiliation and soul anguish of the Son of God were not permitted to interpose, as in the case of Isaac. There was no voice to cry, “It is enough.” To save the fallen race, the King of glory yielded up His life. What stronger proof can be given of the infinite compassion and love of God? “He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?” Romans 8:32. 

The sacrifice required of Abraham was not alone for his own good, nor solely for the benefit of succeeding generations; but it was also for the instruction of the sinless intelligences of heaven and of other worlds. The field of the controversy between Christ and Satan–the field on which the plan of redemption is wrought out–is the lesson book of the universe. Because Abraham had shown a lack of faith in God’s promises, Satan had accused him before the angels and before God of having failed to comply with the conditions of the covenant, and as unworthy of its blessings. God desired to prove the loyalty of His servant before all heaven, to demonstrate that nothing less than perfect obedience can be accepted, and to open more fully before them the plan of salvation. Heavenly beings were witnesses of the scene as the faith of Abraham and the submission of Isaac were tested. The trial was far more severe than that which had been brought upon Adam. Compliance with the prohibition laid upon our first parents involved no suffering, but the command to Abraham demanded the most agonizing sacrifice. All heaven beheld with wonder and admiration Abraham’s unfaltering obedience. All heaven applauded his fidelity. Satan’s accusations were shown to be false. God declared to His servant, “Now I know that thou fearest God [notwithstandingSatan’s charges], seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from Me.” God’s covenant, confirmed to Abraham by an oath before the intelligences of other worlds, testified that obedience will be rewarded. —Ellen G. White, Patriarchs and Prophets, pp. 154.2-155.2. 

How is our faith if put to a similar test of faith? Do we pray for such faith? 

Jacob and Esau: - The controversy between good and evil, between God’s purposes and individual rebellion continued in the sad story of Jacob and Esau. Jacob wanted to do his best to serve God. Esau on the other hand seemed to live only for himself. Jacob with the help of his mother managed to deceive his father Isaac, and took the birthright blessing which as customary in antiquity was for the first born son. 
Esau hated Jacob and wanted to kill him. Jacob was forced to flee to his uncle Laban’s house on the recommendation of his mother Rebecca. 

Fleeing through the desert, Jacob was forced to sleep on the ground with a stone as his pillow. Then, he received that vision from God, giving him the same promise that had been given to Abraham and Isaac before him. The entire land was to be given to his descendants. God promised to continue to be with Jacob. 

Jacob goes on to live a life of faithful, honest service to God. However, another danger still loomed on Jacob. He was terrified of encountering his brother Esau when he and his family planned to return in Canaan. He knew how much Esau hated him twenty years before. 
How were these controversies resolved? God intervened twice, first by sending Laban a dream, (Gen. 31:24) which caused him to relent and allow Jacob to continue his journey and then in person, to wrestle with Jacob and cripple him (Gen. 32:24-30). The sight of Jacob walking with a walking stick could have impressed Esau that Jacob posed no threat. Also the gifts sent ahead and the way Jacob spoke to Esau melted Esau’s heart. 
What lessons can we draw from the story of Jacob and Esau? Why does God sometimes allow easy way like a ladder and other times cause us to struggle through trials and persecutions, wrestling and fighting on our own? 

Joseph and His Brothers: - The narrative in Genesis 37 tells us of a great animosity that developed between Joseph and his family. The result of this animosity made Joseph go through many trials and hardships and finally ended up in Egypt as a slave. Then soon after, he rose to a position of importance only to find himself unfairly accused by Potipher’s wife and thrown into prison. After years there, he succeeded in interpreting the dreams of the butler and the baker and then, Pharaoh himself to become the prime minister of Egypt. 
How did Joseph endure all the hardships and loneliness? How was he strengthened by his trials? Speaking about Joseph’s experience, Ellen G. White writes, “Meanwhile, Joseph with his captors was on the way to Egypt. As the caravan journeyed southward toward the borders of Canaan, the boy could discern in the distance the hills among which lay his father’s tents. Bitterly he wept at thought of that loving father in his loneliness and affliction. Again the scene at Dothan came up before him. He saw his angry brothers and felt their fierce glances bent upon him. The stinging, insulting words that had met his agonized entreaties were ringing in his ears. With a trembling heart he looked forward to the future. What a change in situation–from the tenderly cherished son to the despised and helpless slave! Alone and friendless, what would be his lot in the strange land to which he was going? For a time Joseph gave himself up to uncontrolled grief and terror. 

But, in the providence of God, even this experience was to be a blessing to him. He had learned in a few hours that which years might not otherwise have taught him. His father, strong and tender as his love had been, had done him wrong by his partiality and indulgence. This unwise preference had angered his brothers and provoked them to the cruel deed that had separated him from his home. Its effects were manifest also in his own character. Faults had been encouraged that were now to be corrected. He was becoming self-sufficient and exacting. Accustomed to the tenderness of his father’s care, he felt that he was unprepared to cope with the difficulties before him, in the bitter, uncared-for life of a stranger and a slave.
Then his thoughts turned to his father’s God. In his childhood he had been taught to love and fear Him. Often in his father’s tent he had listened to the story of the vision that Jacob saw as he fled from his home an exile and a fugitive. He had been told of the Lord’s promises to Jacob, and how they had been fulfilled–how, in the hour of need, the angels of God had come [214] to instruct, comfort, and protect him. And he had learned of the love of God in providing for men a Redeemer. Now all these precious lessons came vividly before him. Joseph believed that the God of his fathers would be his God. He then and there gave himself fully to the Lord, and he prayed that the Keeper of Israel would be with him in the land of his exile. His soul thrilled with the high resolve to prove himself true to God–under all circumstances to act as became a subject of the King of heaven. He would serve the Lord with undivided heart; he would meet the trials of his lot with fortitude and perform every duty with fidelity. One day’s experience had been the turning point in Joseph’s life. Its terrible calamity had transformed him from a petted child to a man, thoughtful, courageous, and self-possessed.—Ellen G. White, Patriarchs and Prophets, pp. 213.1-214.1.
How many of us have been treated unfairly? And how do we respond as Joseph did, when being treated unfairly by friends or even family members or employers? 

Do you see God at work in the great controversy in your own life or the lives of those around you? How much worse could things become? Do we have faith enough to face any kind of controversy coming our way? 

May the Lord strengthen us to face them in faith and with God’s promises! 
God Bless You!!!
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