Lesson – 4                                              April 19, 2014                                  Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 4 (Qtr – 2) Christ and the Law in the Sermon on the Mount
Read for your study: - Matt. 5:17-20, Luke 16:16, Matt. 5:21-32,Rom. 7:24, Matt. 5:33-37, 5:38-48.
Memory Text: - “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished.” (Matthew 5:17-18)
Introduction: - Investigating the healing of the blind man on the Sabbath, the Pharisees made a quick assessment on Jesus saying, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.” (John 9:16). 
It is rather strange in view of the obvious logic behind the Pharisees charge (God gave the Sabbath; Jesus does not keep it; therefore Jesus cannot represent God) that John would even permit such expression in his gospel.  However, of all the Gospel writers, Matthew in particular feels the urgency of responding to the issue. Jesus' relation to Moses and the law is clearly seen in the Sermon on the Mount as recorded in Matthew 5:17-48. Let us dive into our lesson study and learn!

“One Jot or Tittle”: - In order to understand the context, we must read Matthew 4:24 and Luke 6:17 along with Desire of Ages 298.2. Jesus had just spent the entire night in conversation with His Father. In the morning, He officially appointed His 12 disciples. While this was happening, a huge crowd of people were gathering around Him from Galilee, from Judea, from Jerusalem, from Perea on the other side of the Jordan River, from Decapolis to the north, from Idumea way to the south of Judea, from the Phoenician coastal cities of Tyre and Sidon, and even from Syria. 
Question: Why were they crowding around Him? They were crowding around Him for two reasons: 1) They wanted to be healed; and 2) They wanted to hear what He had to say. Was Jesus busy?
When Jesus saw the crowd, He went up on a mountainside, sat down and began to teach them. Of course, during that discourse He must have been interrupted many times for people wanted to touch and be healed. 

And then He shifts His focus to the issue of breaking the Sabbath that the Pharisees had raised. Jesus clarifies His position saying, “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them”. (Matthew 5:17 NIV) In this statement, Jesus clarifies his relationship to the Law of Moses. He tells them that as long as heaven and earth remain, the law will exist until everything is accomplished (Matt. 5:18, NIV)
Murder (Matthew5:21-26):  - After Jesus explained that His intention was not to annul, abolish, or destroy the Law, but rather to fulfill it, He ended His discussion concerning His relationship to the Law by saying to those present "That except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven."  What did Jesus mean by that? We must keep in mind that Jesus was not setting His teaching against that of the Old Testament. Instead, He was referring to the faulty interpretation that the scribes and Pharisees had given to it. Had Jesus been contradicting the Old Testament, He would have been contradicting the very Scriptures He had authored. 
In ancient times people’s understanding of the Scriptures was primarily from what they heard the scribes and Pharisees teach and what they saw them practice. They relied heavily upon these men to read and interpret the law of God. The problem with this system was that the religious leaders did not always expound the exact meaning of the text. Beginning in verse 21, Jesus expounds the true meaning of what was set forth in the Old Testament.
A. Observing the Law Outwardly:

· The Jewish leaders had reduced the sixth commandment, "Thou shalt not kill", to the mere act of one person taking the life of another. 
· As long as they were not guilty of actually murdering someone, the scribes and Pharisees were very much at peace with themselves in terms of their keeping the law.
· Further evidence that the scribes and Pharisees had reduced the sixth commandment to the crime of murder only is provided in the fact that the only judgment to fear was that of the judicial courts of earth. They removed all fear of a spiritual judgment to come. 
B. Neglecting the Law Inwardly:

· With His words "But I say unto you", Jesus begins to expound upon the proper meaning and true intent of the sixth commandment.
· In essence Jesus is saying, "I know what you’ve heard and have been taught, but I’m telling you that the command not to kill goes farther than just the physical act. It deals with matters of the heart as well."
· We learn from Jesus’ teaching that to be unjustly angry with someone is as evil as actually murdering that individual.
Adultery (Matthew 5:27-32) : - After Jesus had finished His admonition on murder, He next moves to adultery. The law was very clear that adultery took place when a married person was sexually involved with someone other than a spouse and that both of the involved parties were to be stoned to death unless it occurred in a remote area where it would be presumed that the woman cried for assistance and no one came to her help. (Deuteronomy 22:23-27)
Is there any relation between murder and adultery? Why do you think Jesus spoke so forcefully against those who commit adultery?
When Jesus spoke about the commandment not to commit murder, He took this command and warned that murder was an act of the heart even if we did not carry out the physical act. Likewise, Jesus had also taken adultery and pointed directly to our hearts as well. Look at Matthew 5:27-28 - “You have heard that it was said, ‘Do not commit adultery.’ But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 
This warning cuts to the heart.  Our hearts and minds are the battleground for temptation. You cannot be tempted in this area unless you allow yourself to be drawn with your eyes, the windows of our hearts and minds. James 1:14-16 says, “But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed. Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death. Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren”.

