Lesson – 5                                    November 2, 2013                             Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 5 Atonement – Purification Offering
Read for your study: - 2 Chron. 33:12-13; 2 Sam. 14:1–11; Lev. 4:27–31; Jer. 17:1; Lev. 10:16–18; Mic. 7:18–20.
Memory Text: - “Knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ” (1 Peter 1:18, 19, NASB).
Introduction: - Bible's central message is atonement, that is, that God has provided a way for mankind to come back into harmonious relation with him. From the first stories in Genesis to the last visions of Revelation, God seeks to reconcile his people to Himself. How does He seek to reconcile His people back to Him? He did that through the sacrificial system in the Old Testament. He did that through atonement, the part of sanctuary services that points directly to Christ’s sacrifice. It is centered in Christ's life, death, resurrection, ascension, mediation, and return. 
Today, for many this topic of ‘atonement’ or ‘sacrificial system’ might seem ancient, irrelevant and too boring to consider in our busy 21st century lifestyle. Why should we care about what the ancient Israelites did in the wilderness thousands of years ago? Why should we take the time to read about their sacrifices and their tabernacle? Besides, didn’t Jesus Christ’s death abolish these ancient rites, so that there could not possibly be any importance attached to them, at least for true Christians? 
As a matter of fact, the sacrifices and the tabernacle in the wilderness have a very deep meaning for true Christians today! God was very specific when He instructed Moses and ancient Israel on the sacrificial system and the tabernacle in the wilderness, and their relevance for us today is NOT to be cast aside! 
This week’s lesson focuses on ‘atonement’ – the purification offering which was an essential and central part of the ancient Jewish sanctuary service. It presupposes the presence of sin, our fundamental and desperate need of salvation, and God's loving act to save us. To understand its relevance for us today, let us dive into our study and learn!
Sin and Mercy: - Isaiah 59:2 clearly tells us that sin separates us from God. This is because God's holiness (Isa. 40:25) does not tolerate sin but actively reacts against it (Isa. 5:24, Hosea 9:15, Rom. 1:18). “Your eyes are too pure to look on evil; you cannot tolerate wrong” (Hab. 1:13, NIV). In 1John 3:4 we know that sin is lawlessness. Thus, God's natural hatred for sin made necessary the role of a Mediator because “justice” demanded the death of the sinner. 
God's omniscience is of great significance for the doctrine of atonement. Because God knows everything, sin was not something that caught Him by surprise. The God who perfectly knows all His creatures knew in advance about the fall of one of His cherubim, and so He formulated a plan to deal with the problem of sin, even before it arose in humans: “Where sin increased, grace increased all the more” (Rom. 5:20, NIV). Therefore, God's decision to save us was hidden in eternity and revealed in Christ. This is “the mystery hidden for long ages past” (Rom. 16:25, NIV), “hidden in God, who created all things” (Eph. 3:9, NIV). Before God created anything, He had foreseen the origin of sin and decided to defeat it instead of fearfully running away from it. From the divine perspective Christ is “the Lamb that was slain from the foundation of the world” (Rev. 13:8). 
In His mercy, God designed a way by which sinners could be sanctified and enjoy fellowship with Him again. This was possible through Christ, in whom atonement and holiness were mysteriously united. In order to save sinners, God the Father agreed to accept the death of His Son in payment of the price of sin and pronounced that justice was satisfied, thus removing the legal barrier so that He can accept sinners back again. The Holy One was born as a baby on this planet of sin and impurity (Luke 1:35) to sanctify us through the power of His atoning death: “We have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ” (Heb. 10:10, NIV). 
Laying on of Hands: - What does 1 Peter 1:19, 20 tell us about God’s foreknowledge regarding the rise of sin? God is omniscient; that is, “he knows everything” (1 John 3:20, NIV).  Nothing is hidden from Him. “Nothing in all creation is hidden from God's sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes” of the Lord (Heb. 4:13, NIV). All the spheres of His creation are flooded by His presence, and therefore He knows every dimension of it (Ps. 139:7–10). His knowledge of us is perfect and complete. God alone possesses pure objectivity, because He alone knows everything from every possible perspective. 
Our lesson suggests that sin cannot be just forgiven; it has to be transferred. Thus, it says God carries the guilt of sinners in order to declare them righteous. For us to be forgiven, God Himself must bear/carry our punishment. This is the legal reason why Christ had to die if we are to be saved. 
The goal of the offering was to remove sin and guilt from the sinner, to transfer responsibility to the sanctuary, and to let the sinner leave forgiven and cleansed. In some cases if the sinner was poor, he could bring a certain amount of fine flour as a purification offering, and although this purification offering was bloodless, it was understood that “without shedding of blood there is no forgiveness” (Heb.9:22, NASB). 
The ritual had a sequence of events: : 1) The laying-on of hands and confession of sin; 2) The death of the animal; 3) The blood manipulation; 4) The burning of fat; and 5) The preparation and eating of the animal’s flesh. The person giving the offering had to lay his hand on the head of the animal and lean on it (Leviticus 1:4), indicating his identification with the sacrifice. In the daily sacrifices the laying on of hands was associated with the phrase “be accepted on his behalf to make atonement for him” (Lev. 1:4, NIV). He had to kill it himself (verse 5), as he was responsible for and guilty of the death of Jesus Christ—as all of us are, individually and collectively. The act of the laying on of the hands symbolized the transfer of sins to the animal and the death of the animal as a substitutionary death.  Isaiah 53:5 says that Christ was wounded—pierced through—for our transgressions, and Isaiah 53:8 says that He was stricken for the transgression of God’s people. .  
The sacrificial system was enacted to deal with the sins of carnal people who had not received the Holy Spirit. God certainly would have preferred, of course, that people not sin at all (See Jeremiah 7:21–23; Psalm 51:16–19). This still can be said of true Christians today. God wants us to not sin, so that we can then claim forgiveness through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. 
Question: - Was the sinner’s sin transferred to the animal before he took the animal’s life or, only after the fat was burned and God smelled the “pleasing aroma”? 

