Lesson – 5                                               May 4, 2013                             Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 5 Seek the Lord and Live (Amos) 
Read for your study: Amos 5:1-15, Heb. 5:14, Isa. 5:20, Amos 7:10-17, 9:11-15, Acts 15:13-18.
Memory Text: Seek good, not evil, that you may live. Then the LORD God Almighty will be with you, just as you say he is. (Amos 5:14)  
Introduction: In our previous lesson we saw that Israel was chosen and one would normally think that means special treatment. That is what the Jews thought at that time. There was an unusual doctrine of eternal security floating around Israel. They thought they were immune from judgment, because they were the chosen people living in the chosen city. They thought it didn't matter what they did. They took their relationship with God for granted. Amos 6:8 may be a reference to this attitude.
 But to God, being chosen, means having responsibility! Israel forgot the stipulations of the covenant made in Deuteronomy.  They were only secure as long as they followed God. That was part of the Old Testament law. 
How does this relate to us since we are not under the covenant blessings and curses? The father/child relationship is probably the most helpful for understanding this. We don’t spank other people’s children when they disobey. We expect more from our children than the other children. 

In the same way, we are children of God. We can't remove the relationship no matter how much we sin. What we can change is whether or not He needs to discipline us or whether He can continue with His planned blessings for us. When Israel was bad, they were still God's chosen people; they just didn't get to enjoy His blessings. Instead, God had to discipline them. And He disciplined them for transgressions that didn’t seem as bad to us as the other nations. But they knew better. 
What would happen if we saw our own death before it actually happened? How would we respond? Our lesson for this week starts with Amos summoning the people to hear his lament over Israel. He was singing a funeral song for the nation of Israel! God reveals Israel’s death to them. In essence, He inspires Amos to preach their funeral to them while they’re still alive. He preaches a funeral for the living dead. God lamented Israel even before they were dead. 
Let us dive into our study and learn how and why did God choose the prophets that He chose? Why did Amos lament over Israel?  Let us learn to heed the warning that they ignored. The warning that God is on His throne and it is only if we seek Him that we will live!

Hate Evil, Love Good: God had glorious plans for His people when He led Israel out of Egypt and after forty years of wandering in the wilderness established them in the land of Canaan. But Israel had its own plan! What an incredible contrast between God’s plan for His people and how they ended up! 

Ellen White writes, “Had Israel been true to God, He could have accomplished His purpose through the nation’s honor and exaltation. If Israel had walked in the ways of obedience, He would have made them “high above all nations which He hath made, in praise, and in name, and in honor.” “All people of the earth,” said Moses “shall see that thou art called by the name of the Lord; and they shall be afraid of thee.” “The nations which shall hear all these statutes” shall say, “Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people.” Deut. 26:19; 28:10; 4:6. But because of their unfaithfulness, God’s purpose could be wrought out only through continued adversity and humiliation.—Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages, p. 28.

Amos, a migrant farm worker and sheepherder from the southern kingdom of Judah, traveled north to speak to the people of the northern kingdom of Israel a few years before they were to be taken off into Assyrian captivity. God inspires Amos to lament Israel to turn back from evil and love good to live for the destruction is coming. 
Question: What was the evil committed by Israel? Amos goes to Bethel which had special significance in Israel’s history. In Genesis 28 we see that this is where Jacob had his dream about the angels descending on the ladder and his wrestling with God. But now it had become the center for idol worship in the Northern Kingdom. Jeroboam set up golden calves in Bethel and Dan for the Israelites to worship, because he didn't want the people worshipping God in Jerusalem and reuniting the kingdom. It was during this time that Israel was at the height of its power politically, but was very corrupt spiritually and morally. They worshipped the idols of Baal rather than the true God. Thus judgement was to follow. 
Question: What warning comes in this context?
 Amos 3: 7-8 tells us that God always reveals Himself and His plan to mankind. He tells us what He wants us to do, but with that information comes responsibility to do it. If we fail to do it, judgment will follow. (Amos 5:20)
Religion as Usual: 
Those who worship pagan gods lose sense of morality and justice and thus feel no need to follow God’s commands, as in Israel’s case. They oppressed the poor, robbed them in every way, lived drunken lives, and committed just about every sin one can imagine. Amos followed up his funeral song by spelling out some of their sins. Then he turned and said, “While you claim to serve the Lord, the day of the Lord will be terrible for you.” (Amos 5:18-20) 
Israel’s worship had become fake. Their religion had become fake. They gave legalistic tithes out of obligation. But they didn’t give to God according to their thankfulness for what He had given them. And because they didn’t give out of a right heart, God took a reverse tithe in judgment. And when He did, they cried. 
Question: But, what were they crying for? (Amos 5:16-17) It reminds of when children get in trouble and start crying. Are you crying because you’re sorry for what you did? Or are you crying because you got caught? Israel was crying because they got caught. They were crying for the things they had lost: The vineyards, the farms, the stuff, the prosperity. They weren’t weeping over their sin. Even in the midst of all the destruction, they still wouldn’t mourn in repentance. They were more worried about their comfort and their stuff than they were with their God. And because of that, God said He would pass through them. Those words immediately brought their minds back to a time when that same God delivered that same nation from her oppressors. Now, because of the way Israel had responded to God, destruction is coming. 
Note: What God really wanted was justice and righteousness in the land, says the author. The command to “seek the Lord” parallels the one to “seek good.” How careful should we be? Do our worship and religious services make us better citizens, better neighbors, and shining lights to the world? (Matthew 5:16) 
Called to be Prophet: 
Amos was a simple farmer and shepherd who migrated from the southern kingdom of Judah, to speak to the people of northern kingdom of Israel. But he was condemned by Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, who accused him of conspiring against Israel’s king. (Amos 7:10)  
Question: Why would God call a man who was a migrant farm worker and sheepherder to be an International prophet? If a migrant farm worker from India, Africa, or Mexico showed up at one of our churches and began to condemn us for our religious practices, how would we respond? 

