Lesson – 3                                              July 20, 2013                                Gladwin Mathews



 
Lesson – 3 The Word: Foundation of Revival
Read for your Study: Ps. 119:50, 74, 116; Heb. 4:12; 11:3; John 5:39; Heb. 4:1-2; Acts 20:27-32.
Memory Text: “Plead my cause and redeem me; revive me according to Your word” Psalm 119:154 NKJV

Introduction: A beautiful article entitled “Revived by His Word: A Journey of Discovery Together through the Bible” was put up in the ‘Ministry’ magazine by various authors in Spring session of 2012. It begins by stating that ‘Throughout its history the Seventh-day Adventist church has found the reason for its existence in the Bible. Here are some excerpts from this article: 
Adventists are a Bible-based, Bible-believing, Bible-reading people. Revived by His Word is designed especially to strengthen the spiritual experience of those who know Christ deeply, and motivate those who are struggling to know Him better. A new Seventh-day Adventist world church initiative titled “Revived by His Word” coordinated by the Revival and Reformation Committee, is aimed at strengthening the spiritual experience of each church member. 

Spiritual renewal arises from a Christ-centered study of God’s Word. Although prayer is the heartbeat of revival, the Word of God is its foundation. The Bible writers repeatedly link revival and new life in Christ to God’s Word:  “My soul clings to the dust; revive me according to your Word.” (Psalm 119:25)  

“Having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides forever”.(1 Peter 1:23) 
“And now brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of His grace which is able to build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified.” (Acts 20:32). 
Ellen G. White adds, “There is nothing more calculated to strengthen the intellect than the study of the Scriptures. No other book is so potent to elevate the thoughts, to give vigor to the faculties, as the broad, ennobling truths of the Bible. If God’s word were studied as it should be, men would have a breadth of mind, a nobility of character, and a stability of purpose rarely seen in these times.” Ellen G. White, Steps to Christ, pg. 90 
“A revival in Bible study is needed throughout the world. Attention is to be called, not to the assertions of men, but to the Word of God. As this is done, a mighty work will be wrought” (Evangelism, p. 456) 

The study of God’s Word has four major components leading to revival: 1) It provides a foundation for true revival. 2) It stimulates, fosters and sustains true revival. 3) It counteracts false revivals. 4) It creates an understanding of and commitment to God’s mission. 
Nothing can replace listening to God speak to us through His Word. Prayerfully meditating on scripture is a primary source of spiritual strength. 
In this week’s lesson we will study the Bible and its intended role in the Christian’s life. What role will the Bible play in the final events of this earth’s history? What is the relationship between faith and the Bible? What is God’s relationship to the Bible? Let us dive into our study! 

Revived through the Word: 
In Psalms 119 David narrates his experiences of how he found courage, strength, hope, and divine guidance through God’s Word. From his life, it seems clear that he depended upon God’s Word to guide him, to comfort him, to encourage him, to help him in times of depression and disappointment, and to give him wisdom. There were times when David’s life seemed to be directly guided by words or visions from the Holy Spirit. (2 Samuel 2:1-4.) 
Question: What does it mean to be “revived by His Word”? Is there life to be found in the Bible? The Holy Spirit inspired the Prophets of the Biblical (Old Testament) Times as well as the Apostles of the New Testament times to write the Bible. God challenges us to read the Bible as a letter from Himself to us with the purpose of revealing His character to us. This is the gospel "the power of God unto salvation" (Romans 1:16). The gospel's power lies or resides in its words produce in our minds. That is the entire gospel in 'words: "The words that I speak unto you are Spirit, and they are life" (John 6:63). 

Jude told the later first-century church, "Return to the faith once delivered," because that was the faith of Christ. It came through His apostles, who gave it to the church. The power resides in the Word of God, if we will only use it to live. 
Romans 8 make it very clear that all three Members of the Godhead are on our side. 

The Word’s Creative Power: 
There is great power in the Word of God (Proverbs 30:5). It can transform a person dramatically (Luke 4:4), working mightily in those who have faith in Christ (I Thessalonians 2:13). God’s Word is a living, dynamic, powerful agent of change. The same power that was in God’s spoken word at Creation is in the Written Word of God, says the author. 
“The creative energy that called the worlds into existence is in the word of God. This word imparts power; it begets life. Every command is a promise; accepted by the will, received into the soul, it brings with it the life of the Infinite One. It transforms the nature, and re-creates the soul in the image of God.” —Ellen G. White, Education, p. 126.4. 

