Lesson – 4 (Qtr – 3, 2018)                                                                         GladAdventMinistries


Lesson – 4 (Qtr – 3, 2018) July 28 (The First Church Leaders)
Scripture Texts:  Acts 6; 7; 8:4-25; Hebrews 5:11-14; Micah 6:1-16.
Introduction: - God’s work has always been moving forward rapidly. But whenever God’s work is moving forward, the Devil will do everything he can to disrupt the progress of the work. Acts 6:7 and Acts 15:5 tell us that the church was growing at a very fast pace as many of the priests (Sadducees) and Pharisees were becoming Christian believers. 
Many of the new converts after the time of Pentecost and over the next three and half years were Hellenistic Jews whose primary language was Greek and who had probably been born and raised outside of Judea or Galilee. Many of them were then living in or around Jerusalem. (Acts 2:5, 9-11) There was a noticeable difference between those Hellenistic Jews and the Judean Jews otherwise known as the “Hebrews” referred to in Acts 6. 

We must note that the original Hebrew language was virtually a dead language, used only by scholars of the Scriptures. Since the Babylonian captivity, Aramaic which was very close to Hebrew was the language spoken in Galilee and Judea. It also must be noted that many of the Jews who had been born and raised outside of Judea later came to live either in Judea or Jerusalem. 

Why do you think a Jew having been born and raised outside of Judea would return to live near Jerusalem later in life? Would it be possible for someone like that to live comfortably in Judea or Galilee without speaking Aramaic, the national language at that time? 

Paul himself had moved back to Jerusalem, first for educational reasons and, later, for spiritual and political reasons as a member of the Sanhedrin. 

Acts 26:9-11: 9 “I myself thought that I should do everything I could against the cause of Jesus of Nazareth. 10 That is what I did in Jerusalem. I received authority from the chief priests and put many of God’s people in prison; and when they were sentenced to death, I also voted against them. 11Many times I had them punished in the synagogues and tried to make them deny their faith. I was so furious with them that I even went to foreign cities to persecute them.”—American Bible Society. (1992). The Holy Bible: The Good News Translation* (2nd ed., Acts 26:9–11). New York: American Bible Society. 
Barnabas also was a Jew, a Levite from Cyprus, who lived in Jerusalem. (Acts 4:36-37) Now the Hellenistic Jews who had had considerable experience living among Gentiles differed from the Judean and Galilean Jews culturally and to a certain extent religiously. They were not ready to accept non-Jewish converts to Christianity. So the Sadducees and many other Jews felt that they would be better off if they just integrated into the Roman Empire and adopted Roman customs. 
As part of that integration, Acts 6 gives us an account that a misunderstanding had arisen between the Greek-speaking Jews and the Aramaic-speaking Jews of Palestine. The question was about whether or not the widows of the two groups were being treated fairly. 
The cause of complaint was an alleged neglect of the Greek widows in the daily distribution of assistance. Any inequality would have been contrary to the spirit of the gospel, yet Satan had succeeded in arousing suspicion. Prompt measures now must be taken to remove all occasion for dissatisfaction, lest the enemy triumph in his effort to bring about a division among the believers.—Ellen G. White, The Acts of the Apostles* 88.1. 
With this background, let us dive into our lesson! 

A  Appointing leaders. Acts 6:1-7.

· THE PROBLEM: The “Greeks” complained about discrimination against them in the distribution of aid for the widows.
· How was the complaint handled? 
· THE SOLUTION: The apostles suggested that leaders be appointed who would “serve [diakineō] tables” while they gave themselves to the “ministry [diakonia] of the word.”

