Lesson – 4                                           April 25, 2015                              Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 4 The Call to Discipleship 
Read for your study: - Luke 5:1-11,6:12-16,9:1-6,23-25; 10:1-24; Matt. 10:5-15;16:24-28
Memory Text: - Then he said to them all: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me. (Luke 9:23)
Introduction: - There is a growing need for discipleship in churches today. Luke describes in his Gospel what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ. The first eight chapters of Luke focus on “Who is Jesus?” But there is a shift in chapter 9 where Peter with the help of Holy Spirit realizes that Jesus is not one more in a succession of prophets and teachers. He says, “You are the Christ of God.” 

From the time Jesus’ identity is revealed, he begins to say, “Follow Me.” If he is who says he is, what does it mean to follow him? Who is a follower? Or who is a disciple? What does it mean to be Jesus’ disciple? How were the first disciples called? How did they respond? Let us dive into our study and learn! 
Fishers of Men: - Being a disciple means total commitment. It means setting a new priority, finding a new identity, and living a new mercy. Being a disciple energizes the spirit, challenges the mind, and demands our utmost in our relationship with God and our fellowmen. It is a higher calling, says the author. 

Simon and Andrew were seasoned fishermen who knew the art of fishing. They knew the time to fish and the time to quit. After a long night of unsuccessful toil they hear a command, “Launch out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch. (Luke 5:4) 
Simon’s response was quick but with hopelessness, “We have toiled all night and caught nothing; nevertheless at Your word . . . (Luke 5:5). 
What is the first step to discipleship then? The first lesson of discipleship: obedience to Christ's Word.

“Jesus chose unlearned fishermen because they had not been schooled in the traditions and erroneous customs of their time. They were men of native ability, and they were humble and teachable,–men whom He could educate for His work. In the common walks of life there is many a man patiently treading the round of daily toil, unconscious that he possesses powers which, if called into action, would raise him to an equality with the world’s most honored men. The touch of a skillful hand is needed to arouse those dormant faculties. It was such men that Jesus called to be His colaborers; and He gave them the advantage of association with Himself. Never had the world’s great men such a teacher. When the disciples came forth from the Saviour’s training, they were no longer ignorant and uncultured. They had become like Him in mind and character, and men took knowledge of them that they had been with Jesus.” [Acts 4:13]—Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages, p. 250.1.

Selection of the Twelve: - What changed them? Discipleship is not self made, says the author. It is the result of the response to Jesus’ call. And Simon Peter, Andrew, James, and John had responded to His call. Luke tells us, “So they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed Him.” Luke 5:11  

They were chosen not because of their education, economic background, social prominence, moral eminence, or anything that marked them as worthy of selection. They were ordinary men. 
“God takes men as they are, and educates them for His service, if they will yield themselves to Him. The Spirit of God, received into the soul, will quicken all its faculties. Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, the mind that is devoted unreservedly to God develops harmoniously, and is strengthened to comprehend and fulfill the requirements of God. The weak, vacillating character becomes changed to one of strength and steadfastness. Continual devotion establishes so close a relation between Jesus and His disciple that the Christian becomes like Him in mind and character. Through a connection with Christ he will have clearer and broader views. His discernment will be more penetrative, his judgment better balanced. He who longs to be of service to Christ is so quickened by the life-giving power of the Sun of Righteousness that he is enabled to bear much fruit to the glory of God.—Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages, p. 251.1. 
Would it be true also in our day that God has amazing things in store for us if we are willing to respond to His call in faith? Do we really trust Him? Are we willing to humbly accept His guidance? 

Commissioning of the Apostles: - It must be noted that a disciple does not choose himself but he must be called by the master. We know that some of the disciples–Peter, Andrew, James, John, Philip, and Bartholomew–had followed Jesus for some of the time starting almost two years earlier after His baptism and temptations near the Jordan. 
Luke brings out a three-step process that involves commissioning of the apostles: 

· Jesus called them together (Luke 9:1). In a theological term, it must be a personal experience. The apostles must heed the One who calls, come to Him, and be ‘together.’

· Jesus “gave them power and authority”. Our education, culture, status, wealth, or intelligence is powerless to accomplish His mission. It is Christ who enables, equips, and empowers.
· Jesus ‘sent them to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the sick. (Luke 9:2) Preaching and healing must go together. It was the core part of Jesus’ ministry. 
“As the will of man co-operates with the will of God, it becomes omnipotent. Whatever is to be done at His command may be accomplished in His strength. All His biddings are enablings.-Ellen G. White, Christ’s Object Lesson, p. 333.
Sending the Seventy: - As Jesus moved about in towns and villages, his disciples increased. The Gospels tell us that Jesus sent out His disciples throughout Galilee – preaching, healing, and raising the dead! Soon after His resurrection, Peter addressed the followers of Jesus, and there were 120 of them. (Acts 1:15) 1Corinthians 15:6 tells us that a short time later, there were 500 gathered to meet Him in Galilee. Does that mean that when He chose the 70, they were a select group? Only Luke tells us about the 70. It is interesting to note that Moses had appointed 70 elders to assist him in his work. (Numbers 11:16-17, 24-25) The Sanhedrin was made up of 70 members. In any case, it is clear that Jesus did not intend to concentrate all His efforts on training only the twelve. So, sending the 70 marks a special group selected for the mission Jesus had in mind. 

How well are we doing at sharing the work of spreading the gospel in our local churches? The number 70 is symbolic in Scripture, as well as in Jewish history. Genesis 10:1-32 lists 70 nations of the world as descendants of Noah, and Luke was a writer with a universal worldview. 
The Cost of Discipleship: - The cost of discipleship is defined in Luke 9:23, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me.”  
Did the disciples wonder what Jesus was talking about in Luke 9:23 when He talked about taking up a cross? They were certainly not thinking of denying themselves, taking up a cross, or following Jesus to martyrdom. True followers of Jesus must be totally committed to following Him. 

“When Christ calls a man, he bids him come and die. . . . It is the same death every time–death in Jesus Christ, the death of the old man at his call. . . . Only the man who is dead to his own will can follow Christ.—Dietrich Bonhoeffer, The Cost of Discipleship (New York: Macmillan Co., 1965), p. 99 
Ellen G. White writes, “Lifting the cross cuts away self from the soul, and places man where he learns how to bear Christ’s burdens. We cannot follow Christ without wearing His yoke, without lifting the cross and bearing it after Him. If our will is not in accord with the divine requirements, we are to deny our inclinations, give up our darling desires, and step in Christ’s footsteps.—Ellen G. White, Sons and Daughters of God, p. 69.2.
Can you name some people not mentioned in the Bible who gave up everything for the privilege of following Jesus? Do we have a clear picture of what it means to deny ourselves, take up our crosses daily, and follow Jesus in the 21 century as outlined in Luke 9:23? 
Why does discipleship need to be so costly? When Jesus calls us, why does He demand such a total commitment? 

Jesus lived His life and carried out His ministry in full self-recognition. He knew what He had come for, and He knew where He was going. 

How correct and complete is our self recognition? Do we know what our mission is and where we are headed? 
God Bless You!!!
1

