Lesson – 5 (Qtr. 1, 2016)                   January 30, 2016                               Gladwin Mathews 


Lesson – 5 The Controversy Continues
Read for your study: - 1 Sam. 17:43-51, 2 Sam. 11:1-17, 1 Kings 18:21-39, 2 Kings 19:21-34, Esther 3:8-11, Nehemiah 1:1-11.

Memory Text: - "And I told them of the hand of my God which had been good upon me, and also of the king's words that he had spoken to me. So they said, 'Let us rise up and build.' Then they set their hands to this good work" (Nehemiah 2:18, NKJV). 
Introduction: - In our study so far, we have learnt that the Great Controversy began in heaven. Later Satan shifted the battlefield to this earth when he was cast down from heaven. And over the course of history he has been shifting it. 
His first attack was on the very ones made in the image of God. So he attacked the family circle. To save the family circle, God raised various patriarchs such as Abel, Noah, Abraham, Jacob, and Joseph through whom the plan of redemption was provided to rescue mankind. 

Then God chose to raise a nation through Abraham and that too was under attack by Satan. But God established Judges to communicate His message of hope, encouraging them to remain faithful unto Him. But their hearts turned away from Him and the controversy continued when His chosen nation asked for a King. God gave them kings according to their desire and soon they struggled with issues of idolatry because they chose to worship the gods of the heathen nations which were around them. 

This week our study will focus on some of the leaders of Israel such as David, Elijah, Hezekiah, Esther, and Nehemiah, the continuing controversy through them, instigated and prompted by Satan, and how they tried to resolve! Let us dive into our study and learn! 
David, Goliath, and Bathsheba: - We are created in the image of God, but we are humans for ‘to err is human.’ Now who hasn’t heard the story of David and Goliath? (1 Samuel 17:43-51). We see a small, shepherd boy from the house of Jesse rise to the throne and become Israel’s most glorious and beloved ruler. Prophet Samuel anoints him, even before he distinguishes himself by killing the Philistine giant, Goliath. 
But Goliath was only the first of many giants David would face in his lifetime. He made a ‘giant’ mistake when he committed adultery with Bathsheba, a married woman. And then he continues in his sin by arranging secretly to get her husband Uriah, killed in the battle. This was the lowest point in his life recorded in 2 Samuel 11:1-17. But he makes a U turn in his life. Psalm 51 and Psalm 32 describe his honest repentance when God pointed out his sins. David is mentioned as a man of faith in Hebrews 11. 
Each of us has our own private battles to fight, and God is aware of all the temptations coming our way. However, the ultimate choice is ours. How do we handle these battles that take place in the battlefield of our minds? The battleground of the great controversy is in our minds. 

To Turn their Hearts: - The Northern Kingdom of Israel had forsaken the Lord (1 Kings 19:10) and had turned to idol worship. They were worshipping fertility gods. Seeing this evil among His people, God raised Elijah, the Tishbite with a message that there will be no rain for the next three years (1 Kings 17:1). 
Why God used this method to punish Israel by withholding the rain? It is because the heathen god Baal was thought to bring rain to ensure fertile crops and herds that made farmers wealthy. And all the prevailing religious rites focused on fertility and income. Secondly, by using this method God hoped that it would soften the hearts of some wayward people. 
Next Elijah prepared for a showdown on Mount Carmel to meet with the prophets of Baal and Asherah, (the fertility goddess) to see who the real god was and whose sacrifice is accepted. God rained fire on Elijah’s offering accepting his sacrifice and showing to the people that He is the true God. The miracle was followed by the bloodbath with 850 false prophets being slain at once. 

The real issue of the miracle was not showdown but to turn the hearts of the people back to God. It was Israel’s faithfulness to the covenant. We each need to recognize that God not only has power to control the lightning but also is the power source keeping each one of us alive moment by moment. 

Ellen G. White writes, “Every pulsation of the heart is a rebound from the touch of the finger of God.—Ellen G. White, Review and Herald, December 2, 1890 par. 15. 

 Unfortunately, like David, who was chased by King Saul and fled to hide in the caves, Elijah also fled before Queen Jezebel’s wrath and ran away into the caves. What is the message for us today in this story? 
Words of Defiance: - The people of Israel had been scattered across Mesopotamia by the Assyrians who had control over them. God could no longer work with them while they were doing everything possible to ignore Him and turn against His teachings. A few later, a huge army stood before them threatening their lives and the temple. 

