Lesson – 4                                      October 24, 2015                                Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 4 Rebuke and Retribution
Read for your study: - Jer. 17:5-10, Jer. 17:1-4, Jer. 11:18-23, John 3:19, Jer. 12:1-6, 14:1-16.

Memory Text: - “Heal me, Lord, and I will be healed; save me and I will be saved, for you are the one I praise” Jeremiah 17:14 NIV

Introduction: - Jeremiah’s story is a sad story that, like Jesus, the opposition he faced came from the very ones, for whom He came to save. Jeremiah’s ministry was not a typical ministry of our days and times where one may want to hear or deliver soothing messages! Rather he often experienced periods of delivering rebukes to his fellowmen, only to receive nothing in return but retribution and punishment from the same spiritual leaders who should have received his rebukes with repentance. 
At times, Jeremiah questioned and argued with God perhaps the same way we tend to do, when trials and difficult times come our way. Through his arguments with God he wanted to know:
· how he should react to rejection, 

· how long does one continue to pray for wayward people, and
· How does one maintain faith in the midst of hopeless situations? 
Many of us are tempted sometimes to believe that the Old Testament is not relevant and has nothing to offer us in the context of our modern day life styles, but the truth of the matter is that during our study we will discover that Jeremiah’s ministry is very much relevant in today’s world which is on the brink of destruction not only politically but by the evil spiritual forces of the devil himself. Thus, it is imperative for us to equip ourselves with ‘full armor of God’ (Ephesians 6:10 - 18) to stand firm and rooted in the faith! 

So let’s dive into our study and pay particular attention to the study of this prophet, who suffered much, as did our Lord Jesus, and see what answers were given to him in his time of need! 
The Two Ways: - Between the two opposite highways is a strip of land known as the median or the dividers. You are always forbidden to drive onto it. For a Christian too, there are two ways of life: either you follow God’s way or the world’s way. There is no middle way. 

During the days of Jeremiah people were trying to be fence-sitters. Many of them were claiming to worship the true God on Sabbath but were going to many fertility cult shrines during the rest of the week. Jesus said that one cannot serve two masters. (Matthew 6:24; Luke 16:13) 
Jesus said in Luke 11:25, “Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters” NIV We either follow God, or we don’t. There’s no safe middle ground when it comes to our spiritual allegiance to God. Jeremiah 17: 5-10 gives us a brief description of these two kinds of people: First, those who trusts in man, makes flesh his strength, has a heart apart from God, will suffer life in a barren land. Secondly, those who trust in the Lord, have hope as his strength, have a heart without fear, and continue to bear fruit. 

The leadership of Judah kept flopping back and forth, putting their trust in the strength of other nations and foolishly ignoring the warnings of Jeremiah.  God strongly said about them: “Cursed is the one who trusts in man, who draws strength from mere flesh and whose heart turns away from the Lord. (Jeremiah 17:5) But He likened those who remain faithful to God to a tree planted near a stream. How does the imagery of a “tree planted by the waters” describe the man of faith? 
The Sin of Judah: - Often we say that their great sin was idolatry. But that sin was an effect, not the root cause. What was the great sin of Israel and Judah? Was it idolatry? Or was it something more basic and long-standing? 
To answer this question, we need to look back to the king who reigned at the time Jeremiah was born. His name was Manasseh, and he was exceedingly wicked. 2 Kings Chapter 21 gives us the whole details of the evil doings of King Manasseh who had rebuilt high places which Hezekiah his father had destroyed; he raised up altars for Baal, and made a wooden image, as Ahab king of Israel had done; and he worshiped all the host of heaven and served them. He made his son pass through the fire, practiced soothsaying, used witchcraft, and consulted spiritists and mediums. He did much evil in the sight of the Lord, to provoke Him to anger. Secondly, Manasseh shed a lot of innocent blood. 
Jeremiah also brought out an imagery of the sin engraved on their heart. (Jeremiah 17: 1-4) By this imagery, God was pointing out that the sins of the people of Judah were written with an iron tool on their hearts which could not be removed. Engraving is a permanent fixture, much like our modern days tattoos which are hard to remove. Thus, we can comprehend Leviticus 19:28, which denounce tattoos and any other forms of self – mutilation. 
They continued to worship at the fertility shrines described as being under every green tree and on the hilltops and the mountains. (Jeremiah 2:20; 3:6,13; 17:2) The worship of Asherah involved the worst kind of immorality imaginable. And this was taking place in the courts of the temple of the living God in Jerusalem. 
Does that mean that we need to focus exclusively on Him and His plans for our lives, not pretending to serve Him and worshiping at the shrines of the world? What is the lesson? 

Ellen G. White writes, “What a lesson is this to men holding positions of responsibility today in the church of God! What a solemn warning to deal faithfully with wrongs that bring dishonor to the cause of truth! Let none who claim to be the depositaries of God’s law flatter themselves that the regard they may outwardly show toward the commandments will preserve them from the exercise of divine justice. Let none refuse to be reproved for evil, nor charge the servants of God with being too zealous in endeavoring to cleanse the camp from evil-doing. A sin-hating God calls upon those who claim to keep His law to depart from all iniquity. A neglect to repent and to render willing obedience will bring upon men and women today as serious consequences as came [417] upon ancient Israel. There is a limit beyond which the judgments of Jehovah can no longer be delayed. The desolation of Jerusalem in the days of Jeremiah is a solemn warning to modern Israel, that the counsels and admonitions given them through chosen instrumentalities cannot be disregarded with impunity.—Ellen G. White, Prophets and Kings, p. 416.2-417.0.
Is it true in our day as it was in Jeremiah’s day that: “The light has come into the world, but people love the darkness rather than the light, because their deeds are evil”? (John 3:19) 
Do we often hear rebukes from our church pastors? Or, even our Sabbath school teachers? Are we doing any things that need to be rebuked today? 
The Lord had warned Jeremiah very early in his ministry that almost everyone would turn against him and that they would not prevail against him. Yet his response was ‘Why are the wicked so prosperous? Why do dishonest people succeed?’” (Jeremiah 12: 1-4) 

Jeremiah certainly did not understand fully why he was getting such a bad response even from his own neighbors. Is anything like that happening in our church today? How can we learn to trust in the Lord despite all the bad things that happen to us? 
A Desperate Situation: - In Jeremiah 14 God reminds the people that the animals even suffer because of the drought which came as a direct result of their backsliding. Jeremiah admits that this judgement was the result of their backsliding and pleads with God interceding for the people. But in verses 11 – 16 God makes a very mysterious demand! He asks Jeremiah to stop praying for the people who are lost. 
Was God intentionally withholding the rain? Had God abandoned His people at that point because of their repeated rejection of Him? 
Since God is all – knowing, He knew their hearts! Since God knows our hearts and He knows the future, this final statement about not praying for them indicated that their case was not only desperate, but at this point, was hopeless. 
Jesus said to pray for our enemies, and later we are told by Paul to pray without ceasing (I Thessalonians 5:17), how do we explain why Jeremiah was told not to pray for Judah? 
Should we continue our intercessory prayers for others, even when they continue in wrong doing? Is there ever a time to stop praying for someone? God wants our relationship of faith to grow with Him on a daily basis! Are we doing it? Could we learn to be like Jeremiah, turning away from all opposition and continually focusing on God’s plan? 
God Bless You!!!
1