· The two words describing what the apostles did in contrast to what the deacons did are actually from the same root word; the only real difference in the ministry was what their primary responsibilities were.
· What does it teach us? 
· These passages makes it clear that both the apostles and the deacons were “ministering” to the Christians. One group was to minister by the Word and prayer, and the other was to minister through the practical aspects of “serving tables” and dealing with the finances of the group.
· THE APTITUDE: The leaders to be appointed by the Church should have a good testimony, be full of the Holy Spirit and have wisdom.
· Do we have any issues facing the church today that might lead to dissension? What things could be done to rectify those problems in our day?
B  Stephen’s ministry:

· Preaching and opposition. Acts 6:8-15.
· Stephen have been a remarkable man. His name suggests that he had a Greek background. Verse 9 suggests that he primarily dealt with two groups of what may have been primarily ex-slaves, one group from the southern territories of Cyrene (Libya today) and Alexandria and the other group from the northern territories of Cilicia and Asia Minor which is now Turkey. 
· Stephen found strong opposition in the synagogue when he preached there.

· The leaders accused him of speaking against Moses and the temple.
· In order to understand the charges raised against Stephen, we need to understand that according to Jewish tradition, there were three pillars upon which all matters rested: 1) The law, 2) The temple services, and 3) Good works. By suggesting that the temple was not God’s ultimate dwelling place or place of ministry, Stephen was attacking one of the most sacred beliefs of the Jews of Jerusalem. That is why he was charged with blasphemy. 
· Speech and warning. Acts 7:1-53.

· Stephen defended himself by talking about how God took care of OUR fathers. The Sanhedrin was rejecting his message, so Stephen stopped his sermon.

· Then, he admonished them harshly (v. 51). He detached himself from the Jewish leaders by talking about THEIR parents.

· Stephen’s speech follows the same pattern the old prophets used. [Compare it to Micah 6]
· Stephen in his speech  realized that “the Most High God does not live in houses built by human hands.” (Acts 7:48, GNB*) Then, he quoted Isaiah 66:1-2 to prove his point. God cannot be limited to our small human habitations. But, because of respect for the temple, this was terrible heresy to his listeners.
· When necessary, are we willing to stand up for the truth even in the face of fierce opposition?
· Vision and death. Acts 7:54-8:2.
· As he described the glorious scene upon which his eyes were gazing, it was more than his persecutors could endure. Stopping their ears, that they might not hear his words, and uttering loud cries, they ran furiously upon him with one accord “and cast him out of the city.” “And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And when he had said this, he fell asleep.” 
· No legal sentence had been passed upon Stephen, but the Roman authoritieswere bribedbylarge sums of moneytomake noinvestigation into the case.—Ellen G. White, The Acts of the Apostles* 100.1-101.2; LHU* 104.5; 3SP* 298.1
· Stephen received a vision of the exalted Jesus. He understood that those who were judging him on Earth will be judged one day before the Heavenly Judge.

· He prayed his last prayer while being stoned. A prayer of mercy for the ones killing him.

C  Philip’s ministry:

· Samaria. Acts 8:3-25.
· In a vision, Philip was called to go on the road toward Gaza where he met an Ethiopian eunuch. Philip asked him if he understood what he was reading as he 
traveled along. The eunuch invited Philip up into his chariot to help him understand. Before long, they had covered many points. They came upon some water, and the Ethiopian asked if he could be baptized. After the baptism, Philip was carried miraculously to the coastline of the Mediterranean, and he preached in all the cities along the coast all the way back to Caesarea Maritima. What do you think was accomplished by this brief experience
· Philip went down to Samaria, thus fulfilling the mission Jesus had commissioned (Acts 1:8)

· When they heard Philip and saw the miracles he performed, many accepted Jesus. Peter and John were sent to see what was happening there. Thanks to them many Samaritans received the Holy Spirit. They became members of the Christian Church.
·  “To the ends of the earth.” Acts 8:26-40.

· The Church could not stop in Judea or Samaria. The message of salvation had to reach all the Earth.

· Philip baptized the Ethiopian and was carried to Azotus. He preached all over the Mediterranean border up to Caesarea. Many people accepted the Gospel and preached it in distant lands.
· In our churches today, who should be responsible for caring for the flock? Who should be responsible for spreading the gospel? (AA 110.2) 
· Each of us has our responsibilities, and everyone should be seeking for ways to tell the truth to those around them. This is a work that cannot be left just to the pastors. 
Many of us have at one time or another served as deacons or deaconesses in our local churches. Did we realize that we were following in the footsteps of Stephen and Philip? Are we ready to do that today?
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