Lesson – 4                                      January 26, 2013                                  Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 4 Creation, a Biblical Theme 
Read for your study:  Genesis 2, Matt. 19:4-6, Psalm 8, Job 38:1-21, 42:1-6, Isa. 45:18,Acts 17:22-31.

Memory Text: “Then I saw another angel flying in midair, and he had the eternal gospel to proclaim to those who live on the earth—to every nation, tribe, language and people. He said in a loud voice, ‘Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come. Worship him who made the heavens, the earth, the sea and the springs of water’” (Revelation 14:6-7, NIV).
Introduction: Every Christian is a “creationist” in a sense for he believes that he lives in a world created by God who is revealed in the Bible as the “Creator of heaven and earth.” God created a perfect world with two perfect citizens, Adam and Eve. It was a perfect place and environment of peace and fellowship. But then with the coming of sin, situation changed and now according to theologian Kathryn Tanner, “Contemporary Christians are citizens of a planet gravely troubled by the reckless and rapacious enterprises of its human inhabitants." 
We are living in a time of environmental crisis such as global warming, soil erosion and desertification, air and water pollution, and a rapid extinction of species due to habitat destruction. These problems have emerged as a result of human activity and their effects are experienced most profoundly by all and have impacted both the creationists as well as the evolutionists today. 
The Scriptures as we have them today were written over a period of about 1600 years. And we see that the creation theme runs throughout the Scriptures beginning from Genesis to Revelation. If creation and creatorship is found all the way through the Bible right up to Revelation, then we will have to consider the broader possible meanings of this theme understood to be playing a big role in the history of earth and also making known some of God's intentions that God’s desire was for a healthy, flourishing earth and its inhabitants.  
In this week’s lesson we will explore at various references that point back to the Genesis account and how they impacted the rest of Scriptures later written by prophets and apostles in relation to the human origins. Let us dive into our study and learn! 
Creation in Genesis 2: In chapter 2 of Genesis we have more details to the story of the creation of Adam and Eve and the environment God provided in the Garden of Eden. “It adds and informs us of the nature of humanity and of the divine government” (Seventh-day Adventist believe…p. 70). It gives us a little bigger picture of the creation and the relationship between the Creator and His creatures. In Genesis 1 we have an account of the Creation ‘And God said, and it was so’. But Genesis 2 states that all living creatures–not just Adam–were made from the soil (Genesis 2:19). Our source of life and the nature is spelled out. The spirit or breath of God was ‘breathed into us’ and we began to live. We were made in God’s image. Then we were made in charge of everything else that God had created. 
Question: What are we supposed to learn from these two chapters? These two chapters portray God's desire for a healthy, flourishing Earth: the Bible. The scriptures known to Christians as the Old and New Testaments are a collection of many books (or "scrolls"), composed over the course of many generations and centuries. But the Bible, for Christians, is also a primary resource for matters of faith, prayer, worship, and action. 
Genesis 1 teaches the common faith of all Christians (and also Jews and Muslims): that there is one God, not the many, combative divinities Israel's Semitic neighbors believed in and made actors in their creation myths. The creation is called forth by this one God in an orderly manner and given structure. The "utter chaos" is made fertile by simple but powerful and royal declarations of "Let there be!"
Creation in the Psalms: God's intimacy with creation is an important theme throughout the Old Testament. Many of the Psalms also emphasize God's love and intimate relationship with the creation, and the latter's utter dependence upon God for its existence and its operation. 
In Psalms 19:1 we have a clear confession of David where he recognizes the presence of God. Through His created works, God discloses His glory: “The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands.” NIV
Question: Why such a display of God’s glory? Nature functions as a witness for God. He intends that the creation must direct us to Him as the Creator. 
Psalm 19 is divided into three sections: The first section—beginning with "The heavens declare the glory of God" and concluding in verse 6—concerns the revelation of the Creator God in His creation. The second part, beginning with verse 7 and extending through verse 11, is the revelation of the Covenant God in His Word, most specifically in His law. The third part comprises the last few verses, and it contains the response of the man of faith to the first two sections. 

Psalm 104, an extended hymn to creation and the Creator, lauds God's creative activities. This psalm is an important witness to the revelation that God's creative activity is ongoing: significantly, nearly every one of its verbs is in the present tense. For the Psalmist, God continually creates, making the springs gush forth in the valleys, causing the grass to grow for all hoofed beasts, planting the cedars of Lebanon (Ps. 104:10, 14, 16). 

Yes, God's covenant with the earth is a covenant of faithful sustenance and continuous creation. The biblical God is always making things, sustaining things, renewing things, blessing things. 

Creation's grateful response is to praise its creator. In Psalm148, the psalmist eloquently calls upon every element of the creation--sun and moon, fire and hail, snow and frost, creeping things and flying fowl, "every thing that hath breath"--to praise the Lord. 
There are many other passages in the Psalms which clearly indicate that the authors of the Bible believed in creation. See Psalm 24:1,2; 33:6,9; 74:16,17; 89:11. Notice specifically that Psalms 33:6, 9 say that God created things merely by speaking them into existence. How should we relate to that kind of awesome power?
Creation in the book of Job: As mentioned earlier that God's intimacy with creation is an important theme throughout the Old Testament. As we look into the story of Job, we see his inability to explain or understand features of creation leading him to recognize God’s greatness and to trust Him, despite what tragedy took place with him. 
It’s important to remember the context of the book of Job, points the author. Great tragedy struck, and Job was struggling to understand how this could happen to him, a faithful follower of God. In chapter 38 up through chapter 41, the Lord continues to talk about His creative power, all in response to Job’s pained questioning. 
God's address to Job (chapters 38-41) reveals God's intimate relationship with all of his creation, and, even more, God's joy in everything that He has created, whether it be in the "majestic snorting" of the horse or the soaring hawk or the wild ass that scorns the city (Job 39:7, 20, 26). 
Finally, after listening to God’s speech, Job acknowledges his ignorance saying, “I know that you can do all things; no purpose of yours can be thwarted…Surely I spoke of things I did not understand, things too wonderful for me to know.” Job 42:1-3 
Many of us today are so little connected with the natural world. We live in large urban areas where we travel between home, school, work, the shopping mall and restaurants. Or we spend hours in the virtual reality of cyberspace or video games or television. Our landscapes are scoured with the plasticized structures. Light pollution blots out our view of the Milky Way and other stars. Or we live in our own world, intellectually or imaginatively, in the realm of ideas or fantasies. How many of us who grew up on farms, discovered how little time we had been spending just contemplating nature?

