Lesson – 5                                November 1, 2014                           Gladwin Mathews 


Lesson – 5 Love and the Law 
Read for your study: - James 2:1-13; Mark 2:16; Lev. 19:17-18; Rom. 13:8-10; John 12:48.
Memory Text: - Speak and act as those who are going to be judged by the law that gives freedom, because judgment without mercy will be shown to anyone who has not been merciful. Mercy triumphs over judgment. For judgment will be merciless to one who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment (James 2:12-13, NIV). 
Introduction: - What do we glory in? The only thing any of us have a right to glory in is the righteousness of Christ. And that righteousness, by His grace and mercy, God credits to us when He saves us. We forget that, when we don’t treat people right. 
The passages in James 2:12-13 is all about how we treat people. In these verses, James tells us that it is not possible to combine faith in the Lord Jesus Christ with glorying in the status of people. As Christians, our only glory is Christ. We can’t glorify Christ and people at the same time. When we glory in the status of people, we forget how far we all fall short of the glory of God. 
The purpose of this lesson is to discuss the relationship between law and love. Jesus clearly taught that to love God and to love our fellow humans is the essence of keeping the law. In Romans 13:10, NIV, Paul wrote: Love does no harm to its neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.”  Let us dive into our study and learn more!

The Man in Gold and Class Struggle: - (James 2:1-4; 5-6) If someone rich in an Armani suit, driving a Mercedes or BMW, comes walking in the church door, how do you treat him? Especially when he’s followed by a middle class coming in that looks like he lost something? Do you treat the two of them the same? Does the one get the handshakes and the attention while the other is left to find his own way to a seat? That’s a very vivid illustration that gets the point across. It is an illustration of a deeper and fuller truth. 
It’s obvious that we shouldn’t treat people differently just because they can’t afford top-of-the-line clothes, cars, etc. That’s obvious—but what is the point of the illustration? James gives us such a simple illustration to point out WHY we treat people differently. In verse 4 he wants to show us our motives behind why we treat people differently. 

We treat people differently because we like to set ourselves up as judge and jury. Think about what it means to show partiality. In order to show partiality, first you have to determine a difference between the people in question. Then you have to make a judgment as to which person is better than the other one. Almost inevitably, you will choose the one who is most like you. Unless you don’t like yourself and then you’ll choose the one who is most different than you. But in all cases, when you are judging partiality between two people, who are you setting up as the standard? Who are you measuring the other people in the room against? Yourself! Whenever we show partiality in the way we treat people, we are doing it out of a selfish motive. In James’ illustration, why do you think they gave the rich man the preferred seat? Because of what they could get out of him! Because of the potential for personal benefit! James warns us about extending preferential treatment to a person who can “do something for us.” Who can benefit us! 
The fact is, man’s motives are selfish. Our natural way of treating people is to give preference to those who will benefit us or will make us look good. Sometimes we show preference to people of high standing for the benefit of what they can do for us. But sometimes we show preference to people of lower standing for the benefit of how good they make us look when we stand next to them. If left unchecked, your motives behind how you treat people will always be rooted in selfishness. You need to be aware of that and treat people accordingly. 
Ask yourself—why do I treat this person kindly? Is it so I can get something in return? Why do I treat this person poorly? Is it to make me look better? Do you think it makes you look better when you make them look bad or treat them unfairly? Are we still living in the Greco-Roman culture of the first-century where one’s public image and position were all important because of their wealth, education, and political influence? Discover and uncover your motives behind the way you treat people. And treat them right in light of your motives. Not only should we treat others in light of man’s motives. We should treat them in light of God’s purposes. 
Further in Chapter 2:5-6, James brings to our notice that there were major issues in the church among the rich and poor. The rich exploiting the poor, was an ever-present reality of that time, writes the author.  Even worse, Roman law codified discrimination against the poor and in favour of the rich. 
Craig. S. Keener, puts it this way saying, “Persons of lower class, who were thought to act from economic self-interest, could not bring accusations against persons of higher class, and the laws prescribed harsher penalties for lower-class persons convicted of offenses than for offenders from the higher class.-Craig S. Keener, The IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament (Downers Grove, Ill.: InterVarsity Press, 1993), p. 694. 

