Lesson – 5                                           August 4, 2012                              Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 5 Apostolic Examples 
Read for your study:  1 Thess. 2:1-12, Acts 16:1-40, Deut. 10:16, Ps. 51:1-10, 2 Cor. 8:1-5, Luke 11:11-13.

Memory Text: “But just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel, so we speak, not to please man, but to please God who tests our hearts”. (1 Thessalonians 2:4)
Introduction: Was there ever a man who was given as many gifts as the apostle Paul? Recognizing how much God wrote through him—how much God gave him talents and used his mind, intellect, training, experience, yieldedness, and willingness to work and sacrifice himself for God and the church—it might have been very easy for him to have been puffed up.  He even said himself that nobody worked any harder than he did, writing, "I labored more abundantly than they all" (I Corinthians 15:10). However, he was not bragging. 
It is not wrong to take the right kind of pride and to speak the truth about what we really have done. There is nothing wrong with a developed skill and confidence in our ability to do it. There must also be a proper recognition of where all that power, strength, and everything come from. It comes from God, the provider and giver of all the gifts.  

Oxford University professor of ecclesiastical history, Stanley Greensdale, stated that “the Church exists to promote the worship of God, the inner life of the spirit, the evangelization of the world and the molding of society according to the will of God”. It can be said that the apostles knew the best context in which to achieve these objectives, and purposely patterned such for us in the churches they established. 
 In our previous lesson on 1 Thessalonians1, we learnt that Paul had his focus on the work of the church and its implications. And now in this week’s lesson his focus shifts on the apostles and their experiences in Thessalonica. He is probing into the inner most lives of the apostles that enabled them to function as role models for the believers’ spiritual growth rather than numerical growth. 

Questions: How are the circumstances in our churches today? What does it take to be a role model for Christians and your church, if you were given the task of setting up the criteria? What seems to be the main emphasis in your church? Baptizing more and more members? Getting the church members to give more offerings? Or, is it spiritual growth? When was the last time we used God’s plumb line to measure our spiritual growth and how could we measure spiritual growth? Let us dive into our study and learn! 

Boldness in Suffering: 
In 1 Corinthians 4:16-17, we read that Paul planned to send Timothy to Corinth. Timothy was to remind the Corinthians of Paul’s life-style so that they could imitate him. The immediate context concerns Paul’s faithfulness in service and his humility as an apostle. Thus Paul wrote, “I urge you to imitate me. For this reason I am sending to you Timothy, my son whom I love, who is faithful in the Lord. He will remind you of my way of life in Christ Jesus, which agrees with what I teach everywhere in every church.” 
Notice the uniformity of practice reflected in Paul’s words.  His way of life in Christ was consistent with what he taught everywhere in every church. There was integrity. There were life-style traditions that grew out of Paul’s teachings. His belief determined his behavior. His doctrine naturally determined his duty. In similar fashion, the apostles’ beliefs about the function of the church would surely have affected the way they organized churches. Though the direct implication of 1 Corinthians 4 is far from church practice, to imitate the apostles’ ways regarding church life would also seem to be a wise choice for any fellowship. Paul himself says: "Be ye imitators of me, even as I also am of Christ" (1 Cor. 11:1). What a bold statement from a person who had suffered for the gospel of Christ! He was beaten; he was flogged and he was thrown into the prison. Yet how bold in his suffering to say, ‘be ye imitators of me, even as I also am of Christ’. With such a direct command as that, no one but a modernist could without sense of guilt say that we do not have to follow Paul's examples. 
1 Thessalonians was a personal letter from Paul to his friends. He was not afraid to open his heart to them. He was hoping that the spiritual hopes and dreams that he had for them would be their dreams also. In 1 Thessalonians 2:1, 2 the message is, “So, friends, it’s obvious that our visit to you was no waste of time. We had just been given rough treatment in Philippi, as you know, but that didn’t slow us down. We were sure of ourselves in God, and went right ahead and said our piece, presenting God’s Message to you, defiant of the opposition.” 

Many of us would probably have given up after the experience in Philippi. But Paul used that as a stepping stone – a base to introduce himself to the people of Thessalonica. Paul recalls how he and Silas were shamefully treated in Philippi on account of preaching the gospel. But in the midst of their pain and suffering, God was saying to Paul and Silas: Be bold. Be strong. So, they “began to be bold”, says the author. 
Question: If such things happen to you today or would happen to you in the future, would you be still witnessing? 

The Character of the Apostles: 

If anyone truly understood the purpose of the church, surely it was the apostles. They were handpicked and personally trained by Jesus for three years. After His resurrection, the Lord appeared to them over a forty day period (Ac 1:3). Finally, Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to teach them things He had not taught them before (John 14-16). Thus, whatever Jesus had taught His Apostles about the church was naturally reflected in the way they subsequently set up and organized churches. 
In the Greek world of Paul’s day, people loved imagining themselves as being experts in oratory, logic, and persuasion. It was thought that there were three criteria that made a person’s arguments persuasive: 1) the character of the speaker (ethos); 2) The quality or logic of his arguments (logos); 3) The power of the speakers appeal to move listeners’ emotions or self-interest (pathos). 
In 1 Thessalonians 2:3-6, Paul made it very clear that they were ‘not teaching error’, ‘not operating from impurity or sexual motivation; and ‘not into any trickery or deception’. Paul had an incredible effect on the Thessalonians. They trusted that he was telling them the truth. His motives were pure. His arguments were logical and persuasive. 
The apostles lived godly lives and set an apostolic example to imitate their faith. Paul was a man of faith and taught others to imitate his faith in Christ. In Titus 1 it is evident that the apostles did indeed have a definite way they wanted certain things done regarding the church.  It was not left up to each individual assembly to find its own way of doing things.  There was obviously some kind of order, pattern, or tradition that was followed in organizing the churches. 
Looking at the worship styles in our churches today, we see a shift in our worship patterns from traditional to contemporary and some even look like celebrations at times! We should be alarmed and hold on to the order and pattern of the apostolic faith. 

