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Lesson – 5 (Qtr – 2, 2018) Christ in the Heavenly Sanctuary

Introduction: - Christ is the Creator, the redeemer, and our substitute on the cross; He intercedes and represents us as priest, and yet He is God. Practically the whole Christian world ignores the ministry which Christ is carrying out in Heaven for us; despite the fact that the apostle Paul points out that it is central to our faith (Hebrews 8:1; 9:24).  
All need a knowledge for themselves of the position and work of their great High Priest. Otherwise it will be impossible for them to exercise the faith which is essential at this time or to occupy the position which God designs them to fill. Every individual has a soul to save or to lose. Each has a case pending at the bar of God. Each must meet the great Judge face to face. How important, then, that every mind contemplate often the solemn scene when the judgment shall sit and the books shall be opened, when, with Daniel, every individual must stand in his lot, at the end of the days.—Ellen G. White, The Great Controversy* 488.2. 
In the same way the majority of believers in Christ ignore the fact that as well as everything else, He is also Judge.  How important is that ministry in the heavenly sanctuary? What is Christ doing for us in the heavenly sanctuary? Why is it so important for us to understand it, especially in the last days? To learn this truth, let us dive into our lesson! 
A. The work of Jesus at the Outer Court. 
In the earthly sanctuary system, there were two separate services: One taking place on a daily basis in the holy place, and a second taking place once a year in the most holy place. As Seventh-day Adventists, we believe that Jesus has entered the heavenly sanctuary and is our High Priest forever. There, since 1844 which was the start of the pre-advent judgment, He has been answering the accusations of Satan against us and against God. (Zechariah 3:1-5; Revelation 12:10; Daniel 7:9-14) Thus, we see in the heavenly sanctuary ministry there also were two separate parts. Christ continues to deal with our sins on a day-by-day basis. But, since 1844, a pre-advent judgment has been taking place which is the antitypical fulfillment of the Day of Atonement pictured in Leviticus 16. 
· The sin offering.

· The Outer Court of the Sanctuary in the desert symbolized Jesus’ work on Earth.

· Jesus—the eternal God (Isaiah 9:6)—became human and “has appeared once for all at the culmination of the ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice of himself.” (Hebrews 9:26 NIV)
· He was willing to offer His own life to gain our redemption. He left the heavenly places and was born as a man. He was born to die.

· He knew what he would suffer. Nevertheless, He decided to go ahead with His redeeming work due to His great love.

The Lamb of God - What does it mean to suggest that “sins are forgiven only if blood is poured out”?
Every sacrificed animal on the Altar of Burnt Offering before the veil was torn symbolized the Lamb of God who would spill His blood on the cross.

Jesus is the only One who has lived a sinless life in this world. His death is the only means to forgive for our sins (Acts 4:12). 
B. The work of Jesus in the Holy Place.

The High Priest - What are the two things that she pointed out that must happen in order for us to benefit from His atonement? 
(1) Our sins must be transferred to the heavenly sanctuary and be blotted out. 
(2) A pre-advent judgment must take place to see who is “entitled” to salvation.
· Jesus was made a priest after the order of Melchizedek. That’s an order that is not bound to a specific family and is not subject to sin or death (Hebrews 7)

· The priesthood of Jesus is permanent. It’s based on only one sacrifice, and that sacrifice is enough to forgive every sinner who comes to Him by faith.

The intercessor - 
· Jesus is our High Priest and appears “for us in God’s presence.” (Hebrews 9:24 NIV). He represents the repentant sinners before the Father and offers His blood on their behalf.
· Thanks to Jesus, we can be sure that we are accepted by God. 1 John 2:1.
· The intercession of Christ in man’s behalf in the sanctuary above is as essential to the plan of salvation as was His death upon the cross. By His death He began that work which after His resurrection He ascended to complete in heaven. We must by faith enter within the veil, “whither the forerunner is for us entered.” Hebrews 6:20. There the light from the cross of Calvary is reflected. There we may gain a clearer insight into the mysteries of redemption. The salvation of man is accomplished at an infinite expense to heaven; the sacrifice made is equal to the broadest demands of the broken law of God. Jesus has opened the way to the Father’s throne, and through His mediation the sincere desire of all who come to Him in faith may be presented before God.—Ellen G. White, Spirit of Prophecy,* vol. 4, 313.2 (1884); Great Controversy* 489.1 (1888); 7SDABC* 478.2; FLB* 203.3; AG* 69.4; LHU* 329.4 

C. The work of Jesus in the Most Holy Place.

The purification - 
· Hebrews 9:23 is a reference to Leviticus 16. Paul states that the Heavenly Sanctuary must be purified like the earthly one was.

· On the Day of Atonement, the High Priest entered the Most Holy Place, and the presence of God was revealed on the Mercy Seat. That was a day of judgment.

· The work of Jesus in the Most Holy Place was prophesied in Daniel 8:14. That prophecy explains that the Judgment began in 1844, and it will end just before the Second Coming of Jesus. 
So, why do so few of our Christian friends understand and believe in this teaching? 

1. Many of them do not believe in the prophecies of the book of Daniel. 
2. Because of their understanding of the nature of man, they do not believe in a pre-advent judgment. Why would God conduct a judgment for dead people who are already either in heaven or hell? 
3. Satan is doing everything he possibly can to prevent people from understanding his true position and role in the great controversy. 
4. Our Christian friends have never been exposed to the ideas of the great controversy.
In this lesson we have briefly covered: 
(1) Christ’s sacrifice as the Passover Lamb on Calvary, 
(2) His high priestly ministry in the heavenly sanctuary, and 
(3) The eschatological day of atonement. 
The second and third of these points are points which are largely held only by Seventh-day Adventists. So, we come to some final questions: 
1. Did Jesus really have to die to deal with our sins? It was necessary to completely and finally answer all the accusations and questions about God and His plan to save you and me. (Romans 3:3-4,25-26) 
2. Why wasn’t it possible for God to forgive our sins without having to die on the cross?
He did not die of crucifixion; He died of separation from God, the Source of life. That is what led to His cry: “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” (Matthew 27:46, NKJV*) This was to prove the truthfulness of God’s statement to Adam back in the Garden of Eden: “He said to him, “You may eat the fruit of any tree in the garden, except the tree that gives knowledge of what is good and what is bad. You must not eat the fruit of that tree; if you do, you will die the same day.”—Good News Bible* (Genesis 2:16-17). The entire universe needed to see the proven results of sin and Satan’s form of government. 

One of the most difficult parts to understand about this whole scenario is that Jesus is the sacrificial Lamb; but, He is also the High Priest. 
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