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Introduction: - 

A  Life in the Church. Acts 2:42-47; 4:32-37.

· The Church activities took place in public (in the temple) and in private homes.

· Doctrine. The apostles frequently taught in the temple (Acts 6:2-4). They gathered with all their Jewish brothers.

· Fellowship. They were constantly together in private homes. This was a distinctive feature.

· The breaking of the bread. They celebrated the Lord’s Supper in homes.

· Prayer. They prayed both in the temple and in homes (Acts 3:1)

· Material unity. They shared their material resources.

B  The Church teaches the Gospel. Acts 3.

· Peter’s sermon after the healing of the lame man follows the characteristic points of the early Church preaching.

· Jesus is the suffering Messiah (v. 18)

· God raised Him from the dead (v. 15)

· He was glorified in Heaven (v. 13)

· He will come again (v. 20)

· Our sins are forgiven when we repent (v. 19)

C  The Church faces opposition. Acts 4:1-31.

· The Sanhedrin asked them about the healing of the lame man, and Peter used the opportunity to preach about Jesus Christ again. He proclaimed that Jesus is the only way to salvation (v. 12)

· They couldn’t contradict Peter or the miracle, so they threatened the apostles.

D  Sins within the Church. Acts 5:1-11.

· Barnabas sold a field he owned and brought the money to the Church. That act had an impact on the apostles.

· Other people like Ananias and Sapphira wanted to be praised by the Church. Their hearts were not as pure and sincere as Barnabas’.

· They lied about the money they gave. That lie could discredit the cause of God and pervert charity into a tool to gain ecclesiastical benefits.

· God decided to categorically stop this cancer.

E  Defending the Church. Acts 5:12-42.

· The Jewish leaders arrested them, but the apostles miraculously escaped. They arrested them again and interrogated them. They didn’t understand how an uncultured man like Peter could speak as he did.

· The Holy Spirit touched Gamaliel’s heart, and he accepted the supernatural things that were happening. He defended the apostles and they were set free.

1

