Lesson – 4                                       October 22, 2011                          Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 4 Justification by Faith Alone
Read for your study: Gal. 2:15–21; Eph. 2:12; Phil. 3:9; Rom. 3:10–20; Gen. 15:5, 6; Rom. 3:8.

Memory Text: “I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me” (Galatians 2:20, ESV).

Introduction: The religions of this world have many different beliefs about what is required to be "saved." One of the most prevalent ideas is that an individual can receive salvation by simply "believing" and that his works—the way he lives—has no bearing on his salvation. This belief in salvation by faith alone is one that millions of sincere "Christians" strongly defend. And many of these will strongly condemn anyone who believes that one's way of life has anything to do with being saved. 
Most people think of "justification," "salvation," etc., as if they were states of being, referring to what you are (or are not).  Similarly, they often talk about "faith" as if it were an object, something that you have or possess (or not).  In the New Testament, however, these terms all refer to processes, things that you do, or even more importantly, what God and Jesus Christ have done for you:

· "Justification" - the process of being "justified" (accepted by other people or by God)

· "Salvation" - the process of being "saved" (rescued from any type of danger or catastrophe)

· "Redemption" - the process of being "redeemed" (getting something back by repaying a loan)

· "Sanctification" - the process of being "sanctified" (set apart, made holy, dedicated to God)

· "Righteousness"- the process of being "made right" (put back into "right relationship" with God)

· "Faith" - the action of "trusting" someone (relying on them or "entrusting" yourself to them)

Martin Luther, the great reformer in the 16th century, called the doctrine of justification by faith alone “the article of a standing or falling Church.” What Luther meant is that the doctrine of justification is so central to the life and vitality of the Church that by that doctrine the Church would either stand or fall. If the biblical doctrine of justification was taught and believed, the Church would stand. If the doctrine was abandoned, the Church would fall. It is that simple. 

Justification by faith alone was Martin Luther's great spiritual and theological breakthrough. It did not come easily. He had tried everything from sleeping on hard floors and fasting to climbing a staircase in Rome while kneeling in prayer. Monasteries, disciplines, confessions, masses, absolutions, good works-all proved fruitless. Peace with God eluded him. The thought of the righteousness of God pursued him. He hated the very word "righteousness," which he believed provided a divine permission to condemn him. But ‘Light’ finally dawned for Luther as he meditated on Romans 1:17, "For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, the just shall live by faith." He saw for the first time that the righteousness Paul had here in mind was not a corrective justice which condemns sinners but a perfect righteousness which God freely grants to sinners on the basis of Christ's merits, and which sinners receive by faith. Luther saw that the doctrine of justification by grace alone (sola gratia) through faith alone (per solam fidem) because of Christ alone (solus Christus) was the heart of the gospel and became for him "an open door into paradise.... a gate to heaven." 
It is for the first time in the letter to the Galatians we encounter the term “to justify.” The verb “justified” occurs three times in verse 16, once in verse 17, and the noun “justification” (translated as “righteousness”) occurs once in verse 21. Paul actually says that salvation is accomplished through the faithfulness of Jesus (as show by his willingness to die on the cross). 
In this brief summary of his discussion in Galatians 2:15-21, Paul discussed some key concepts in his writings: justification, righteousness, works of law, belief, faith, and the faithfulness of Jesus. In this passage Paul briefly summarized the plan of salvation by faith alone. Let us attempt to dig into the meaning of these expressions in this lesson! 

The question of ‘Justification’ and the works of the law- 
Question: What is Justification? Sometimes we become confused by the Bible's terminology. Justification and sanctification are not the same things. 
Justification is a legal state or condition which God, by His grace, declares us to be in as a result of our repentance and faith in the blood of Jesus Christ. It is righteousness (right standing with God), but it is imputed, accounted, or bestowed upon us; it is not based on any of our works. Justification clears the account of debt with God and frees us from the death penalty. It gives us peace with God and access to Him and the Holy Spirit. All these things come as a gift from Him through justification. With justification, Christ's righteousness is merely imputed to us, accounted where it legally ought not to be.
Section 1996 of the Catechism says: Our justification comes from the grace of God. Grace is favor, the free and undeserved help that God gives us to respond to his call to become children of God, adoptive sons, partakers of the divine nature and of eternal life. (John 4:14;7:38-39.)