Southern Baptist theologian J. L. Dagg wrote in 1858 that the apostles “have taught us by example how to organize and govern churches. We have no right to reject their instruction and captiously insist that nothing but positive command shall bind us.  Instead of choosing to walk in a way of our own devising, we should take pleasure to walk in the footsteps of those holy men from whom we have received the word of life . . . respect for the Spirit by which they were led should induce us to prefer their modes of organization and government to such as our inferior wisdom might suggest.” 

Question: Are we living our lives in favor of the gospel? Do we live lives that are powerful arguments in favor of the gospel? If every other Christian were just like us, how soon would the gospel be finished?
Pleasing God: 
Question: What motivated Paul that his heart burned with the burden of spreading the gospel? What should motivate us to imitate Christ and His apostles? In 1 Thessalonians 2:4 Paul comes out very strong between contrasting his motivation for ministry and the worldly alternatives to it. He says that his teachings did not come from men but were those approved by God. “We speak as those approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel. We are not trying to please people but God, who tests our hearts.” Paul was not obliged to obey and keep the commandments of God; neither did he consider it just as a requirement to do so. Instead he kept the commandments of God because of his love for God’s righteous love which he had experienced in his life. He also kept the law because it pleased God. 
Ellen G. White beautifully illustrates this experience saying, “The man who attempts to keep the commandments of God from a sense of obligation merely–because he is required to do so–will never enter into the joy of obedience. He does not obey. When the requirements of God are accounted a burden because they cut across human inclination, we may know that the life is not a Christian life. True obedience is the outworking of a principle within. It springs from the love of righteousness, the love of the law of God. The essence of all righteousness is loyalty to our Redeemer. This will lead us to do right because it is right–because right doing is pleasing to God. (Christ’s Object Lessons 97.3-98.0)
Paul and his friends cared for the Thessalonians. They “adopted” the Thessalonians as if they were their own children. They cared deeply about what would happen to them in the future. That kind of selfless love moves people. The apostles were not motivated by greed, immorality, deception, or flattery. Only selfless love was manifested in their lives. The only motivation that really mattered to them was ‘pleasing God’. 
Caring Deeply: 
Paul considered himself a slave of Jesus Christ. He was so motivated by the gospel–the truth was burning in his heart so powerfully–that he could not keep silent. He gave his entire self to the work of spreading the gospel. 
Question: Have we ever seen that kind of motivation in our church; in our leadership or in ourselves? When someone goes way out of his way to help you and has no obvious possibility of reward for what he has done, how does that move you? Do we question his motives and do investigation to determine if the person was telling the truth? 
Ellen White writes, “No matter how high the profession, he whose heart is not filled with love for God and his fellow men is not a true disciple of Christ. . . . He might display great liberality; but should he, from some other motive than genuine love, bestow all his goods to feed the poor, the act would not commend him to the favor of God.—Ellen G. White, The Acts of the Apostles, pp. 318, 319. 

Isn’t this one of the prime duty of the church to care and feed the poor? In Ephesians 2:19-20 Paul tells us that ‘we are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints, and of the household of God; And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone;… 

Question: How difficult is it for selfish human beings to put the needs of others before their own wants and needs? It is not easy!
In 1 Corinthians 10:31-11:1, Paul again urged the Corinthians “Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ.” The immediate context is seeking the good of others so as to glorify God and bring them to salvation (10:31 - 11:1).  The word “follow” (1Co 11:1) is from mimatai, the basis for “mimic.”  Paul wanted the Corinthian believers to imitate him in that regard.  Apparently they were doing well in imitating him in other matters also, since Paul stated in the very next verse, “I praise you because you remember me in everything, and hold firmly to the traditions, just as I delivered them to you” (11:2, NASV). 
The church is built upon the apostles and the prophets and the words they wrote under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. They not only prophesied (foretold events), but they also recorded accurate accounts of ancient history. Besides that, they taught a great deal of doctrine, the teachings we believe and after which we pattern our lives based on the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

To Not Be a Burden: 
Though Paul even said himself that nobody worked any harder than he did, writing, "I labored more abundantly than they all" (I Corinthians 15:10) must not be taken literally to exaggerate. In other words, Paul was saying that he worked beyond the call of duty in order not to burden them; Paul did not want anything to stand in the way of his witness to them, says the author. 

In addition to this, he was very careful to behave in such a way as not to cause offense, either before God or before others as he writes in 1 Thess. 2:10, “ You are witnesses, and so is God, of how holy, righteous and blameless we were among you who believed”. Paul and the apostles kept themselves pure and ‘blameless’ in their relationship so that the gospel would become the central focus of attention. He engaged himself in tent-making to support himself. Truly, Paul teaches a powerful lesson in self-sacrifice. 
What a great leader motivated by love and desire to please God. He did everything possible to make sure that his ministry was not based on error, impure motives, trickery, or greed. Fortunately, there were others too like Joseph, Moses, and Daniel in the Old Testament who were motivated only by love for God and convictions of the truth. 
Question: What motivates us? Is it money? Is it power? Or is it greed? Paul says, “Rejoice in the Lord always, I will say it again:  Rejoice!”  Let your gentleness be evident to all.  The Lord is near.  Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:4-7).  The main point of Philippians 4:4-7 is that by rejoicing in the Lord we can gain God’s peace, regardless of circumstances. 
God Bless You!!!
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