Transfer of Sin: - Besides the laying on of hands and the death of the animal, another ritual involved in the ‘atonement’ was the bringing of the blood into the sanctuary, the means by which sin was brought there. In some cases it was sprinkled inside the tabernacle (Lev.4:6, and at other times it was applied to the horns of the altar of sacrifices (vs. 30).  
The blood smeared on the horns of the altar transferred sin away from the sinner to the sanctuary.  This important truth helps us to understand the plan of salvation as revealed in the earthly sanctuary service, which symbolizes the work of Christ in heaven for us. Because the blood carried sin, it also defiled the sanctuary. When sin was not taken inside the sanctuary in this manner, sin was transferred to it through the priest. In those occasions he had to eat the flesh of the sin offering, thus bearing the sin of the people in his own person (Lev. 10:17).
According to Leviticus 6:27, in what way would a garment be defiled by having some blood splattered on it? Wouldn’t that happen fairly frequently as people who were not familiar with cutting the throats of a lamb did so? Who had to purify those garments “in a holy place”? The priest took those garments into the holy place to purify them. Through this act it symbolized that God was assuming responsibility for the sin of repentant sinners. This pointed to Christ's high-priestly ministry on our behalf in the heavenly sanctuary. 
Bearing Sin: - Smearing of the blood of the sacrifice on the horns of the altar transferred sin away from the sinner into the sanctuary. Sometimes sin was not taken inside the sanctuary in this manner but was transferred to it through the priest. In those occasions he had to eat the flesh of the sin offering, thus bearing the sin of the people in his own person, according to (Lev. 10:17). This was a very important part of the atonement. 

Question: - How does the eating of the sacrifice contribute to the process of atonement? Eating was required only of those offerings in which blood did not enter the holy place. The Bible explicitly said that by eating the sacrifice the priests would “bear away the guilt,” which would “make atonement” for the sinner. To carry the sinner’s guilt implies that the sinner now goes free. In the original Hebrew language, both of the following verses suggest that sin can be carried. Exodus 34:7 talks about God carrying sins. In Leviticus 10:17, the priest carried the sin.
The priest’s work of bearing another’s sin is exactly what Christ did for us. He died in our place. We conclude, then, that the priestly work at the earthly sanctuary typifies Christ’s work for us, because He has taken upon Himself the guilt of our sins. 
Forgiveness: - In Leviticus, though the priests officiate in the atoning rituals as mediators, they are not the ones who atone for sin. After the ritual is performed, God grants the forgiveness (Lev. 4:26). Atonement is something that God performs for His people. He is the one who “makes atonement for his land and people” (Deut. 32:43, NIV; Psalm. 65:3, 79:9). Through atonement, God allows His love to flow to sinners. 
The Hebrew verb translated to make atonement in Leviticus (Heb. kipper) expresses the idea of wiping off or purging. Atonement is made for the tabernacle, the altar, the horns of the altar, meaning that they are purged, cleansed from the defilement of sin and impurity. The implication is that through atonement they are restored to the original condition, one free from defilement. When applied to repentant sinners, the verb still gives the idea of cleansing from sin or impurity. Because the cleansing takes place through the blood of a sacrificial animal, atonement also can express the idea of ransoming. Freeing a person from sin is done at the cost of the blood/life of the sacrificial victim (Lev. 17:11). It was offered in place of the sinner, substituting for him or her, and therefore it ransomed the life of the person (Matt. 20:28, 1 Tim. 2:6).
“Blood and life are associated as lexical pairs as in meaning in . . . Hebrew. Because of this close association blood is considered the source of life, and because blood represents life (Gen. 9:4, Deut. 12:23), it may expiate for life. Because the life of a creature is in the blood, blood makes atonement for one’s life. One life is sacrificed for another. The shedding of substitutionary blood on the altar makes atonement, since the blood of the innocent victim was given for the life of the one who has sinned.”—Mark F. Rooker, The New American Commentary: Leviticus, vol. 3A (Nashville, Tenn.: Broadman & Holman, 2000), p. 236. 

“The very system of sacrifices was devised by Christ, and given to Adam as typifying a Saviour to come; who would bear the sins of the world, and die for its redemption.Through Moses, Christ gave definite directions to the children of Israel in regard to the sacrificial offerings. . . . Only clean and precious animals, those which would best symbolize Christ, were accepted as offerings to God. . . .”—Ellen G. White, Sons and Daughters of God, p. 225. 

“To many it has been a mystery why so many sacrificial offerings were required in the old dispensation, why so many bleeding victims were led to the altar. But the great truth that was to be kept before men, and imprinted upon mind and heart, was this, ‘Without shedding of blood is no remission.’ In every bleeding sacrifice was typified ‘the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.’ ”—Ellen G. White Comments, The SDA Bible Commentary, vol. 7, p. 932. 

“As Christ at His ascension appeared in the presence of God to plead His blood in behalf of penitent believers, so the priest in the daily ministration sprinkled the blood of the sacrifice in the holy place in the sinner’s behalf.

“The blood of Christ, while it was to release the repentant sinner from the condemnation of the law, was not to cancel the sin; it would stand on record in the sanctuary until the final atonement; so in the type the blood of the purification offering removed the sin from the penitent, but it rested in the sanctuary until the Day of Atonement.”—Ellen G. White, Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 357.

Only God could atone for sin, and it took the life of Christ to do it. What should that tell us about how bad sin must be?
God Bless You!!!
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