Lesson – 4                                        January 25, 2014                                Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 4 Discipling Children
Read for your study: - Ps. 127:3-5; Deut. 6:6-7; Luke 2:40-52; Matt. 18:1-6,10-14; Mark 10:13 16.
Memory Text: - Do you hear what these children are saying? They asked him. Yes, replied Jesus, have you never read, from the lips of children and infants you have ordained praise? (Matthew 21:16, NIV).
Introduction: - Bringing up children is not the easiest of tasks and the subject of discipling children has had more than its share of controversy practically. Every now and then as we turn the pages of the newspaper or flip TV News channels, the articles or the news grab our attention of a sixteen or seventeen year old, who had dropped out of school or committed suicide because she/he had got low grades and flunked her/his exams. This is neither new nor rare news; we hear it all the time. And we wonder where we are going wrong. Are we putting too much pressure on our children or are we turning them into delicate darlings who cannot take any pressure? Is something wrong with the way we disciple or bring up our children? Is this a problem of discipling or disciplining children among other things?
We must not forget that most Christians become Christians at a relatively young age. What could be the reason? Is it the Christian atmosphere of the home; the Christian school; or is it the Sunday or Sabbath School? In this week’s lesson on discipling Children, let us dive into our study and learn!
The Hebrew Child’s Advantage: - During the time of the ancient Hebrew culture, every male child was to be educated and trained for a trade from the age of twelve. It demonstrated to every Hebrew parent that children were valuable, especially the male child. Birthright, education, and many cultural practices also demonstrated that children were valuable. Passages from the Scriptures such as Psalm 127:3-5; 128:3-6; Jeremiah 7:31; and Deuteronomy 6:6-7 should also make it very clear that God recognizes the great value of children and their future potential. 
Proverbs 22:6 says, “Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.” The words translated as “train up” come from a Hebrew word that literally means “to narrow”.  Figuratively speaking it can mean to initiate or discipline, to dedicate or train up.   If we were to take the literal meaning of the word, we would likely translate this verse to read, “Narrow the way in which your kids go”.   
The idea here is that you are bringing your child down a narrow path of life, not letting them go off to be wild and reckless on a path of destruction.  This concept is very similar to the teachings of Jesus in Matthew 7:13-14 “Enter in by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and many are those who enter in by it. How narrow is the gate, and restricted is the way that leads to life! Few are those who find it.” 
The story is told about an evangelist who came home one day, and his wife asked him about the success of his efforts. He reported that 3½ people had become Christians. She responded, puzzled, “Do you mean three adults and one child?” He said, “No, three children and one adult. The children will be able to live most of their lives as Christians, but the adult has no more than half of a life left!”  The training and molding of our children begins at a young age.
Jesus’ Childhood: - What can we learn about childhood and its challenges from the life of Jesus? The Bible gives no details about the life of Jesus between His infancy and the start of His ministry at age 30. The passages in Luke 2:40-52 does not give any details except that ‘He grew and became strong in spirit, filled with wisdom; and the grace of God was upon Him. His parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover.’ 
But we find some details in the writings of Ellen White. In Desire of Ages pp. 68-74; 84-92 we know that Jesus did not attend the schools of the rabbis. So, where did He get His education? Where did He learn about the Bible? Look at the following paragraphs taken from the above chapters in Desire of Ages about the childhood of Jesus.
“Among the Jews the twelfth year was the dividing line between childhood and youth. On completing this year a Hebrew boy was called a son of the law, and also a son of God. He was given special opportunities for religious instruction, and was expected to participate in the sacred feasts and observances. It was in accordance with this custom that Jesus in His boyhood made the Passover visit to Jerusalem.” —Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages, p. 75.
The child Jesus did not receive instruction in the synagogue schools. His mother was His first human teacher. From her lips and from the scrolls of the prophets, He learned of heavenly things. The very words which He Himself had spoken to Moses for Israel He was now taught at His mother’s knee. As He advanced from childhood to youth, He did not seek the schools of the rabbis. He needed not the education to be obtained from such sources; for God was His instructor.—Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages, p. 70.
Every child may gain knowledge as Jesus did. As we try to become acquainted with our heavenly Father through His word, angels will draw near, our minds will be strengthened, our characters will be elevated and refined. We shall become more like our Saviour. And as we behold the beautiful and grand in nature, our affections go out after God. While the spirit is awed, the soul is invigorated by coming in contact with the Infinite through His works. Communion with God through [71] prayer develops the mental and moral faculties, and the spiritual powers strengthen as we cultivate thoughts upon spiritual things.—Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages, p. 70.4.
Healing the Children: - Matthew 9:18-26; Mark 7:24-30; Luke 9:37-43; and John 4:46-54 tells some of Jesus’s most remarkable miracles involving children. Each of these stories tells us about a desperate parent bringing his child to Jesus, because they believed His words. 

Jesus showed great compassion for the children. In Mark 10:13- 14 we are told that ‘people were bringing little children to Jesus to have Him touch them, but the disciples rebuked them. When Jesus saw this, He was indignant. He said to them, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.” 
The most important sermon children will ever “hear” is not the one the pastor preaches but the one that their parents live. God’s eyes are constantly on every living person including children. 
How good are we as adults at making church and Sabbath school interesting for children? How important is discipling children in our church? Is the church nurturing them in way it should nurture? Do they feel protected in every way possible? 
Question: - What is implied by these very significant words in Deuteronomy 6:4-9? How are you supposed to teach your children when “you are at home and when you are away, when you are resting and when you are working”? Is that implying that we are supposed to be good examples in everything we do?

The admonition to us today is that “Fathers and mothers should look upon their children as younger members of the Lord’s family, committed to them to educate for heaven. The lessons that we ourselves learn from Christ we should give to our children, as the young minds can receive them, little by little opening to them the beauty of the principles of heaven.—Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages, p. 515. 

“In the children, who were brought in contact with Him, Jesus saw the men and women who should be heirs of His grace and subjects of His kingdom, and some of whom would become martyrs for His sake. He knew that these children would listen to Him and accept Him as their Redeemer far more readily than would grown-up people, many of whom were the worldly wise and hardhearted. In His teaching He came down to their level. He, the Majesty of heaven, did not disdain to answer their questions, and simplify His important lessons to meet their childish understanding. He planted in their minds the seeds of truth, which in after years would spring up, and bear fruit unto eternal life.—Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages, pp. 512.3-515.0.
How are we preparing our children for the kingdom of heaven? Are we faithful ourselves in our daily Bible study and church attendance? Are we part of the plan for discipling children? 

It is our obligation as parents to guide our children in ways that are right, true, noble and good.  We are at the same time to keep our children from ways that are destructive, harmful, false and evil.  We cannot delegate this responsibility to the care of others, church or any other institution.  God calls us as parents to perform this function.  We also cannot expect our children to know the way to go or figure it out on their own.  Children must be taught and even trained to live a godly lifestyle. 
God Bless You!!! 
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