Sections 161-162 the Catechism says: (161) "Believing in Jesus Christ and in the One who sent him for our salvation is necessary for obtaining that salvation ...therefore without faith no one has ever attained justification...(162) Faith is an entirely free gift that God makes to man... The Catechism also talks about our response to faith, (sections 161-162 and 1997-2000) which is to go out into the world and do as Jesus would have us do, which is what we call Charity. 
Under sanctification, Christ's righteousness actually, literally becomes ours through the process of obedience, overcoming, prayer, study, producing fruit, sacrificing ourselves, serving, and being led and enabled by God's Holy Spirit, as God purifies our heart and infuses within us His divine nature—producing His image and holiness. Sanctification is a process where works come into play, as Paul exhorts, "Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling" in Philippians 2:12). Our part is activated and motivated by faith. This faith is not merely believing but trusting what His Word says enough to act on it or sacrifice because of it—yielding to God. Sanctification requires work—not to save us—but to ensure that God's creative process in us continues. 

Question: Why would Paul make so much emphasis on ‘justification’? 

There was confusion in the Galatian churches over how a person came into a right relationship with God. That is, there was confusion over how a person was justified before God. False teachers, known as Judaizers, taught that a person came into a right relationship with God by faith in Jesus Christ plus obedience to the Mosaic Law or ‘works of the Law’ i.e. by circumcism.  They were adding works to faith. Even the apostle Peter fell prey to their bewitching teaching to the point where Paul had to publicly confront and rebuke him regarding his hypocrisy (Galatians 2:11-21). 
Paul says in verses 15-16: “We who are Jews by birth and not ‘Gentile sinners’ know that a man is not justified by observing the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by observing the law, because by observing the law no one will be justified.” 
Paul is saying that works are of value when joined with faith in Jesus Christ, clearly showing that when works are combined with faith, they have positive value. He made it very clear that we can never be declared righteous, set right, or put right by observing the law. Why is that? We could be put right with God if we could keep the law. (Leviticus 18:5; Romans 2:13) But, we cannot. The only way our lives will be changed is by “beholding.” This is certainly not by “works of the law.” 
Paul approaches the faith and works question from yet another angle. This time, he uses Abraham as the model by which all his "children in the faith" also become "children of God." He proceeds to state that it was through faith that Abraham was justified. 

Of Abraham's faith Genesis 15:6 states, "And he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for righteousness." Roman Catholics have traditionally appealed to the verse to support their doctrine of justification by grace-empowered works, but not one word is mentioned here of work or merit. Rather, in Genesis 15:6, God grants righteousness to Abraham as a free gift. 
Paul confirms in Romans 4 and Galatians 3:6-14 that the imputed (i.e. reckoned) righteousness of Genesis 15:6 is to be understood in terms of "by or through faith.” The Hebrew verb in Genesis 15:6 is also rendered "was counted" in Romans 4:3 (cf. Galatians 3:6, which uses "accounted" in the text and "imputed" in the marginal notes). This verb most often indicates "what a person, considered by himself, is not, or does not have, but is reckoned, held or regarded to be, or to have." - William Hendriksen, Romans, Grand Rapids: Baker, 1982, p. 147.  It is clear then that when Abraham was justified by his faith, the righteousness which was reckoned or "charged to his account": was righteousness not his own but that of another, namely, the righteousness of Christ (Galatians 3:16).
Paul also points out that there is more to the equation of justification than just faith in Romans 2:13: "For not the hearers of the law are just before God, but the doers of the law shall be justified." 