We believe that God called up a prophet in our own times. How have we responded to the words of our own prophet?  As we look at the pages entitled “Reasons for the Delay” in Evangelism, p. 694-697, Ellen White repeatedly said that there had already been long delay and that we should have been in the kingdom long before that. “It was not the will of God that the coming of Christ should be thus delayed. God did not design that His people, Israel, should wander forty years in the wilderness. He promised to lead them directly to the land of Canaan, and establish them there a holy, healthy, happy people. But those to whom it was first preached, went not in “because of unbelief.” Their hearts were filled with murmuring, rebellion, and hatred, and He could not fulfill His covenant with them. {Evangelism, p. 696.1}

For forty years did unbelief, murmuring, and rebellion shut out ancient Israel from the land of Canaan. The same sins have delayed the entrance of modern Israel into the heavenly Canaan. In neither case were the promises of God at fault. It is the unbelief, the worldliness, unconsecration, and strife among the Lord’s professed people that have kept us in this world of sin and sorrow so many years.--Manuscript 4, 1883. (Evangelism, p. 696.2) 
After more than a century now, what would the prophetess say to us today? What shall we tell our children? As members of the church as a whole, we must decide what we will tell the children about what happened in the lives of His people. 
The Worst Type of Famine:
Question: What type of famine is the prophet referring to? In Amos 8, the prophet describes of a devastating effects of God’s judgement about to fall on the unrepentant Israel. He is going to punish them by sending a famine. This is not a famine for hunger or thirst but famine of hearing God’s Word. 
Amos 8:11-12 contains a dire warning of the consequences of not appreciating the blessings of God’s Word. They made idols and began to worship them. They started to follow other religions. The rich started to oppress the poor. God raised up prophets to bring the people back to him, but they rejected their message. They took their status of being his chosen people for granted. 
They began to despise the word of God. They did not want to hear.  They liked being God’s people, but they wanted him to leave them in peace. So now God was promising a different sort of famine - A time of spiritual hunger and thirst. A time when many would be desperate to achieve spiritual satisfaction and nourishment, but none would be there. 
Is that message even for us today? In our day with Bibles more widely available in many different translations in English and in more languages than ever before, how could it be possible that people would be searching for the Word of the Lord? Do people know where to go to learn the truth about God?
Judah’s Ruins Restored: 
The ultimate purpose for God's judgment is not revenge, it is restoration. God punishes us to bring us back to Him. This is always the purpose for discipline. Amos 9:12 shows that there will be a time when godly people from other nations will be included. That was Israel's purpose all along -- to be a testimony to the world of how great God is and lead the nations to Him. 

It is the church's and every individual believer's role to attract the nations to God and bring them into the kingdom. We are tremendously privileged people. Just like the Israelites we have the immense benefits of being God’s people on earth. We have the word of God. We have the final revelation of God in Christ. Let us seek the Lord and live! 

How are we responding to the light which has already been given to us? 
God Bless You!!!
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