Lesson – 5                                             February 2, 2013                             Gladwin Mathews

Lesson – 5 Creation and Morality
Read for your study: Gen. 2:16-17;Gen. 1:26-28; James 3:9;Acts 17:26;Prov. 14:31;Matt. 5:44-48;Rev. 20:11-13.
Memory Text: “And the Lord God commanded the man, ‘You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat from it you will certainly die’ “(Genesis 2:16-17, NIV).
Introduction: The relationship between God and moral value has long been a subject of debate in the philosophical world, especially in Plato’s Euthyphro dilemma which comes from his Euthyphro dialogue. Basically, it is “Are moral acts willed by God because they are good, or are they good because they are willed by God?" Another way of saying it is that does God say that things are moral because they are by nature moral, or do they become moral because God declares them to be? What does it mean to a Christian? 
The Euthyphro dilemma is actually a false dichotomy, says Matt Slick. That is, it proposes only two options when another is possible. The third option is that good is based on God’s nature.  God appeals to nothing other than his own character for the standard of what is good, and then reveals what is good to us. It is wrong to lie because God cannot lie (Titus 1:2), not because God had to discover lying was wrong or that he arbitrarily declared it to be wrong. 
So, what is the relationship between “rights,” “privileges,” and “responsibilities”?  Is man free to do what he wants? Should our way of life be different than God’s way of life? These may be hard questions but their answers are linked to the human origins. Let us dive into our study to learn, how! 
Our Dependence on the Creator: 

The relationship between Creation and morality had been present since the foundation of the world. God laid down the “rights” and “wrongs”, “privileges” and “responsibilities” from the beginning and gave them to Adam and Eve as the Scriptures tell us in Genesis 2:16, 17.  
Question: Did man need this moral instructions and guidance from God? He gave it to them because He created them and that they were dependent on the necessities and provisions provided by God. He breathed into his nostrils the breath of life (Gen. 2:7). God was intimately involved with the human beings just like parents to their children. They provide home and all the other necessities of life keeping in mind the best interests of the child. And as long as the child is dependent on its parents for its necessities, it is obligated to accept the parent’s rules. 
In like manner, because we are always dependent on our heavenly Father for life and its necessities, it is always appropriate for us to accept God’s guidance and moral code.
Genesis 2:7 depicts God as creating Adam individually, and represents him to be an intelligent moral being rather than as an animal, says the author.  Therefore, for a Christian, there is no dilemma; there is no confusion for he knows that he is dependent on God. 
Ellen White puts it beautifully saying, “Every pulsation of the heart is a rebound from the touch of the finger of God.” (RH, December 2, 1890 par. 15) 
Question: If God is the One who gave us life and sustains our lives every moment, does that give Him the right to tell us what to do? God is good. He gives us not only life but also purpose and shows us the way of love. We need to thank Him for what He does for us. What should be our response? Is it Obedience?
In the Image of God: 
God is good by nature and He has revealed that to us for we are created ‘in His image’. This expression implies that we resemble God in certain ways. God is sovereign over all and goes beyond that by sharing some of His dominion with us. After creating Adam and Eve, God said to Adam “to have dominion over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals…” (Gen. 1:26-28) We are to care for the land, the animals, the birds, and the fish.
Notice also as the Godhead is manifest in three Persons in relationship; the image of God in humans is expressed in relationship of male and female. The ability to form relationships is part of the image of God. Relationships, of course, imply responsibility and accountability, which means morality. Hence, right here we are given a strong hint as to how morality finds its basis in the Creation story. (Adult Sabbath School Bible Study Guide, Origins, p. 40) 
Made of One Blood:
The Bible teaches that God the Creator made man and woman for each other, and experience confirms that we are made for each other physically. This was the Creator’s intention and plan. And any deviation from this is outside the created order. 
In Genesis 2:23 we recognize that the entire human family has descended from Adam as an individual and from Adam and Eve as the original couple. They were the parents to all of us. As recorded in Genesis, the name ‘Eve’ that Adam gave his wife is derived from the Hebrew word that means “to live” and means something like “life giver.” Thus, it is literally true that we are all part of one family. More than that, we have just one Father in heaven. (Acts 17:26; Matthew 23:9) We are united in that we all descended from one woman, Eve, and from one man, Adam. And God is the Father of us all. Proverbs 14:31 and 22:2 point out that we are all made by the same God who is the Father of us all.
Many factors have divided the human race which has caused immoral behaviour. The ultimate 

