Lesson – 4                                            October 27, 2012                              Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 4 Salvation: The Only Solution 
Read for your study: John 2:25; Jer. 17:9; Titus 1:1-2; Rom. 3:19-24; Acts 2:37; Luke 7:47; Eph. 2:1-5. 

Memory Text: “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life” John 3:16.
Introduction: The Psalmist says, "Blessed be the Lord, who daily loads us with benefits, the God of our salvation! Selah. Our God is the God of salvation; and to God the Lord belong escapes from death." Psalm 68:19-20. This passage contains an important thought bearing on salvation. In a sense, this is a major issue for all to acknowledge; everything written in God's Word is intended ultimately to lead us to this point and this issue. Only God can save. He can save us now and others when their time comes to be called. Salvation, then, is not a matter of "Can He save?" but "When will He do it?" If He delays for some people, He has good reasons.
Salvation is a term that the Bible uses quite broadly. It literally means "deliverance," but it can be used to include anything that God does in His efforts to bring mankind into His Kingdom. The "feeding of the flock" is His work too. Jesus stated in John 5:17, "My Father has been working   until now, and I work."
Matthew 1:21 reads, “And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins.” The Son of God became a human being to save people from their sins. Thus, salvation is the process whereby creation and sinners are rescued from the destructive consequences of sin. 
When talking about the sin problem, we must recognize that sin began in heaven–right next to the throne of God in the heavenly sanctuary! (Revelation 12:1-12) It did not start in the Garden of Eden. 
Sin has been described in many ways. The scriptural definitions of sin are found in 1 John 3:4; James 4:17; and Romans 14:23. No doubt, Paul’s definition in Romans is the most fundamental of all. Paul said that whatever takes us farther away from God is sin. The only thing which brings us back to God is faith. Every time we sin, we are saying that we know better than God does what is best for us at that moment! If we do it too often, it becomes a habit. Our sense of right and wrong is damaged. 
Thus, Salvation primarily focuses on God and His work to save us. He made an incredible provision for the salvation of the human race. Through faith in His suffering and death, we receive forgiveness of sins and are brought into a right relationship with God.
This lesson focuses on the enormous problem of sin and what God has done to deal with it. (Romans 8:3) The Crucial question is what will be our response to that provision? Let us dive into our study and learn! 

The Scope of the Problem: We read in Jeremiah 17:9 that the “The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can understand it?”  How true it is that mankind could not understand the scope of the problem of sin. Only God knew that in His foreknowledge and laid a plan of salvation. 
Sin is not like a disease that some contract and others escape. "There is none righteous, no, not one" writes Paul in Romans 3:10. Perfection is gone. Because of sin, we have all come short of the glory of God. The phrase in Romans 5:12, "And thus death spread to all men" can be translated into more modern English as, "When death entered the race, it went throughout." It means death indiscriminately affected all because all sinned. 

We live in a world awash in sin. It is all around us, and it seems to be getting worse all the time. But, God has promised that He can deal with the sin problem even on this sinful planet. The whole universe is watching to see what God will do. (1 Corinthians 4:9; Ephesians 1:7-10; 3:9, 10; Colossians 1:19, 20) And He will because He has made the provision. 
God’s Provision: 
Even though God is in no way responsible for sin, He knew it was coming since He has foreknowledge. His plan to deal with sin was already in place when sin occurred even in heaven. (Revelation 14:6, 7; Titus 1:1, 2; Ephesians 1:3-5; 2 Thessalonians 2:13-14; Revelation 13:8)
Question: What is the provision for sin? 