Question: How is our relationship today with the Creator of the universe and His creation?
Creation in the Prophets: The creation theme also runs through the prophetic books of the Bible. Many prophets have written about God as the Creator of this earth. 
The message proclaimed in Genesis 1 is made explicit in the words of the prophet of the Babylonian Exile (6th century BC) preserved in the Book of Isaiah. 
Isaiah 40-45 contains words of comfort the prophet offers to his fellow Judahites exiled in Babylon that their God is the One who has created the heavens and the earth: “I am the Lord who made all things, Who alone stretched out the heavens, Who by myself spread out the earth” (Isa. 44:23; cf. 42:5-6). “Who has measured the waters in the hollows of his hand, And marked off the heavens with a span, Enclosed the dust of the earth in a measure, And weighed the mountains in scales and the hills in a balance? …The Lord is the everlasting God, The Creator of the ends of the earth” (Isa. 40:12, 28). 
The prophet goes on to say that God will create rivers in the desert and straighten crooked paths. He will make a new thing. When he freed Israel from bondage in Egypt centuries earlier, God created of them a people for his own and made a covenant with them. Now, his act that liberates their Judahite descendants from exile in Babylon will be at the same time an act of creation. He will renew his people as he renews the creation, and will give them a new covenantal responsibility, to be a light to the nations (Is. 42:6). Thus, creation and salvation are closely tied together in the understanding of the biblical writers.
Jeremiah declared, “He made the earth by his power; he founded the world by his wisdom and stretched out the heavens by his understanding.” Jeremiah 51:15
Amos 4:13 declares that it is the Lord God Almighty who forms the mountains and creates the wind. In Jonah 1:9 the prophet declares that he “worships the Lord, the God of heaven, who made the sea and the dry land.”
An important theme in the Old Testament is that God creates all things in wisdom, an expression of God's own nature. God is the source of all wisdom (Prov. 2:8), and wisdom is one of the most important of God's gifts to humankind (Prov. 8:11-12). Specifically, wisdom's role in creation is highlighted in key passages. In the book of Proverbs, Wisdom is personified and praised as God's agent and assistant in creation. "The Lord created me at the beginning of his work," Wisdom declares, "the first of his acts of old." "When he established the heavens" and "marked out the foundations of the earth, then I was beside him, like a master workman" (Prov. 8:22ff).
Creation in the New Testament: In the New Testament, the themes of creation found in the Old Testament are reiterated in the writings of Paul and the person and work of Jesus Christ. In both early and late writings preserved in the New Testament, Christ is proclaimed as the pre-existent one and  
In the Letter to the Colossians he is lauded as the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible or invisible… all things have been created through him and for him. He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together…. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell,  and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross" (Col. 1:15-17, 19-20). 

In this remarkable passage, we see Christ proclaimed as the Agent of Creation (in him all things were created), the Wisdom of God (the firstborn of all creation, as in Prov. 8:22), the Sustainer (in him all things hold together), and the Savior (through him God was pleased to reconcile all things). 
And the passage itself rings with praise to Christ. He--the One through whom God saves, and not only human beings but all things, the entire cosmos--is also the very Word of God who spoke the whole of creation into existence, as John also affirms: In the beginning was the Word, And the Word was with God, And the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being (John 1:1-3).
Creation is central (along with covenant) to everything in the Old Testament and first century Judaic literature (writings such as The Wisdom of Solomon, 4 Ezra, and the writings of the Qumran Community, where we found the Dead Sea Scrolls). The universe and all its contents are creation, crafted by God and pronounced good.   
Appeals to both creation and covenant exist throughout Paul’s writings as the dominant theme, especially when he’s talking about Christ, which is the fulfillment of God’s promise. Through Christ, God did what the Law (and Israel) was supposed to do: renew creation.  For Paul, Christ is the embodiment of creation and covenant: “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him.  And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together.  And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent.  For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. Colossians 1:15-20
Look at how Paul describes the Messiah: all things were made through Him and for Him (Jesus as the Creator), and through him all things are reconciled to Himself (Jesus as the fulfillment of the Covenant).

In Acts 17:22-31 Paul witnesses to the pagan thinkers and intellectuals known as Stoics and Epicureans.  The Stoics affirmed the reality of design in nature, while the Epicureans denied it. Neither had knowledge of the true God, but their arguments about design were similar to many of the arguments still discussed in our day. Paul tells them about the Lord as the Creator of all things and all humanity. Paul had little in common with these people; so, he went right to what they did have in common. Hence, we see Creation as; again, a crucial theme in Scripture. 

Question: Has God finished His Creation? The Scriptures affirms that God’s Creation was completed at the “foundation of the world” (Heb.4:3). But His creative word still operates for “in Him we live and move and have our being.” Acts 17:28
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