Lesson – 3                                      January 19, 2013                                Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 3 The Creation Completed 
Read for your study: Genesis 1, Ps. 8:3, Rom. 8:19-22, Lev. 11:14-22, Gen. 2:1-3,Mark 2:28. 
Memory Text: “By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the seventh day he rested from all his work” (Genesis 2:2, NIV).
Introduction: According to Genesis 1:14-15, the sun, moon, and stars were made on the fourth day of the Creation week. There have been many attempts to stretch the Creation days into vast periods of time in order to accommodate Scripture with secular science. However, the problem is not with Scripture, but with our attempts to rationalize and understand the Creation week, something that cannot be done by finite minds! There are many details of God’s creative plan that simply cannot be compromised with current scientific opinion like some of the unanswered questions: 
1. How could plants exist on the third day, before the sun was present (Genesis 1:11-13)?

2. “Light” existed before the sun (Genesis. 1:3). What light source did God use to mark the first three days?

3. Since the seas were also formed before the sun (Genesis. 1:9-10), why didn’t they quickly freeze? Why didn’t the “water above” fall to the ground as snow (Genesis 1:9)?

4. Did Earth initially move in a straight line, or did it orbit the position of the yet-to-be-created sun?

An entire book could be filled with such questions from Genesis 1-2. All the answers would be speculative and probably wrong! The Creation week was supernatural and therefore beyond our understanding. To find out more let us dive into our study and learn!
Sun, Moon, and Stars: 
To many the events of the fourth day are somewhat controversial. Some claim that verses 14 and 15 simply repeat what God said in verses 3 and 4. However, note the difference:

· "Let there be light"; and there was light. (verse 3)

· "Let there be lights in the firmament of the heavens to divide the day from the night; and let them be for signs and seasons, and for days and years; and let them be for lights in the firmament of the heavens to give light on the earth"; and it was so. (verses 14-15)

In verse 14, God is being very specific about certain "lights" that became visible from the surface of the earth. These specific lights were created to serve "for signs and seasons, and for days and years." On the fourth day, God made visual observation of the sun, moon, and stars possible. 

· Paul referring to Jesus says in Colossians 1:16, "For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him."
· Jesus said, ‘I am the light of the world’. 

· In many places God Himself is described as light. (1 John 1:5; Revelation 21:23; 22:5)
· John calls Him the ‘Word’ who was in the beginning. John 1:1-3 ‘In the beginning was the word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 
Question: Was the fourth day of creation twenty-four hours long? God had his own reasons for the order of Creation events. We are in no position to question them or to offer suggestions for improvement. Yes, we believe that the days of Creation were literal 24-hour time periods. Scholars have shown that this is intended meaning of the text. The week of seven, 24-hour days, so familiar to us, had its beginning at the Creation. God could have made everything in six microseconds or in six trillion years, but he chose literal days as a general pattern for mankind. 

Creation of Air and Water Animals: 

Verses 20-23 describe the creation of the first animals, the fish and other animals that live in the ocean and birds that fly in the air. God creates land animals in verses 24-25. It is interesting that God does not specifically mention the creation of flying insects, fungi, bacteria, and many other living things. This is because the creation account is a very brief, condensed version of what happened. We know from many other scriptures (e.g., Exodus 20:11;John 1:3) that God is the Creator of everything that exists, but how often do we consider what was involved in that creation? 
God was a chemist, a physicist, an astronomer, a biologist. He was most certainly an artist, a maker of all of our world's beauty. He was the lawmaker of all of the unseen forces that make "nature" orderly and predictable. 

Creation of the Land Animals:

Finally, in verses 26-28, God creates land animals and mankind. On the sixth day He reached the zenith of His handiworks and creates man ‘in His own image’. It was for this purpose that He had prepared the earth. Everything that He made was designed to carry out His plan. 
But for many Bible believing Christians, it is difficult to believe that creation really took place in only 6, normal, 24-hour days. They reason that most modern scientists believe that the universe is billions of years old. Additionally, how could God do all that is recorded for each day of creation in such a short period of time? For instance, the sixth day is especially hard to understand. They suppose that the events between Adam's creation and Eve's would require far more than 24 hours, especially since we are told that Adam named all of the animals on the sixth day. 

We find no reason to doubt that these events could all have happened during a normal 24-hour day. Our all-powerful Creator is easily capable of doing far, far more than this in 24 hours. He said that He did these things in a single day, and we believe Him. 

The Creation Completed: 
Genesis 2:1-3 tells us that after the Creation was completed in six days God ended His work and He rested on the seventh day from all His work. Then God blessed the seventh day and sanctified it, because in it He rested from all His work which God had created and made. 
Question: What is the significance of the seventh day and the rest? God did not need rest on the seventh day because He was tired. He rested to show His creating work was done, to give a pattern to man regarding the structure of time (in seven-day week), and to give an example of the blessing of rest to man on the seventh day. 

The Hebrew word for rest in this text is shabath, which is closely related to the word for Sabbath. It indicates a cessation of labor upon completion of a project, says the author. God’s special blessing rests on the seventh day. It is not only “blessed” but also “sanctified,” which means set apart and especially devoted to God. God set aside and blessed this seventh day because He intended for it to be a continuous time of celebration and fellowship with His children. It was to be a memorial of Creation. In this context, it is important to notice that the Sabbath was made for us (Mark 2:27, 28) and not because God had some special need of rest.
God not only set aside the Sabbath as a memorial of creation but also later added many more reasons for us to celebrate on that day. The Sabbath also was to be a celebration of freedom from slavery; (Deuteronomy 5:15) celebration of God’s plan of salvation signified by the death of Jesus and His resting in the grave over the Sabbath (Luke 23:56); and finally, celebration of or anticipation of our future home in heaven and the new earth where we will continue to worship on the Sabbath. (Isaiah 66:23) How would God like us to celebrate all of that? 
Ellen White points out saying, “Of each successive day of creation, the Sacred Record declares that it consisted of the evening and the morning, like all other days that have followed.—Ellen G. White, Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 112. 

Leviticus 23:3 says, “There are six days when you may work, but the seventh day is a day of Sabbath rest, a day of sacred assembly. You are not to do any work; wherever you live, it is a Sabbath to the Lord.”  The Sabbath commandment in Exodus 20 makes it clear that God intended for six days to be set aside for human labor, but the seventh day was to be preserved as a rest day and a day of celebration in worship of God.

There are many examples of modern groups trying to reinterpret Scripture to better fit their own ideas. But the Bible is clear that God completed the Creation in six days. And He set aside the seventh day as a rest day and for fellowship and worship of God. God Bless You!!!
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