The Basis of our justification - 
Another major Old Testament text supporting justification by faith is Habakkuk 2:4: "the just shall live by his faith," or as some scholars would read, "the just by faith shall live." Paul makes clear that this verse, quoted in Romans 1:17, Galatians 3:11, and Hebrews 10:38, is ultimately fulfilled in the righteousness that comes by faith in the gospel of Christ, for which the law itself teaches us to look (Romans 3:21-22; 10:4). Paul's explanation of Habakkuk has inspired not only Martin Luther but countless other believers to place their faith in a righteousness not their own, but that of Jesus Christ who is called "The Lord our Righteousness" (Jeremiah 23:6). 
God warned us in Genesis 2:17 that ‘sin leads to death’ but it turned into life by ‘the death of Jesus Christ.’ We were set right with God by ‘beholding’ Him. So, how do we actually “behold God?” By reading His Word we behold Him. (Romans 10:17) It is through His inspired Word that we get to know Him, to appreciate Him, to love Him, and to worship Him. Getting to know God is a lifelong experience. 
Justification is clearly an act of God's grace, because what we deserve from what we have earned—from what we have done the conduct of our lives—is death. It is not our hanging on to Christ (that is, the keeping of the law) that saves us, but rather Christ hanging on to us. That is, it is not what we do, but it is what He does continuously as acts of grace that saves us, because we deserve death. If we can earn salvation through law-keeping, Paul is saying in verse 21, "then Christ died in vain." If we can earn salvation through law-keeping, then Christ's sinless life and agonizing death were not necessary, because we can do it ourselves.  Faith in Jesus Christ is the basis of our justification. 
The Obedience of Faith and Sin: 
Faith is foundational to the Christian life. Faith is not some kind of feeling or attitude that humans one day decide to have because God requires it. On the contrary, true faith originates in a heart touched with a sense of gratitude and love for God’s goodness, says the author. It is a response to God and Hebrews 11 tells us that Abraham showed it in his life. 
Hebrews 11:1 defines faith saying, “Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see.” Verse 8 tells us that ‘by faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going.’ And the scriptures tell us that he was commended for this response. This is obedience of faith – faith in action. 
In Romans 1:5, Paul writes about the “obedience of faith.” He means true faith that affects the whole of a person’s life, not just the mind. It involves commitment to our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, as much what we do and how we live and in whom we trust and believe. 
Question: How does Paul respond to the accusation that a doctrine of justification by faith alone encourages sinful behavior? 
The main accusation against Paul was that his gospel of justification by faith alone encouraged people to sin. But Paul responds to this accusation in the strongest terms possible: “God forbid!” While it is possible that a person might fall into sin after coming to Christ, the responsibility would certainly not belong to Christ. If we break the law, we ourselves are the lawbreakers. 

Justification is the legal act where God declares the sinner to be innocent of his or her sins.  It is not that the sinner is now sinless, but that he is "declared" sinless.  This declaration of righteousness is being justified before God.  This justification is based on the shed blood of Jesus, "...having now been justified by His blood..." (Rom. 5:9) where Jesus was crucified, died, was buried, and rose again (1 Cor. 15:1-4).  God imputed (reckoned to our account) the righteousness of Christ at the same time our sins were imputed to Christ when he was on the cross.  That is why it says in 1 Pet. 2:24, "and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed." Also, 2 Cor. 5:21 says, "He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him." Additionally, we are justified by faith (Rom. 5:1) apart from works of the Law (Rom. 3:28).
Ellen White points out that, “The law demands righteousness, and this the sinner owes to the law; but he is incapable of rendering it. The only way in which he can attain to righteousness is through faith. By faith he can bring to God the merits of Christ, and the Lord places the obedience of His Son to the sinner’s account. Christ’s righteousness is accepted in place of man’s failure, and God receives, pardons, justifies, the repentant, believing soul, treats him as though he were righteous, and loves him as He loves His Son.”—Ellen G. White, Selected Messages, book 1, p. 367.
Conclusion: Justification is by faith.  True faith is God's work (John 6:28-29), granted by God (John 1:29), and is concurrent with regeneration (2 Cor. 5:17), which God works in us by his will (John 1:13).  The result of this is that the sinner turns from his sin and towards doing good works.  But it is not these works that earn our place with God nor sustain it.  Jesus accomplished all that we need to be saved and stay saved on the cross.  All that we need, we have in Jesus. This is why Paul says in Romans 5:1 we are justified by faith.  This true belief with justification before God and regeneration in the new believer, results in good works. Hence, "Faith without works is dead," (James 2:20). "For all must test their own work." Galatians 6:4 
“There is not a point that needs to be dwelt upon more earnestly, repeated more frequently, or established more firmly in the minds of all than the impossibility of fallen man meriting anything by his own best good works. Salvation is through faith in Jesus Christ alone.”—Ellen G. White, Faith and Works,  pp. 18, 19.  
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