James’ words in this passage are almost a quote of the first Beatitude that Jesus opened His Sermon on the Mount with in Matthew 5:3, “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” Poor of the world—rich in faith. Poor in spirit—heirs of the kingdom! In verse 7, he tells that we blaspheme the name of God if we behave this way! 
Loving Our Neighbors: - In Matthew 22:34-40 Jesus summed up the 10 commandments. The first four deal with the way we are supposed to love God. The next six deal with the way we are supposed to love each other. When we treat others the wrong way, it violates God’s Word. In His last words to His disciples before He was betrayed, Jesus told them in John 13:34-35, “A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.” That is what James calls in verse 8-9, the royal law. And when we violate that law, we violate Scripture. And when we violate Scripture, we violate the very Words of God. 
Ellen White writes, “Sin is the greatest of all evils, and it is ours to pity and help the sinner. There are many who err, and who feel their shame and their folly. They are hungry for words of encouragement. They look upon their mistakes and errors, until they are driven almost to desperation. These souls we are not to neglect. If we are Christians, we shall not pass by on the other side, keeping as far as possible from the very ones who most need our help. When we see human beings in distress, whether through affliction or through sin, we shall never say, this does not concern me.-Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages, p. 504.
Judged By the Law: - In James 2:10-11, James became very blunt in his evaluation of people and their ability to keep the law. “For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it.” He said. 
We need to remember that love cannot exist in a vacuum; it is always relational. When Jesus talked about the weightier matters of the law–judgment, mercy, and faith (Matthew 23:23)–He was speaking about relationships. 

So, what is our attitude toward the law? And what is our attitude toward loving our neighbors? Does keeping the law seem to be some kind of obligation?

Ellen White had some very strong words to say about those who keep the law because they think they have to. 

“The man who attempts to keep the commandments of God from a sense of obligation merely–because he is required to do so–will never enter into the joy of obedience. He does not obey. When the requirements of God are accounted a burden because they cut across human inclination, we may know that the life is not a Christian life. True obedience is the outworking of a principle within. It springs from the love of righteousness, the love of the law of God. The essence of all righteousness is loyalty to our Redeemer. This will lead us to do right because it is right–because right doing is pleasing to God.—Ellen G. White, Christ’s Object Lessons 97.3-98.0 (1900).
The ground is level at the foot of the cross. Deuteronomy 10:17 says, “For the LORD your God is God of gods, and Lord of lords, a great God, a mighty, and a terrible, which regardeth not persons, nor taketh reward.” And that God who is no respecter of persons, out of His infinite love and mercy, gave His only begotten Son that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.  

Whether we like it or not, Christians are judged by their behavior. Thus, we must treat others in light of God’s mercy. Understand that without God’s gift of salvation, you are every bit as offensive in God’s eyes as that lost homeless man. As that poor man. As the person who sits across the aisle from you that you haven’t spoken to from long. 

Mahatma Gandhi, the early-mid 20 century Indian leader who advocated the nonviolent pursuit for the civil rights, had some interesting things to say about Christians.
Then we were surprised when he [Gandhi] said, “I have a great respect for Christianity. I often read the Sermon on the Mount and have gained much from it. I know of no one who has done more for humanity than Jesus. In fact, there is nothing wrong with Christianity, but the trouble is with you Christians. You do not begin to live up to your own teachings.” That made us all the more humble. (By James E. McEldowney, August 1997.) [Content in brackets is supplied.]

I like your Christ, I do not like your Christians. Your Christians are so unlike your Christ. The materialism of affluent Christian countries appears to contradict the claims of Jesus Christ that says it's not possible to worship both Mammon and God at the same time.—partly quoted in Christianity in the Crosshairs: Real Life Solutions Discovered in the Line of Fire (2004, p. 74) by Bill Wilson. The actual quote is attributed to Bara Dada, "Jesus is ideal and wonderful, but you Christians–you are not like him." Source - Jones, E. Stanley. The Christ of the Indian Road, New York: The Abingdon Press,1925. (Page 114)
Do you think there is any discrimination taking place in your church? Looking back over your own behavior, do you see any unloving actions taking place relative to your neighbor or even your God? What does it mean to really love God? How do we show such love? Do good works really demonstrate the truth about our faith? 

What would happen to your church if every member in the church was truly loving and totally nondiscriminatory? Would people be attracted and want to join you?
God has acknowledged you before men and angels as His child; pray that you may do no dishonor to the worthy name by which ye are called. James 2:7. God sends you into the world as His representative. In every act of life you are to make manifest the name of God. . . . This you can do only through the acceptance of the grace and righteousness of Christ.-Ellen G. White, Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing, p. 107.
God Bless You!!!
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