Lesson – 3                                            October 19, 2013                             Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 3 Sacrifice
Read for your study: - Gen. 3:9–21; Exod. 12:21–27; Lev. 2:1–3; Gen. 22:1–19; Lev. 17:10-11; Phil. 4:18.
Memory Text: - Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship. Rom. 12:1
Introduction: - God deliberately made difficulties for the Israelites to face (Deut.  8:2-3). This is why a test never comes at a convenient time. The more difficult choices seem to come in times of hardship, when our loyalty is really in question and when it is much easier to serve ourselves. However, God wants us to sacrifice ourselves instead.
The purpose of this lesson is to understand why sacrifices were required in the Old Testament and what they might mean for our lives today. We no longer offer animal sacrifices. For that matter, we no longer offer any of the sacrifices that were designated in Exodus, Leviticus, or Numbers. Does that mean that those sacrifices have no meaning for us in the Christian era? Let us dive into our lesson and learn! 
The First Sacrifice: - The first sanctuary that God created on this earth was the Garden of Eden.  In Exodus 25:8-9, we are given the idea that the purpose was for God to dwell with us. Similarly, God wanted to have that close communion with Adam and Eve in their first sanctuary-like garden. But their first sin breached their relationship to God and brought judgement against them. But God did not leave them halfway; He planned a way out and gave them the hope of a saviour (Gen. 3:15). 
Ellen White portrays it beautifully saying: “Adam and Eve stood as criminals before their God, awaiting the sentence which transgression had incurred. But before they hear of the thorn and the thistle, the sorrow and anguish which should be their portion, and the dust to which they should return, they listen to words which must have inspired them with hope. Though they must suffer..., they might look forward to ultimate victory.”—Ellen G. White, That I May Know Him, p. 16. 
Question: - Why were the sacrificial system established by God? “The sacrificial offerings were ordained by God to be to man a perpetual reminder and a penitential acknowledgment of his sin and a confession of his faith in the promised Redeemer. They were intended to impress upon the fallen race the solemn truth that it was sin that caused death. To Adam, the offering of the first sacrifice was a most painful ceremony. His hand must be raised to take life, which only God could give. It was the first time he had ever witnessed death, and he knew that had he been obedient to God, there would have been no death of man or beast. As he slew the innocent victim, he trembled at the thought that his sin must shed the blood of the spotless Lamb of God. This scene gave him a deeper and more vivid sense of the greatness of his transgression, which nothing but the death of God’s dear Son could expiate. And he marveled at the infinite goodness that would give such a ransom to save the guilty. A star of hope illumined the dark and terrible future and relieved it of its utter desolation. (PP 68.1) 
Adam himself slew that first lamb. And the skins from that sacrifice were used to clothe Adam and Eve. Could it be that the smell of the animal skin was a constant reminder to Adam and Eve of their sins?

Question: Was there any other purpose of establishing the sacrificial system in the plan of redemption? “But the plan of redemption had a yet broader and deeper purpose than the salvation of man. It was not for this alone that Christ came to the earth; it was not merely that the inhabitants of this little world might regard the law of God as it should be regarded; but it was to vindicate the character of God before the universe. To this result of His great sacrifice–its influence upon the intelligences of other worlds, as well as upon man–the Saviour looked forward when just before His crucifixion He said: “Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out. And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all unto Me.” John 12:31-32. The act of Christ in dying for the salvation of man would not only make heaven accessible to men, but before all the universe it would justify God and His Son in their dealing with the rebellion of Satan. It would establish the perpetuity of the law of God and would reveal the nature and the results of sin.” (PP 68.2) 
Types of offerings: - The sacrificial system was ordained by God and placed at the very center and heart of Jewish national life. He established these so believers could enter into close relationship with Him. In the Old Testament times, a worshiper could bring offerings to God on different occasions and in different circumstances. There were various offerings such as: burnt offering (Lev. 1:1-9); meal or grain offering (Lev. 2:1-3); peace offering (Leviticus 3); sin offering (Le. 4:1-4); trespass offering (Lev. 6:5-7). Each of these sacrifices was uniquely fulfilled in Jesus Christ. 
The Burnt Offerings: - The burnt offering was a sacrifice that was completely burnt. None of it was to be eaten at all, and therefore the fire consumed the whole sacrifice. The worshipper brought a male animal (a bull, lamb, goat, pigeon, or turtledove depending on the wealth of the worshipper) to the door of the tabernacle. It was performed to atone for the peoples sins against the Lord and was a dedication offering of one’s life before the Lord continually. 

The Grain offering: - The sinner brought this offering as an offering of gifts symbolizing the dedication of the material possessions to God, whether they be food, animals, or something else. 
The Peace Offering: - This was a voluntary offering brought by the worshiper who would bring a male or female ox, sheep, or a goat. The ritual was closely compared to the burnt offering up to the point of the actual burning where the animal’s blood was poured around the edges of the altar. It was required to make a offering while making a vow of one’s life to God and thanking Him with praise. Jacob and Laban offered a peace offering for their treaty (Gen. 31:43). 