cause of immoral behaviour is of course sin. Isaiah cries out in Isaiah 5:20 “Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for light and light for darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter.”  
Question: What does that imply about how we should act? A curse falls on those who water down standards and substitute individual preferences and ethical compromises for absolutes, leading to moral relativism and societal upset. Verses 24-25 describe what will happen to such people.
The Character of our Creator: 
The Scriptures tell us that God created us in His image. If God intended for us to be like Him in many ways, the most important of which is to be like Him in character, then we need to understand what His character is like. 
In Matthew 5:44-48 we not only learn about God’s character but also about how we as Christians should reflect His character in our own life. Loving our enemies and praying for those who persecute us! Is it possible for selfish human beings? 
The ultimate example of unselfish behavior is found in Philippians 2:1-8 by being like –minded. Our culture is infused with the belief that there is no right and wrong. But the more a culture is infused ultimately, the more we can expect to see a rejection of the authority of the Bible and its proclamation of absolute values. 
The Gospel message of Salvation is meaningless without the concept of right and wrong. God the Creator imposed the (eternal, as well as physical) death penalty for violation of His Law. In the ultimate act of love the universe has ever known, the Creator then became a man in order to take that penalty for mankind’s sin. God upheld the validity of His Law by not relaxing its demands even when God the Son would be the one having to suffer its penalty. Those who believe this can thus know the true character of God and total forgiveness accepted by God on that basis.
Morality and Accountability:  
From very early records we see that man has shown a high degree of culture and understanding in law and moral/societal behaviour. Dating from the 17th century before Christ is the Code of Hammurabi, a Babylonian king who, according to secular historians, came to power about 1750 BC. This set of laws, governing situations such as marriage, commerce and theft is generally regarded as one of the best and earliest written codes of law for a society. The proper functioning of law depends on the existence of an ultimate authority. Speaking of a society which was crumbling because of a lack of authority, the Bible says: ‘In those days there was no king in Israel: every man did that which was right in his own eyes’ (Judges 21: 25). 
There is a problem with our society which is slowly eroding the foundations of our society. It is the hidden danger, the menace that is causing inestimable amounts of suffering and moral decay in our society – and even within the church! What is this hidden danger? 

It is Moral relativism: The prevailing philosophy of our day that teaches there is no absolute truth, and that all philosophies, all religions, all opinions, are Equally Valid, with no way to distinguish one as being morally superior to others. It’s also known by the name “tolerance”. It’s the philosophy that is taught in our schools and in our media that there is nothing that is true everywhere and that everything is true somewhere. 
The Bible says that a day of judgment is coming for everyone. “For God will bring every deed into judgment, including every hidden thing, whether it is good or evil.” Ecclesiastes 12:14 
One day, everyone who has ever lived will face God’s judgment. Has God laid on us some impossible demands? Should we fear Him because we are perpetually incapable of doing what He has asked us to do? 
The Ten Commandments are considered, even by many non-Christians, to be a foundational set of rules for moral and ethical living. So, what is our responsibility? We are accountable to God for what we know. 
When it comes to knowing what is true, we can either follow the world’s advice or follow God’s word. And the source we use for truth and instruction in our lives will either lead us to clarity or confusion. 
Ellen White said repeatedly that God never asks us to do anything which is not for our best good. (Review and Herald, June 12, 1855 par. 7.; April 12, 1887 par. 9; 1 Notebook Leaflets 79.1; Spaulding and Magan Collection 242.21; 1T 120.2; 4bSG 7.4)
God Bless You!!!
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