We are drawn away when we see temptation and do not turn away. When King David was drawn into adultery with Bathsheba, it was not a surprise attack by Satan. He looked down from his rooftop and saw a woman bathing. Instead of turning away, David took the lust for her into his heart and there his wicked desire was conceived. Because David allowed that desire to grow into lust, it gave birth to sin and sin led to more sin and before he realized what was happening, David’s flesh was driving him and he was no longer being led by God’s Spirit. 

The Spirit of God calls and leads us, but does not force our obedience. God leads and calls us to follow. When temptation arises, God has promised that He will always make a way for us to escape. 
Notice these interesting words from Ellen White: “The surrender of the will is represented as plucking out the eye or cutting off the hand. Often it seems to us that to surrender the will to God is to consent to go through life maimed or crippled. But it is better, says Christ, for self to be maimed, wounded, crippled, if thus you may enter into life. That which you look upon as disaster is the door to highest benefit.—Ellen G. White, Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing, p. 61.1.

Promises, Promises… (Matthew 5:33-37): -. In that culture, oaths were often used for deceptively to make the person believe the truth was being told. The Jews would swear by “heaven,” “earth,” “Jerusalem,” or their own “heads” (vv. 34–36), not by God, hoping to avoid divine judgment for their lie. 
Talking about the false promises or taking oaths, Jesus forbids the use of careless use of oaths in everyday speech. Jesus suggested that all our speech should be as if we were under an oath to tell the truth (v. 37). 
What is the problem with Promises? 
A. We don’t know the consequences 
1. Esau swears to Jacob his birth right (Gen. 25:33)
2. Herod swears to daughter of Herodias (Mark 6:23)
3. Ananias & Sapphira (Acts 5:3)

B. We don’t know who is hurt when broken
1. Our selves Deut. 23:21-23----When thou shalt vow a vow unto the LORD thy God, thou shalt not slack to pay it: for the LORD thy God will surely require it of thee; and it would be sin in thee
2. Our God Deut. 23: 23That which is gone out of thy lips thou shalt keep and perform; even a freewill offering, according as thou hast vowed unto the LORD thy God, which thou hast promised with thy mouth
C. We don’t realize the pain it causes our flesh 
1. Often our spirits to rejoice and we feel good
2. Then the flesh kicks in and causes us to feel bad 
Lex Talinis- “Law of Retaliation” (Matthew 5:38-48): - Many ancient nations had this kind of law on their books. It does seem to promote fairness. Comparing some of those ancient laws–for example in the code of Hammurabi–make it clear that this law was given to prevent a very harsh response to the loss of an eye, arm, foot, or life. Without this rule, a powerful, wealthy person could wreak havoc on his enemy or “inferior” such as a servant. 
In this passage Jesus focused on the Christians' response to people who try to take advantage of them. Rather than seeking opportunities for revenge, Christians should retaliate with kindness, something that we can do only through the grace of God working within us. In this appeal, Jesus has taken us to a deeper level in our understanding of what it means to be a follower of the Lord. In Matthew 5: 44-45, Jesus took us to the ultimate challenge. How is it possible to love your enemies? Through Moses, God had told the children of Israel not to take revenge on people but to “love them as you love yourself.” (Leviticus 19:18)
How should a Christian retaliate? We are all tempted. Every one of us gives in to some temptation at least occasionally. Jesus was also tempted, but He did not sin. Where is the subtle line between temptation and sin? 
How do you feel about what Jesus talked about: Murder (Matt. 5:21-26), adultery (vss. 27-30), divorce (vss. 31, 32), oaths (vss. 33-37), retaliation (vss. 38-42), and love toward enemies (vss. 43-47)? What lesson have we learned from this study? 

God Bless You!!!
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