The Sin offering: - The sin offerings were brought to expiate (pay the debt) for unintentional sins against any of the commandments of God (Lev. 4:1-4). The unintentional sins were difficult to identify and could happen at any time. The priest or a leader was required to bring a male goat; the common worshiper was required female goat, lamb, turtledoves, or pigeons. 
The Trespass Offering: - (Lev. 6:5-7) It was very similar to that of the sin offering but the main difference was that the trespass offering was an offering of money for sins of ignorance connected with fraud. For example if someone unintentionally cheated another out of money or property, his sacrifice was to be equal to the amount taken, plus one-fifth to the priest and to the one offended. Therefore he repaid twice the amount taken plus 40 %.

Question: It is very clear that Adam and Eve were significantly affected by taking the life or lives of those first animals. What are we supposed to learn from that? The entire universe was watching all of those events from the time of Eve’s sin all the way through to the sacrifice of those first lambs. The sacrifice of the lambs did not make all those beings or God forget what had happened! No matter how costly, sacrifices do not undo our past sins. 
God has made provision for our sins to be dealt with. It is important to notice that while we focus on the blood and the life of the lamb, there were other kinds of offerings that were also acceptable. These sacrificial offerings were given at different times for different purposes. It seems clear that the purpose of these sacrifices was to convince people to stop sinning and that sin is deadly. There is no sacrifice that can undo past sins. And what does the Bible say about the deadliness of sin? (Genesis 2:15-17; Isaiah 59:2; and Romans 6:23) 
Sacrifice at Moriah: - Considering the life of Abraham, we see that his life was filled with promises: the promise of land, of descendants, and of blessings; the promise of a son; and the promise that God would take care of Ishmael. He kept going in faith, sacrificing, based on God’s promises. But in the situation in Genesis 22 he is not given any promise. He is just commanded to sacrifice his son, and He obeys showing that God is more important than anything else. 
Commenting on Abraham’s experience, Ellen White has says: “It was to impress Abraham’s mind with the reality of the gospel, as well as to test his faith, that God commanded him to slay his son. The agony which he endured during the dark days of that fearful trial was permitted that he might understand from his own experience something of the greatness of the sacrifice made by the infinite God for man’s redemption. No other test could have caused Abraham such torture of soul as did the offering of his son. God gave His Son to a death of agony and shame.”—Ellen G. White, Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 154. 
Question: What did Abraham learn and demonstrate about sacrifice? Abraham understood two essential principles: First, no one but God Himself can bring the true sacrifice and the means of salvation. It is the Lord who will, who must, provide. Abraham eternalizes this principle by naming the place “YHWH Jireh,” which means “The-LORD-Will-Provide.” Second, the actual sacrifice is substitutional, one that saves Isaac’s life. The ram is offered “in the place of” Isaac (Gen. 22:13, NASB). That animal, which God provided, prefigures the Lamb of God, Jesus Christ, on whom “the Lord has laid . . . the iniquity of us all” (Isa. 53:6, 7; Acts 8:32, NKJV).

Abraham demonstrated that “The sacrifice required of Abraham was not alone for his own good, nor solely for the benefit of succeeding generations; but it was also for the instruction of the sinless intelligences of heaven and of other worlds… 
Heavenly beings were witnesses of the scene as the faith of Abraham and the submission of Isaac were tested. The trial was far more severe than that which had been brought upon Adam. Compliance with the prohibition laid upon our first parents involved no suffering, but the command to Abraham demanded the most agonizing sacrifice. All heaven beheld with wonder and admiration Abraham’s unfaltering obedience. All heaven applauded his fidelity. Satan’s accusations were shown to be false. God declared to His servant, “Now I know that thou fearest God [notwithstanding Satan’s charges], seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from Me.” God’s covenant, confirmed to Abraham by an oath before the intelligences of other worlds, testified that obedience will be rewarded. 
 It had been difficult even for the angels to grasp the mystery of redemption–to comprehend that the Commander of heaven, the Son of God, must die for guilty man. When the command was given to Abraham to offer up his son, the interest of all heavenly beings was enlisted. With intense earnestness they watched each step in the fulfillment of this command. When to Isaac’s question, “Where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” Abraham made answer, “God will provide Himself a lamb;” and when the father’s hand was stayed as he was about to slay his son, and the ram which God had provided was offered in the place of Isaac–then light was shed upon the mystery of redemption, and even the angels understood more clearly the wonderful provision that God had made for man’s salvation. 1 Peter 1:12. (Patriarchs and Prophets 154.3-155.2)
Sacrifices Today/ Living Sacrifice: - The sacrificial system of Old Testament was done away after the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ. The passage in Exodus 3:18 tells us that Moses made a request to Pharaoh for Israel to be set free. The reason was that they might be free to sacrifice to their God. The same principle applies to us today; this is why God has freed us. Paul points out in Romans 12:1 and charges us with the responsibility, once we are free of our slavery to Satan and sin, to be living sacrifices. A “living sacrifice” means that the entire person is given to God. It is a bloodless sacrifice. God wants His children to live lives as close as possible to the life of Jesus lived so as to be examples to the world. 

“All true obedience comes from the heart…The will, refined and sanctified, will find its highest delight in doing His service. When we know God as it is our privilege to know Him, our life will be a life of continual obedience. Through an appreciation of the character of Christ, through communion with God, sin will become hateful to us.”  (Desire of Ages 668.3)

Question: Do we truly believe in the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ? 
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