Lesson – 3 (Qtr – 2, April 21, 2018)                                                              GladAdventMinistries


Lesson – 3 (Qtr – 2, 2018) Jesus and the Book of Revelation
Introduction: - The book of Revelation is a book full of symbolism, mysterious creatures, and many references tied to the Old Testament and is parallel to the book of Daniel that offers a historical – prophetic reading, concentrating on the end times. More than in the book of Daniel, Revelation presents Jesus as Savior, Lord of history, God and soon to return King. And more than any other Biblical text Revelation represents Jesus functioning as King and Priest in the Heavenly Sanctuary. It gives us the revelation from Jesus and the revelation about Jesus. (Rev. 1:1)
In this lesson, we will learn how can we present Jesus, His life, death, resurrection and His return, to those who are around us so it is relevant to them as well as to us personally today? Let us dive into our lesson study!    
A  THE STRUCTURE OF REVELATION 
· The book of Daniel ends with a blessing: “Blessed is he who waits…” (Daniel 12:12). The book of Revelation begins with a blessing, like if it was the sequel of Daniel (Revelation 1:3)
· Both books are divided in two sections: history and eschatology (the events in the End Time). Revelation includes an extra chapter as a bridge between those sections.

· History: Daniel 1-6; Revelation 1-11.

· Bridge: Revelation 12.

· Eschatology: Daniel 7-12; Revelation 13-22.
· Ellen G. White paints a beautiful picture of these two books of the  Bible saying, “The whole Bible is a revelation; for all revelation to men comes through Christ, and all centers in Him. God has spoken unto us by His Son, whose we are by creation and by redemption. Christ came to John exiled on the Isle of Patmos to give him the truth for these last days, to show him that which must shortly come to pass. Jesus Christ is the great trustee of divine revelation. It is through Him that we have a knowledge of what we are to look for in the closing scenes of this earth’s history. God gave this revelation to Christ, and Christ communicated the same to John. 
· John, the beloved disciple, was the one chosen to receive this revelation. He was the last survivor of the first chosen disciples. Under the New Testament dispensation he was honored as the prophet Daniel was honored underthe Old Testament dispensation. 
· The instruction to be communicated to John was so important that Christ came from heaven to give it to His servant, telling [954] him to send it to the churches. This instruction is to be the object of our careful and prayerful study; for we are living in a time when men who are not under the teaching of the Holy Spirit will bring in false theories. These men have been standing in high places, and they have ambitious projects to carry out. They seek to exalt themselves, and to revolutionize the whole showing of things. God has given us special instruction to guard us against such ones. He bade John write in a book that which should take place in the closing scenes of this earth’s history (Manuscript 129, 1905).—Ellen G. White, 7SDABC* 953.7-9

B  REVELATION AND THE SANCTUARY

· The Outer Courtyard of the earthly sanctuary was a symbol of the events happening on Earth (Rev. 11:2). The Holy Place and Most Holy Place were a symbol of the events happening in the Heavenly Sanctuary.

· John was shown the history of the Church. Then, he entered the Heavenly Sanctuary through “a door standing open in heaven.”

· In Revelation, John was shown Heavenly truths by using symbols from the Sanctuary.

C  JESUS AND REVELATION – 
If you scan through the book of Revelation, you will discover that Jesus is given many different names and descriptions. For example, see Revelation 1:5,18; 5:8; 19:11-16; and 21:6 in the Good News Bible.* He is called “the faithful witness,” (Revelation 1:5) “the first to be raised from death and who is also the ruler of the kings of the world.” (Revelation 1:5) He is “the living one” (Revelation 1:18) who has “authority over death and the world of the dead.” (Revelation 1:18) He is “the Lamb,” (Revelation 5:8) the “Faithful and True,” (Revelation 19:11) the One who “judges and fights his battles.” (Revelation 19:11) “His eyes were like a flame of fire.” (Revelation 19:12) “He wore many crowns on his head.” (Revelation 19:12) “He had a name written on him, but no one except himself knows what it is”! (Revelation 19:12) That name includes “‘The Word of God.’” (Revelation 19:13) He is followed by “the armies of heaven.” (Revelation 19:14) “Out of his mouth came a sharp sword.” (Revelation 19:15) “He will defeat the nations” (Revelation 19:15) and “rule over them with a rod of iron.” (Revelation 19:15) “He will trample out the wine in the wine press of the furious anger of the Almighty God.” (Revelation 19:15) And finally, He will be “King of kings and Lord of lords.” (Revelation 19:16) When the real Jesus returns, the entire sky will be full of bright, shining angels.
· IMAGES OF JESUS

· Revelation explains Jesus’ redeeming work by using images:

(1) His sacrifice. A lamb who was slain (5:6)

(2) His resurrection. He has the keys of Hades and of Death (1:18)

(3) His ascension. A Child caught up to God (12:5)

(4) His victory. The Lion of the tribe of Judah (5:5)

(5) His Second Coming. Sat on a cloud with a sharp sickle in His hand (14:14-16)
· THE ALPHA AND OMEGA – 
· Jesus delayed His arrival at Bethany until Lazarus had been dead for four days. He did that on purpose because in those days many believed that the spirit somehow hovered over the body for three days just in case the person came back to life. But, after four days, no one questioned whether or not Lazarus was dead. 
· John 11:25-26 “Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me will live, even though they die; 26and all those who live and believe in me will never die. Do you believe this?”—Good News Bible* (John 11:25-26) 
· In the book of Revelation, Jesus repeated that wonderful promise. Read Revelation 22:7,12- 13. Once again, at the end of the book, He revealed to us that He is the First and the Last; but then, He repeated the promise, “I am coming soon.” Christ Jesus is the Alpha and the Omega, the Genesis of the Old Testament, and the Revelation of the New. Both meet together in Christ. Adam and God are reconciled by the obedience of the second Adam, who accomplished the work of overcoming the temptations of Satan and redeeming Adam’s disgraceful failure and fall.—Ellen G. White, Ellen G. White Comments in The SDA Bible Commentary,* vol. 6, 1092.8-1093.0
· Jesus reveals Himself in the first chapter of Revelation:

(1) Jesus redeemed us by His love (v. 5)

(2) Jesus has given us the victory (v. 6)

(3) Jesus “is coming with clouds.” (v. 7)

(4) Jesus is God (v. 8)

(5) Jesus has defeated death (v. 18)

(6) Jesus cares about us (v. 12, 13, 20)
Is the life, death, resurrection, and return of Jesus a central focus in your life? 
1