Hezekiah was one of the few kings of Judah who actually seriously attempted to follow the true God. He recognized that Judah’s only hope of salvation was in the God of heaven. He prayed to God in desperation. And God sent Prophet Isaiah with the message that Sennacherib, the Assyrian King, would be defeated even though an army of 185,000 men had surrounded the city. But the hand of God had delivered them. King Sennacherib himself fled in disgrace and was killed by his own son (2 Kings 19:36-37). 

How can we learn, even amid the most discouraging and seemingly impossible situations, to trust in the Lord? Does it encourage us to know that God will defeat Satan and indeed finish and overcome the great controversy finally? 

Death Decree: - In the story of Esther, we find another controversy facing God’s people. It revolved around the death decree that Haman tried to enforce through the King that would wipe out the Jewish race. But God had a different plan and turned the entire scene in favour of His people. 

By saving Esther, God not only saved her but also thwarted Satan’s plan of destroying the bloodline that was predicted for the coming Messiah. If Satan’s plan was successful then he could have accomplished two of his purposes:

· Jesus would not have been born through the promised seed of Abraham, breaking the covenant with His people.
· It would have meant the loss of God’s promises and the gospel message which the Jews were to spread to the world. Though the name of ‘God” isn’t mentioned in the entire story of Esther, but His intervention is clearly witnessed in the entire life of Esther who courageously stood for her people. 
Why did Haman plan to kill the Jews? Haman was a descendant of the kings of the Amalekite who had almost been wiped out by King Saul and the Hebrew people earlier in their history. When Haman saw an opportunity to destroy his ancestral enemies, the Jews, he tried to do so. 

Ellen G. White writes, “Little did the king realize the far-reaching results that would have accompanied the complete carrying out of this decree. Satan himself, the hidden instigator of the scheme, was trying to rid the earth of those who preserved the knowledge of the true God.—Ellen G. White, Prophets and Kings, pp. 600.3-601.0.

Was the Law and who we worship of concern in the story of Esther? Will there be another time when death decree will be passed upon God’s faithful people? 

Nehemiah: - Just as Daniel faithfully held public office for the government that once held him captive, Nehemiah faithfully discharged his duties as the King’s cupbearer. Nehemiah was a faithful servant to King Artaxerxes. Both Artaxerxes and Nehemiah were, no doubt, familiar with the stories of Esther, Haman, and Mordecai. But, things were not going well back in Jerusalem as Nehemiah 1:3 tells us. 
Hanani, one of the relatives of Nehemiah, who had come from Judah had brought a bad news about Jerusalem. The people who had returned from exile were ‘in great trouble and disgrace’ and the city walls and gates were in ruins. Nehemiah was sad to hear the news. He mourned, fasted, and prayed for them. 

Nehemiah’s prayer recorded in Nehemiah 1:5-10 is somewhat very similar to Daniel’s prayer recorded in Daniel 9:4-19. Notice in both cases that Daniel and Nehemiah were not praying for benefits for themselves but rather for God’s reputation and His “name” among the heathen. When God’s faithful people pray, He always hears their prayer! 
The king was very kind and generous to Nehemiah. He not only gave him permission to return and rebuild Jerusalem but also provided the means to get the job done. 

After arriving in Jerusalem, Nehemiah did his investigations in secret and found out why the Jews there were so discouraged about repairing the walls and gates. Then, he challenged them, offering the support which he had received from the emperor and encouraging them to finish what needed to be done. 
Satan was working tirelessly with some of the tribal chiefs though to mock, discourage, and even destroy the reconstruction efforts. Nehemiah did not back down in the midst of their taunts, however, and the work continued, despite attempts to stop it. When God’s reputation is at stake, He often does whatever is necessary to deal with the problem. Fifty-two days later, despite all kinds of opposition from their neighbors, the task was finished. 

How often do we face opposition from friends, neighbours, or associates at work who make fun of us and try to discourage us to do something for God? 
Are we prepared to stand firmly as Nehemiah did on God’s side? Do we have the faith in God to deal with our enemies while we move ahead to finish the task for the Master? 

Have we clearly understood the role God played in the battles of David and Goliath, Elijah versus the prophets of Baal, Hezekiah versus Sennacherib, and Esther versus Haman? 
Do you have the kind of resolve that Nehemiah had to work night and day with almost no breaks to accomplish the mighty task of rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem?
Do you believe that God will still act on behalf of His faithful followers in our days? 

Even the Bible heroes in our stories for this week had their problems. For David, it was Bathsheba and Uriah. (2 Samuel 11) For Elijah, it was running from Jezebel. (1 Kings 19) For Hezekiah, it was showing off his wealth to the Babylonians. (2 Kings 20:12-18). 

Are we prepared to enter into a faith relationship with God despite problems that we may have had in our lives? Let us be faithful workers for God! 

God Bless You!!!
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