Lesson – 4                                            April 27, 2013                               Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 4 Lord of All Nations (Amos)
Read for your Study: Amos 1-2, Isaiah 58, Luke 12:47-48, 1 Kings 8:37-40, Amos 4:12-13. 
Memory Text: “A Lion has roared! Who will not fear? The Lord God has spoken! Who can but prophesy?” (Amos 3:8, NKJV).
Introduction: The prophet Amos lived among a group of shepherds in Tekoa, a small village located about 10-12 miles south of Jerusalem. Amos makes it clear in his writings that he did not come from a family of prophets, nor did he even consider himself one. Rather, he was “a grower of sycamore figs” as well as a shepherd (Amos 7:14–15). Amos’s simple life shows his connection with the people that made its way into the center of his prophecies. His simple life showed a heart for the oppressed and the voiceless in the world.
Amos prophesied “two years before the earthquake” (Amos 1:1; Zechariah 14:5), just before the halfway point of the eighth century BC, during the reigns of Uzziah, king of Judah, and Jeroboam, king of Israel. Their reigns overlapped for fifteen years, from 767 BC to 753 BC.

Though he came from the southern kingdom of Judah, Amos delivered his prophecy against the northern kingdom of Israel and the surrounding nations, leading to some resistance from the prideful Israelites (Amos 7:12). Jeroboam’s reign had been quite profitable for the northern kingdom, at least in a material sense. However, the moral decay that also occurred at that time counteracted any positives from the material growth.

While most of the prophets mention redemption and restoration, here and there in their prophecies against Israel and Judah, Amos devoted only the final five verses of his prophecy for such consolation. Prior to that, God’s word through Amos was directed against the privileged people of Israel, a people who had no love for their neighbor, who took advantage of others, and who only looked out for their own concerns. 
Amos rebuked them because he saw in that lifestyle evidence that Israel had forgotten God. So, what was God suppose to do? Let us dive into our study with this thought and learn! 

Crimes Against Humanity: More than almost any other book of Scripture, the book of Amos holds God’s people accountable for their ill-treatment of others. It repeatedly points out the failure of the people to fully embrace God’s idea of justice. They were selling off needy people for goods, taking advantage of the helpless, oppressing the poor, and the men were using women immorally (Amos 2:6–8; 3:10; 4:1; 5:11–12; 8:4–6). Drunk on their own economic success and intent on strengthening their financial position, the people had lost the concept of caring for one another.
The people of Israel in the north enjoyed an almost unparalleled time of success. But God was not happy! While their outer lives gleamed with the rays of success, their inner lives were a pit of moral decay. Rather than seeking out opportunities to do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly, they embraced their arrogance, idolatry, self righteousness, and materialism. So God decided to call a quiet shepherd and farmer to travel from his home in the less sinful south and carry a message of judgment to the Israelites. But the people in the north used Amos’s status as a foreigner as an excuse to ignore his message of judgment for a multiplicity of sins. 
Amos began to prophesy against the nations surrounding Israel. He started with Syria, moved to Philistia, then to Tyre, to Edom, to Ammon and Moab, to Judah, and then finally he went to work on Israel as his main target. He was particularly hard on the rich who were abusing and unfairly using the poor. He described what we might today call crimes against humanity–cheating people out of their rightful wages and even selling them into slavery. 

Question: Is the condition of our society different than from that of Amos’ days? The injustices that Amos highlights aren’t greatly different from the ones we see in our society where the rich grow richer at the expense of the poor. A society where basic rights are denied to the needy; a society where the rulers live for their own pleasure! 

The history of Israel is dark. Not one of the 20 kings in the Northern Kingdom followed God. All of the kings–from the first, Jeroboam, to the last, Hoshea–were wicked. They did things that were wrong in the sight of the Lord. There was not a single exception. Only plots, revolts, exploitation, violence, terror, corruption, tragedy, and desperation prevailed. Just to illustrate: seven of Israel’s kings were assassinated, one committed suicide, and one was “stricken by God.” The Bible uses King Ahab and his wife Jezebel as a symbol of the evil in Israel. Not one was a God-fearing ruler; none repented or undertook reformation. They led the people to destruction. They were leaders of doom. What an unfortunate and evil situation. No wonder God needed to send “strong medicine” to shake the stubborn nation and stop the prevailing wickedness. But unfortunately, as we know from history, not even the voice of a prophet helped. (Adult Teacher’s Bible Study Guide, p. 50) 
Question: What is Amos reminding us by speaking about the nations surrounding Israel? By speaking about the nations surrounding Israel, Amos is reminding us that God is not the God of a special group; but rather, He is the God of all humanity. He is an awesome God and does not show partiality. 
Justice for the Oppressed: Amos was the first prophet to believe that he had to speak out against the injustice that was taking place throughout the land of Palestine. Such injustice had become more or less the ethical standard among the surrounding nations. Amos reminded them that the day of God’s judgment was coming. 
Question: What was it that the nations did to heap such judgement upon itself? 

