Lesson – 5 (Qtr – 3, 2018) 


Lesson – 5 (Qtr -3, 2018)  August 3 – The Conversion of Paul 

Scripture Text: - Acts 9:1-30; 26:4-18; Deut. 21:23; 1 Cor. 9:1; Galatians 1:1.
Introduction: - The most incredible single experience that could happen in the history of the early Christian Church was the conversion of Saul on the road to Damascus. The impact of Paul/Saul on the early Christian church is beyond comprehension. Most of the New Testament came about from Paul/Saul and a gentile follower of Christ, a Physician, Dr. Luke. Saul was his Hebrew name used up through Acts 13 and in part of his own telling of his conversion recorded in Acts 26; Paul was his Greek name used as he worked among the Gentiles.
The incredible thing is that when we first hear about Saul, he was adamantly opposed to the Christian church and everything it stood for. He believed that Jesus was an imposter. But, after that experience on the Damascus road, an absolutely incredible change took place. 
“From among the most bitter and relentless persecutors of the church of Christ, arose the ablest defender and most successful herald of the gospel… In the promulgation of the gospel, Divine Providence would unite with the zeal and devotion of the Galilean peasants, the fiery vigor and intellectual power of a rabbi of Jerusalem. To lead the battle against pagan philosophy and Jewish formalism, was chosen one who had himself [10] witnessed the debasing power of heathen worship, and endured the spiritual bondage of Pharisaic exaction.—Ellen G. White, Sketches From the Life of Paul* 9.1-10.0 
How would you feel about yourself if you knew that you had started your career having had one of the best educations in the world and then turned that into an irresistible determination to destroy the Christian church? What was Saul’s concept of God during those early years? To find out more, let’s dive into our Lesson study! 
A  Apostle of the Sanhedrin.

· Persecuting the Church. Acts 9:1-2.

· The Sanhedrin gave Saul authority, so he became their shalia, an official messenger. The Greek word for shalia is apóstolos (i.e. apostle). Saul was the apostle of the Sanhedrin.

· He travelled to Damascus. He intended to arrest the believers of “the Way” and then bring them to Jerusalem to be judged for heresy.
· The road into Damascus from the foothills of Mount Hermon gives one an opportunity to look over the city. Somewhere on that road as Saul was traveling with his companions and they were thinking about how they would arrest Christians, Saul was suddenly struck down by a bright light. While Saul’s companions heard a noise, only Saul apparently heard the verbal message from Jesus Himself. (Acts 22:7-8) To Saul/Paul himself this was a very important moment. From then on in his life, he considered himself to have been commissioned by Jesus Himself to do His work. (1 Corinthians 9:1; 15:8)
· How would you feel if you were struck to the ground by a bright light and Jesus Himself was talking to you? Would you be prepared to say, as Saul did: “What do you want me to do, Lord?”
· Kicking against the goads. Acts 9:3-9.

· Saul was persecuting the Church, but Jesus considered Saul was persecuting Him. “He who touches you touches the apple of His eye.” (Zechariah 2:8)

· Saul was kicking the “goad” of his conscience, because he doubted that Jesus was the true Messiah. When he saw the face of the resurrected Jesus, his reasons fell apart.

B  Apostle of Jesus.

· Paul’s conversion. Acts 9:10-18.

· Paul was willing to follow Jesus and asked Him, “what do You want me to do?”

· Ananias was called for that purpose. He had reasonable doubts, but he finally met Paul. He restored his sight and confirmed his divine calling. Ananias encouraged Paul to be baptized and become part the Church.

· Paul in Damascus. Acts 9:19-25.

· The same man who came to arrest the followers of the “false messiah” was defending them in the synagogues.

· The Jews got alarmed and sought support from the civil authority to arrest Paul (2 Corinthians 11:32-33)

· The believers helped Paul and let him down through the wall in a large basket.

· Paul in Jerusalem. Acts 9:26-31.

· The church in Jerusalem didn’t believe the conversion of the cruel persecutor was real, although Paul had been converted three years before.

· God used Barnabas to break that prejudice.

· Paul continued the work of Stephen in Jerusalem; the same work he had interrupted before. His preaching was as rejected as Stephen’s. The life of Paul was in danger.

· A vision was sent to move him to leave Jerusalem (Acts 22:17-21). He was helped to escape again by his brothers.
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