When we study and accept the Word of God, we draw closer to the One who can give us access to the knowledge and power to conquer our spiritual enemy. Hebrews 4:12-13 reads: “For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account.”  
Jesus and the Word:
The Word of God and the Holy Spirit both bear witness of Jesus. God’s Word is pure (Psalm 119:140; Proverbs 30:5; I Peter 2:2). Jesus Christ, the living Word of God, never sinned. Jesus Himself says, "Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks (Matthew 12:34). What came out of Christ's mouth were words that were uncorrupted, untainted by a carnal heart in any way. They were totally and completely spiritual and eternally pure. The Word of God, in terms of His words and His example, has been given to us to be the basis of our life. 
Jesus’ words brought healing and life. The Centurion recognized the power of Jesus’ words when in asking Jesus to heal simply by speaking; the centurion shows that he accepted the authority of Christ's word. “The centurion answered and said, Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest come under my roof: but speak the word only, and my servant shall be healed ( Matthew 8:8).  
No one can have real faith if they reject the Word of God. The centurion's faith is commendable because he had received the Word of God. In asking Christ to heal his servant by His word, he shows that he trusted God's Word. 
Revival, Faith, and the Word: 
In Romans 10:17 Paul tells us that ‘Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” On the day of His resurrection, Jesus took time to teach those two disciples on the road to Emmaus–and the rest of us listening in–how to read and understand the Bible. 

Imagine God Himself disguising Himself so that we would not believe His words just because of who He is! God wants us to believe Him because we have proven that His words are true, not just because of the His authority as God. We need to search the evidence.
The time is coming very soon in our history when someone claiming to be God will make all kinds of false statements and claims. No wonder Jesus asked, “‘When the Son of Man comes, will He really find faith on the earth?’” (Luke 18:8, NKJV) We need to find the truth about God in every part of the Bible. Our spiritual experience is revived when we accept and claim God’s Word by faith, says the author. 
Question: How can we prepare ourselves for that time when the Devil will appear in person? Isaiah tells how we can prepare ourselves for our future as a church. “To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them.” Isaiah 8:20. 
Ellen White has given us some very stern and important words regarding our future as a church. 

‘The people of God are directed to the Scriptures as their safeguard against the influence of false teachers and the delusive power of spirits of darkness. Satan employs every possible device to prevent men from obtaining knowledge of the Bible; for its plain utterances reveal his deceptions. At every revival of God’s work the prince of evil is aroused to more intense activity; he is now putting forth his utmost efforts for a final struggle against Christ and His followers… So closely will the counterfeit resemble the true that it will be impossible to distinguish between them except by the Holy Scriptures! By their testimony every statement and every miracle must be tested… None but those who have fortified the mind with the truths of the Bible will stand through the last great conflict.—Ellen G. White, The Great Controversy, pp. 593, 594. 

The Word: Revival’s Guardian and Safeguard: 
Paul had been teaching and preaching the word of God in Asia Minor. The Holy Spirit moved the hearts of the people to establish a small congregation at Ephesus, a city known as the market place of Asia. It was a famous city of that time and the center for the worship of the goddess Diana. So, the city atmosphere was not favorable for the spiritual growth of the church. 
Paul was concerned for the believer’s faith, spiritual growth and the redemption they had received and bought with the blood of Christ. Thus, in Acts 20:31-32 he counseled them to ‘shepherd the church of God’ and commended them to God and to His Word. 
By doing so, Paul recognized their need of the ‘word of God’ which was to serve as guardian and safeguard their faith. James 1:21-22 says, ‘…be doers of the word, and not hearers only...’ Everything God does is pure, right, and true. The problem is not with the ‘word of God’ but with the people. We don’t read His Word. 
Question: How do we respond when we hold a Bible in our hands? The Devil is doing everything possible to keep us so busy that we do not have time to open our Bibles, let alone really study them. How will we ever overcome that problem? 
Do we want revival in our lives? Then we need to study His word daily. Just as the Bible is the written Word of God, Jesus is the living Example of the Word in human flesh. By looking to and studying the life of Christ, we can be transformed. 

Here is an appeal from the General Conference President, “I would like to invite every church member to join the worldwide family of the Seventh-day Adventist Church in reading one chapter of the Bible a day, beginning April 17, 2012, and concluding during the General Conference Session in the summer of 2015. I am confident that this journey through the Bible together will draw us all closer to Jesus. As we prayerfully read and meditate upon God’s Word, we each will be led to a renewed experience with the Savior as we look forward to His soon second coming.” Ted N. C. Wilson 
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