In the covenant made with God, Israel had promised to reflect God’s justice, mercy, love, and righteousness. The covenant meant they would act as ambassadors of Yahweh and be a reflection of the covenant people of the one true God. As covenant people they were to set the standard of truth and justice in all that was pleasing to God. They were meant to bring ‘glory and honour’ to the name of God and exalt Him as the one and the only true God over all the heavens and the earth. However, the people broke their covenant and refuse to obey and follow God. God indicts Israel as a direct consequence of Israel’s disobedience. It was no longer seen by God as holy. 

In Amos 5:7 justices is said to be have turned into wormwood and righteousness to rest in the earth. Wormwood was a nonpoisonous but bitter plant common to the Middle East for its medicinal purposes. However Amos uses this analogy to indict God’s people that the justice they were meant to show others was similarly meant to be of medicinal value. But instead it had become bitter in the mouth. Righteousness was meant to be a way of life for God’s people, but again this was neglected and thrown to the ground. God’s people were required as part of the covenant to show mercy and help the poor and oppressed. They were required to create a socially just society according to what God had commanded them. 
Question: Do we as Christians recognize the need to reach out and care for the poor and needy around us? What is the relationship between our spiritual condition–our relationship to God–and our ethical treatment of those around us–our neighbors? How do we understand the gospel and the teachings of Jesus in the Scriptures in regard to social injustices? 
The Bible clearly teaches that social justice should be a natural product of the gospel. As the Holy Spirit makes us more like Jesus, we learn to share God’s concerns. The Lord through Moses insist on the fair treatment of foreigners, widows, and orphans (Exod. 22:21-24). The prophets speak of God’s concern about the just and compassionate treatment of less privileged people (Isa. 58:6-7). The psalmist calls the God who lives in His holy dwelling “a father of the fatherless, a defender of widows” (Ps. 68:5, NKJV). Christ showed great concern for those who were rejected by society (Mark 7:24-30, John 4:7-26). Jesus had it summed up in two commandments: to love God and to love our neighbors. The Lord’s brother James calls on us to put our faith into action and help the needy (James 2:14-26). No follower of Christ can do anything less and really be a follower of Christ. 

The Peril of Privilege: It is with God that whom He wills He chooses. God Himself had chosen Israel and had brought her out of slavery. Israel grew strong and prospered under God’s care for they were the Lord’s elect. But Israel’s strength and prosperity led to pride in regard to its ‘privileged status’ as the Lord’s chosen. Amos 3: 1, 2 quotes God saying, “Of all the nations on earth, you are the only one I have known and cared for. That is what makes your sins so terrible, and that is why I must punish you for them.” 
Ellen White tells us that ‘God had chosen Israel. He had called them to preserve among men the knowledge of His law, and of the symbols and prophecies that pointed to the Saviour. He desired them to be as wells of salvation to the world. What Abraham was in the land of his sojourn, what Joseph was in Egypt, and Daniel in the courts of Babylon, the Hebrew people were to be among the nations. They were to reveal God to men.’- (The Desire of Ages, p. 27).  Did they serve that purpose? No! Instead they clung to their pride as the chosen nation and did not heed to God’s command. 
Question: Is it possible that God has blessed Adventists the same way as the Israelites were blessed? Do we consider ourselves as ‘privileged’ to have more ‘light and understanding’ of the gospel and swell in pride? Is that a temptation for us? 
Commenting on the privileges she writes, ‘The professed churches of Christ in this generation are exalted to the highest privileges. The Lord has been revealed to us in ever-increasing light. Our privileges are far greater than were the privileges of God’s ancient people’.—Ellen G. White, Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 317. 
All through history, God has called people not just to special privilege but to great responsibility. The Seventh-day Adventist Church in our day has experienced more spiritual privileges than any generation before. The question is: Are we living up to our responsibilities?
The Pride that Leads to Fall: In the midst of the social justice and oppression, Amos sets out to describe the luxurious lifestyle of the rich and the powerful. Amos justifies God’s judgement on the people of God. A woe is pronounced against those who think they have the merited favor of God at all times. This is nothing but a proud heart. 
Obadiah in his short book warns the Edomites of their arrogance (Obadiah 1-4). It seems that during the Babylonian conquest of Jerusalem, the Edomites not only celebrated the destruction of Jerusalem but also preyed on the fleeing Israelites and helped to plunder Jerusalem. Obadiah thus warned: “Edom, you will get back what you have given.” (Obadiah 15) Obadiah 16, NASB, continues, saying that those who act in that way will “become as if they had never existed.” Adventists and other groups who believe in the non-immortality of the soul have often used this verse as teaching about the total eradication of the wicked at the end. 
Conclusion: Amos reminds us of the reality of judgement in Amos 4:12 ‘Therefore this is what I will do to you, Israel, and because I will do this to you, prepare to meet your God, O Israel.’ The book of Amos is a message of divine judgement targeted at the wealthy, rich and oppressive who have neglected the covenant relationship of God. 

Don’t we think we are God’s chosen people today? Are we taking our responsibilities seriously? Think of the privileges that Seventh-day Adventists have been given in our day: the Sabbath, the writings of Ellen G. White, and an understanding of the great controversy that helps us to make sense of all of Scripture. 
What parallels do you see between our situation today and that of ancient Israel and Judah? Are we prepared to tell our neighbors? Are we prepared to meet our God! 
God Bless you!!!
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