Lesson – 5                                         October 31, 2015                                    Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 5 More Woes for the Prophet
Read for your study: - Jer. 23:14-15; Jer. 20:1-18; Acts 2:37; Job 3:1-26; Jer. 18:1-10, 18-23.

Memory Text: - You deceived me, Lord, and I was deceived; you over powered me and prevailed. I am ridiculed all day long; everyone mocks me. 
Introduction: - The journey of life is not a bed of roses! We all are struggling, especially in our spiritual journeys, facing hardships on a day to day basis. The great controversy between good and evil is playing out in individual lives daily as the whole universe observes and waits patiently for its end. Jeremiah was not immune to this kind of struggle in his life. Repeatedly he was torn apart between doubts and self –pity, followed by many painful experiences as a prophet of God. 

He was rejected by his own people and his own home town. No rejection is worse than the rejection from your own family. Jeremiah struggled with these woes of persecution but his positive attitude and experience of enduring them gives us hope that we can also endure to the end as he did! In this lesson we will discuss some of the problems that Jeremiah experienced from the opposition and persecution that he received from his fellow Jews. Let us dive into our study and learn! 

Godless Priests and Prophets: - In the previous chapters Jeremiah’s focus had been on the lifestyle and the relations of the Kings of Judah and Israel with their God. They had corrupted themselves with the foreign gods and had worshipped them instead of the living God. 
But now Jeremiah’s attention turns from the kings to the godless prophets and corrupt priests. He acknowledges in Jer. 23:9-12 that he does not find the words he has to say to be comfortable or easy. In fact, his heart is broken and his bones tremble (23:9). He compares himself to a drunken man because he is physically, mentally and emotionally drained out. Not because he has some Pentecostal experience but because judgement that he is pronouncing on Judah is shocking and terrifying. 
The land was barren rather than fertile because it is full of adulterers. This adultery was both actual as they worshipped the fertility Canaanite gods, and spiritual referring to the Prophets who instead of speaking the words of God were following an evil curse: encouraging and practicing idolatry, and misusing their power. Thus, God accused the Jerusalem Prophets of three sins: adultery, living a lie, and encouraging evil so that no one repents. Evildoers were lying in wait, stealing, cheating orphans, even oppressing the poor; and no one objected. 
How would you describe the society in which we live today? Isn’t a prophet supposed to be a spokesperson for God? Aren’t the priests supposed to have the job of teaching others the truth about God?
Jeremiah in the stocks: - Prophet’s job has never been easy as the result from their preaching is very little. We know that Noah preached for about 120 years and only eight from his family were saved. In Revelation 12:17 the few faithful of God are called remnant. Does that suggest that the faithful people of God are always in the minority? 
Jeremiah 20: 1-6 tells us of his experience when he was rejected by his own people. Pashhur, the priest who persecuted Jeremiah, did not like what Jeremiah was preaching. So, he set to punish him by beating him and putting him in stocks. After being released from the stocks, Jeremiah announced a God given message against Pashhur and his family as recorded in Jeremiah 20:3-6. Despite the fact that Pashhur was so unfair to Jeremiah and then had that very serious prophecy directed at him, we need to read Nehemiah 7:41. Apparently, a large number of Pashhur’s descendants were still faithful to God and came back to help rebuild Jerusalem after the Babylonian captivity. 

How do you think you would have responded after receiving such a message? How should we respond when we receive a message of discipline from the Lord? 
Jeremiah had fire in his bones. His harsh and tough words spoken to Pashur and the nation were spoken as the words from God to him and the people. It must be noted that the Bible does not gloss over the human foibles and weaknesses of its most famous characters. There are almost no biblical heroes whose faults are not exposed in the Bible. 

Does God allow us to cry out in pain and distress when we are troubled? God certainly recognizes that we are all sin-damaged creatures. Consider the following words from Ellen White: “I have no merit or goodness whereby I may claim salvation, but I present before God the all-atoning blood of the spotless Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world. This is my only plea. The name of Jesus gives me access to the Father. His ear, His heart, is open to my faintest pleading, and He supplies my deepest necessities.—Ellen G. White, Faith and Works, p. 106.0; FLB 102.3; OFC 289.4; RC 75.4; Signs of the Times, July 4, 1892, par. 3.
Do you think the day is coming when all God’s people will have Jeremiah-like and Job-like experiences? 
Plans against the Prophet: - Jeremiah 18:1-23 narrates a story of the potter and the clay in his hand. What is the message that God wants us to learn from this story? Despite all the evil, the Lord was still willing to give people a chance to repent. Hence, here too we see the grace of God being offered to those who will accept it. 

What lessons do we learn from this? 

· Persecution from his very own people must have been very hard for Jeremiah to bear. At times he lashes out to God for revenge, and other times he just wishes he had never been born (Jeremiah 20:14).
· But through it all, God reveals His word to him in a way that Jeremiah likens to “a fire in his bones” (Jeremiah 20:9).
· God also provides a visual for Jeremiah, sending him to a potter to observe how a vessel is made. Only after throwing away the clay and starting over, was the potter able to come up with a finished product (Jeremiah 18:1-11). 
· God patiently molds us and knows how best to perform His work. After all, He is the Potter.
Are we a piece of clay in God’s hand? Or, when we mess things up, does God do everything possible to try to help us get back to the right shape or on the right track? Do we want to get back to the right shape? Choice lies within us, whether to let God mold and fashion us or leave us as we are!   

God Bless You!!!
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