Salvation can easily and accurately be described as "being at one with God." As long as we are separated from God, we do not have salvation. When we are "at one" with God, it means that we are becoming like Him, that we are walking along the same path with Him and will be saved.
Jesus Christ’s death bridges this impossible situation for us. We can then begin to contribute to being at one with God. What remains yet undone, despite the gap being bridged, is a change in character and in attitude that must be worked in us in order for us to become like God. It takes living God's way for us to become like God. This is why humility is necessary.
Commenting on the provision for sin, Ellen Whites says, “As soon as there was sin, there was a Saviour. Christ knew that He would have to suffer, yet He became man’s substitute. As soon as Adam sinned, the Son of God presented Himself as surety for the human race, with just as much power to avert the doom pronounced upon the guilty as when He died upon the cross of Calvary.—Ellen G. White Comments, The SDA Bible Commentary, vol. 1, p. 1084.8; FLB 75.4; AG 23.6; RH Mar. 12, 1901, par. 5
The Experience of Salvation: 
We can see from Jesus’ prayer and from our own experience (and from the history of man) that mankind is not at one with God, yet that is God's aim. Satan motivated Adam and Eve, and subsequently all the rest of mankind, to separate themselves from God. As long as Satan can keep us separated from Him, salvation is impossible. Satan's thinking, which was passed on to Adam and Eve and then to us, is that we all have the right to set our own standards or codes of right and wrong. He has convinced mankind that they have the same prerogatives and that these Satan-inspired, man-made standards can produce abundant prosperity, good health, peace, and a sense of well-being in our lives. But they do not, and that is the problem! Humbling oneself means giving up that devilish notion and submitting to what God says. He has given us free moral agency to choose whether to obey His standards and codes, not the freedom to set our own.
Our first step in the salvation process is to repent from sin. This means, not only being sorry for having committed sin, but also turning or changing from a life of transgressing God's commandments to a life of obedience to them. 

Call to repentance was made since the beginning. God made the provision for repentance to Adam and Eve when the first lamb was sacrificed which symbolized the Jesus Christ, the Messiah, the Saviour, and the Lamb of God. The Holy Spirit made it known to John the Baptist as soon as he saw Jesus saying, “Behold the Lamb of God that takes away the sins of the world”. We are justified and reconciled on the basis of Christ’s atoning sacrifice for all. Romans 5:8 say, that “while we were still sinners, Christ died for us”. But we have a part to play. In Acts 2:38 Apostle Peter said, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” 
Though Jesus says God gives the Holy Spirit to those who ask, the Bible further qualifies this with conditions. God will give His Spirit only to those who have demonstrated in attitude and behavior that they have repented. Then they must be baptized and obey His commandments. No one who continues to live a lifestyle apart from God's law has received the Spirit of God or has the power of God working in him. We have to experience this process of Salvation. 

Salvation means healing and includes much more than forgiveness of sin. It includes a process of restoration to a right relationship with God. That takes place when we come to realize the truth about Him, His character, what He has done for us, and how He runs His government. 
There are many steps that have been suggested as part of the salvation process: repentance, confession, forgiveness, justification, and sanctification are just a few of the steps mentioned in Scripture. We as human beings do not need to understand all the details of each of those steps. If we come to God and are willing to spend time with Him in Bible study and prayer, God is forgiveness personified. He is just waiting to do whatever is necessary to help us if we give Him the opportunity. He can set us right (justification) and keep us right (sanctification) only by faith; that means we have to be willing to spend time with Him in Bible study, prayer, and witnessing. 

Ellen G. White admonishes us saying, “It would be well for us to spend a thoughtful hour each day in contemplation of the life of Christ. We should take it point by point, and let the imagination grasp each scene, especially the closing ones. As we thus dwell upon His great sacrifice for us, our confidence in Him will be more constant, our love will be quickened, and we shall be more deeply imbued with His spirit. If we would be saved at last, we must learn the lesson of penitence and humiliation at the foot of the cross. The Desire of Ages, P. 83 
A new life opens up for the sinner, who has the privilege of living in fellowship with Christ under the direction and guidance of the Holy Spirit, says the author. Repentance is the prerequisite for entering into the experience of forgiveness and justification, and it comes accompanied by confession and baptism Acts 2:38, 1 John 1:9.
In Conclusion we have learnt that:

· Sin is a rebellion against God and is the transgression of the Law. 1 John 3:4

· Sin is a deadly disease and we need salvation to bring healing to us. 

· Salvation is a gift offered to each one of us.
· Jesus came to deal with sin. (Romans 8:3) Through Jesus Christ, God was reconciling us to Himself. (2 Corinthians 5:19) God’s love for us has never changed. We are the ones who need to learn the truth about Him, return to our trust in Him, and be reconciled to Him.
· Through faith in Him, we have forgiveness of sin and redemption (Eph. 1:7-8), justification (Gal. 2:16), and “righteousness and sanctification and redemption” (1 Cor. 1:30, NKJV)
· This requires cooperation on our part. By beholding we become changed. 
Are we willing to give God that opportunity? 

God Bless You!!!
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