Lesson – 4                                       October 26, 2013                                 Gladwin Mathews  


Lesson – 4 Lessons from the Sanctuary
Read for your study: -Exodus 25:8; 31:2-11; 40:9-10; Leviticus 19:2; 1 Peter 1:14-16; Romans 3:25-28; 1 Kings 8:31-53; Psalm 27; 73:1-17.

Memory Text: - ‘Let them construct a sanctuary for Me, that I may dwell among them’ Ex. 25:8 
Introduction: - It has always been God’s desire to commune with mankind, the crowning act of His creation. God wanted to have that close communion with Adam and Eve in their first sanctuary-like garden. 
At the beginning of the history of mankind, as a result of the disobedience of Adam and Eve, God made a symbolic gesture in sacrificing an animal, to replace their hand sewn clothes of fig leaves with skin clothes. In this way, God introduced them to the sacrificial system they had to practice, foreshadowing the Savior to come, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
Later, He instructed Moses to construct a sanctuary for Him so that He could dwell with them (Exodus 25:8). It was God’s intent for the sanctuary to be the center of life and activities for the children of Israel. The worship of God and all the ceremonies connected with it were to be the yeelcenter of their attention–the most attractive and beautiful part of their lives. 
Ever since the Garden of Eden, the gospel was given in prophetic symbolism that often refers to the sanctuary, its furnishings, and the services that were taking place in it. This week’s lesson will help us to look at the design and function of the sanctuary built by Moses and the Israelites at the foot of Mt. Sinai. Let us dive into our study as we look at the plan of the earthly sanctuary!
Place of the Presence: - The sanctuary was made up of three parts: 
· The courtyard 

· The first part of the tabernacle, called the Holy Place 

· The second part of the tabernacle, called the Most Holy Place (the Holiest of All).
The tabernacle represented God’s presence among the Israel camp. Besides this, God’s presence was also seen in pillar of fire by night and the pillar of cloud by day to guide them. These were the two visible symbols of His presence everyday in the camp. Can we imagine God’s presence through these two symbols in the church today? 
Numbers 2 describes that the sanctuary was located in the center of the camp. This is where normally a king would place his tent according to the ancient near east custom. This symbolizes that God is the king over Israel.
Next came the Levites who placed their tents around the sanctuary, and the other tribes pitched their tents further around at a “distance” in groups of three, illustrating in a way both the nearness and the distance of God. 

Question: Did the sanctuary serve any other purpose? “Another purpose of the sanctuary was to provide a location for a centralized, divinely ordained system of worship. Because God’s presence in the midst of the people was jeopardized by their impurities and moral failings, He provided a system of sacrifices and offerings through which unholy people could live and remain in the presence of a holy God.” (Sabbath School Lesson, Sunday’s portion)
Be Ye Holy: - The word holy has two meanings: "to set aside" and "to set apart" or "to cut out." However, it always carries a sense of "purity." 
Question: How does something become holy? The word "holy" is fundamentally the same word used in Genesis 2:3 where God sanctified the seventh-day Sabbath. It takes a holy God to make something holy. He makes it holy by His presence because He is holy. It could be time, a place, things, and even people.
Exodus 3:2-5 shows a principle regarding the making of something holy. Because God was present, the ground itself was holy and could not be approached in the ordinary fashion. The same presence of God makes the Sabbath holy.
1 Peter 1:16 says, ". . . because it is written, 'Be holy, for I am holy,'" which is precisely the lesson contained within Leviticus 22:1-7. Our holy God is clearly saying, "Those who serve Me must also be holy." Holy essentially means "set apart," but it also carries with it the sense of "different," which helps explain why a person or thing is set apart.
“The typical service was the connecting link between God and Israel. The sacrificial offerings were designed to prefigure the sacrifice of Christ, and thus to preserve in the hearts of the people an unwavering faith in the Redeemer to come. Hence, in order that the Lord might accept their sacrifices, and continue His presence with them, and, on the other hand, that the people might have a correct knowledge of the plan of salvation, and a right understanding of their duty, it was of the utmost importance that holiness of heart and purity of life, reverence for God, and strict obedience to His requirements, should be maintained by all connected with the sanctuary.”—Ellen G. White, The SDA Bible Commentary, vol. 2, p. 1,010.

