Lesson – 5                                         November 4, 2012                                      Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 5 Growing in Christ 
Read for your study: Isa. 35:10, Mark 10:45, Rom. 6:12-23, Eph. 6:12, Col. 1:16, Gal. 4:1-11, Col. 2:15.
Memory Text: “And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.” Col. 2:15 
Introduction: Once upon a time it seems that an angel entered the storehouse of heaven and announced, “I’ve run out of the fruits of the Spirit – love, joy, and peace – can you restock me?” “Oh no!” said the guardian. “We don’t stock fruits here. Only seed!” 
In this day of instant coffee, instant meal, instant replays, instant pictures, instant loans, and instant debt, some of us want to skip the spiritual growth process. Other Christians want to skip the growth process in a different way. We prefer to stay in the raw, unprocessed state in which Christ found us. 
Peter ends his second epistle with the same thought with which he began. “But grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ…” 2 Peter 3:18.  We live in spiritually dangerous times, and the way to stay on the beam is to keep on growing. If we grow, our salvation is assured. God is faithful; He has promised us salvation, and He will give it to us if we are faithful. 
The writer of Hebrews gives us two analogies of growth. “We have much to say about this, but it is hard to explain because you are slow to learn. In fact, though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you the elementary truths of God’s word all over again. You need milk, not solid food! Anyone who lives on milk, being still an infant, is not acquainted with the teaching about righteousness. But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have trained themselves to distinguish good from evil.” Hebrews 5:11-14. The writer reminds that children are born to grow. 

In Hebrews 6:1-3, he tells us that foundations are laid to build on, reminding us again through this passage about the Christian growth. 

This lesson is about ‘growing in Christ’. In 2 Peter chapter 3 we have the command to grow. Let us dive into our study to learn what effort has to be made in order to ‘grow in Christ’? 

The Redemption: 
The first mention of redemption is in Exodus 6:6 that reads, “Wherefore say unto the children of Israel, I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will rid you out of their bondage, and I will redeem you with a stretched out arm, and with great judgments:”

This passage contains the first biblical mention of redemption. At this time there is no mention of the redemption price. Only that it will be at the cost of great judgments. 

According to the Bible, anyone who does not have Christ is a slave to sin (John 8:34). And

“The wages of sin is death.” (Romans 6:23). “Salvation is to be found through Him alone; in all the world there is no one else whom God has given who can save us.” (Acts 4:12). So,

Christianity is a religion based on the fact that God has reached down to this planet to save us or redeem us. 

The word redeem means "buy back." If a family's firstborn donkey was critical to their livelihood, they could buy it back from God by offering a lamb in its place. Of course, God did not demand that His people offer their firstborn children as literal human sacrifices. They, too, were to be bought back by means of a lamb sacrifice.
The Israelites were to redeem or "buy back" the firstborn of their children by offering a lamb in its place. The redeeming lamb represents Jesus Christ. 

Question: What does it mean to us?
It means that God has brought the people of His church out of this sinful "world held captive." Leon Harris comments “When the New Testament speaks of redemption, then, unless our linguistics are at fault, it means that Christ has paid the price of our redemption. To the extent that the price paid must be adequate for the purchase in question this indicates equivalence, a substitution.—Leon Morris, The Apostolic Preaching of the Cross (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Wm. B. Eerdman Publishing Co., 1965), p. 61.
Jesus Himself made it very clear that we cannot serve God and the world at the same time. (Matthew 6:24). In Romans Paul said we either serve sin or we serve righteousness. In fact, we are a slave to one or the other. 
What does it mean to be a slave to sin–Satan’s side? What does it mean to be a slave to righteousness–God’s side? If you are on God’s side, you are always free to leave and you begin to grow in Christ because the Holy Spirit has implanted the seed of righteousness in your heart. There is transformation and growth. 
Question: How Do We as Christians Grow in Christ?
Our relationship with Christ is all about faith (Gal.2:20). We grow in our faith in Christ by allowing the Holy Spirit to renew our minds through the Word of God. As our minds are renewed, our beliefs and values in Christ (the mind of Christ in us) become stronger and more pervasive in our lives, which motivate us to trust God even more.  Therefore our faith grows. When we trust Christ more, we will obey him more because we will have grown in our awareness of the value of knowing and following Christ (Phil. 3:8). This process of growth in our values and beliefs and in our faith is transformation and ‘growth in Christ’. Thus, to grow in Christ means to grow in our faith in Christ which results in growth in our obedience to Christ.
Secondly, to grow in Christ we need to renew our minds. What does it mean “to renew our minds”? How does the Holy Spirit renew our minds?  In 1 Cor. 2:16 Paul says that we as Christians have the ‘mind of Christ.’ That means that at the moment of salvation we have been given the “beliefs and values” of Jesus Christ planted in our minds. These beliefs consist of the basic truths of Christian faith, which are central to the true identity of Jesus Christ and His work of redemption. 
In Titus 2:11-14 Paul tells us that the gospel brings not only doctrinal truth, but practical truth. In Romans 6 Paul challenges the Christian, who has been united with Christ, to manifest the 
 lordship of Christ, who has freed him/her from the power of sin. So the Lord, at the moment of salvation, implants in us the, “mind of Christ” by the Holy Spirit. And we need to be continually strengthened in the “mind of Christ”. 
2 Peter 3:18 says, “But grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” We are to grow in experiencing God’s grace in our lives and grow in our knowledge of Christ. We grow in God’s grace as we increase in faith by renewing our minds through the word. To renew our minds, we need to read, understand, and trust the word of God. Christ has promised us victory from this bondage to sin. 
Question: How do we claim that? How do we make Christ and God the top priority in our lives? 
If we spend almost all of our time trying to keep up with worldly pursuits and have little time for Bible study, prayer, and witnessing, we will find ourselves becoming more and more transformed into the image of the world with which we spend our time. If we want to become more like God, we need to spend more time with Him. 

Colossians 3:16 says, “ Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in Psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.”  
In Summary: 

· To Grow in Christ means to grow in our faith in Christ.

· To grow in Christ we need to renew our minds.

· To renew our minds we need to read, understand, and trust God through His word. 

· As we read, understand, and trust the word of God, we need to regularly focus on Jesus.
· Growth requires an honest and noble heart.
Everybody knows that growth is a process. And we must follow that process to grow in Christ! 

God Bless You!!!
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