Holy also has the sense of cleanliness or of being undefiled. God can just as easily be saying to the priests and their children, "I am a clean God, and I want those who serve Me to be clean."  The spiritual lesson within this physical instruction is that the Tabernacle, Altar, Priesthood, furniture, vessels, and all of the rites have spiritual significance, and Paul writes that they are "shadow of good things to come" (Hebrews 10:1). 
In  Ephesians 1:4 we have been invited to be holy—to be holy as God is holy—to be without blame before Him in love. God says that we have been called to be holy and without blame before Him. We could also say we have been called to be sanctified. Becoming holy is sanctification. Sanctification is just a fancy term that means "becoming holy," which is growing in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ. Paul says in Hebrews 12:14 that "without (holiness) no one will see the Lord." We have been invited—called—to become holy.
Instruments of the Sanctuary: - The instruments of the sanctuary were: 

· The Cherubim of gold

· The Mercy Seat

· The Ark of the covenant containing Law

· The Altar of Incense

· The Seven-branch candle sticks

· The Table of shewbread

· The bronze laver

· The Altar of burnt offering 

The courtyard: It was an enclosure approximately 164 feet (50 meters) long and 82 feet (25 meters) wide, surrounded by a fence 10 feet (3 meters) high. Within the courtyard were placed: the altar of burnt offering, where sacrifices were offered for the sins of the people; the laver of bronze, where priests washed their feet and hands before entering the tabernacle to officiate.
The Holy Place: It was the first part of the tabernacle, whose entry was made up of a linen veil. A second veil separated the Holy Place from the Most Holy Place. Within the Holy Place were placed: the table of shewbread, on which were placed the twelve shewbread, representing the twelve tribes of Israel. The breads were replaced each Sabbath; the seven-branch candlestick, which supplied with oil seven lamps burning day and night, thus continually lighting up the tabernacle; the altar of incense, where incense was burned every morning and evening.  

The Most Holy Place: - This was the second part of the tabernacle where only the High Priest was allowed to enter, once a year, on the Day of Atonement, to perform the annual service. This is where the most important object of the sanctuary was; the Ark of the Covenant, the supreme symbol of God’s presence and holiness. 
In the ark were the two tables of stone with the Ten Commandments written on them. The lid “atonement cover” (NIV) covered the “mercy seat” of the ark conveying the idea that ‘our compassionate and gracious God has reconciled the people with Himself and made every provision for them to maintain a covenant relationship with Him’. And above the ark was the cloud representing the Shekinah glory of God. Only once a year the high priest entered the most holy place. That was on the Day of Atonement or Yom Kippur in Hebrew. (Leviticus 16)
In this place, once a year, on the Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur in the Hebrew), atonement for the people and the sanctuary took place (Lev. 16:14–16). In Romans 3:25, Paul refers to Jesus as “atonement cover” (usually translated as “propitiation” or “sacrifice of atonement”), for Jesus Himself is the place of redemption, the One through whom God has made atonement for our sins. In the Holy Place, the lampstand continually provided light (Lev. 24:1–4), and the altar of incense produced the protective smoke that concealed the presence of God from the priest (Lev. 16:12-13). On the table for the bread of the presence were placed twelve loaves of bread, representing the twelve tribes of Israel. 
All this were to be ‘figures of the true,’ “patterns of things in the heavens” (Hebrews 9:24, 23) – a representation of the heavenly temple where Christ , our high priest, after offering His life as a sacrifice, was to minister in the sinner’s behalf. (Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 343.2) 
Center of Divine and Communal Activity: - Later, the services of the tabernacle shifted to the newly built temple, dedicated to the Lord by King Solomon. He suggested several things that should take place in the temple. (1 Kings 8: 31-53) It must serve as: 
· A place for seeking forgiveness (vs. 30) 

· A place for oath swearing (vss. 31, 32); 

· A for supplication when defeated (vss. 33, 34); 
· A place for petition when faced with drought (vss. 35, 36) or other disasters (vss. 37-40). 
· A place for the alien to pray (vss. 41-43), 
· As well as a place to petition for victory (vss. 44, 45). 
‘That the temple was intended to be a “ ‘house of prayer for all the peoples’ ” (Isa. 56:7, NASB) becomes evident from the fact that Solomon envisioned the individual Israelite, the foreigner, and the entire population as petitioners.’ (Sabbath School lesson for Wednesday, October 23)
Sanctuary – the center of all activity: The sanctuary with its location in the middle of the camp was supposed to be the center of all activity for the children of Israel. As we know, that place of significance was later transferred to Jerusalem. 
Question: In what ways could a modern Christian church fulfill a similar role? Certainly, the church is supposed to be the primary place where we are to meet with God. (Exodus 25:22; Leviticus 1:1) 

Do we think of our church as the center of our activities? Do we feel like the Sabbath school services and the church services provide a real communication time with God? Do we feel God’s presence as the Israelites must have there at the foot of Mount Sinai? Do we hear God saying to us, “Be holy as I am holy”? 
God Bless You!!!
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