Lesson – 5                                               February 4, 2012                       Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 5 The Holiness of God
Read for your study: Matt. 11:10; Mark 1:2; Gen. 2:3; Job 42:5, 6; Luke 5:1–11; Luke 4:31–36; Isa. 6:1–3; Rev. 4:8, 9.

Memory Text: “Exalt the Lord our God, and worship at his holy hill; for the Lord our God is holy" (Psalm 99:9).
Introduction: If you were asked to describe God, “How would you describe God?” Awesome? Loving? Merciful? Gracious? Just? What if you could use just one word to describe Him? Could you do it? Pastor and author Tony Evans says this about God: Holiness is the centerpiece of all of God’s attributes. Of all the things God is, at the center of His being, God is holy. Never in the Bible is God called, love, love, love, or eternal, eternal, eternal, or truth, truth, truth. On this aspect of His character, God has laid the most stress! God is indeed called, Holy! Holy! Holy! 

Psalm 99 is a psalm all about the holiness of God. Psalm 99 tells us in verse 3, verse 5, and verse 9 that our Almighty Heavenly Father is holy.  In Isaiah 6 we see the view of God presented and described with a great sense of awe where the Seraphim cried out, “Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord of Hosts; the whole earth is full of His glory.” Our God is holy and this is one of our foundations of faith. 

Holiness is the characteristic of God’s nature that is the very core of His being. Only as we encounter God in His holiness is it possible for us to see ourselves as we really are. The view of God presented in Isaiah 6:1-4 leaves an individual with a deep sense of awe at the greatness of his majesty. To be indifferent is impossible for the Christian when confronted by the holiness of God. The practical life of the Christian flows from the vision of the God of holiness. Job 6:10 refers to God as “The Holy One.” 

This lesson is about the holiness of God and what that might imply about our relationship to Him. What does it mean to be holy, sacred, or sanctified? Let us dive into our study and learn! 

“It Is Written” – How much do you think about the holiness of God? I think that it is something that we need to pay a great deal more of attention to and that we must return to Scripture and compare our thinking about God with what is taught there. 
Let us look into Exodus 15:11. This is called "The Song of Moses." It is what the children of Israel sang after they came through the Red Sea, and they were delivered from their enemies and oppressors—the Egyptians. And Moses wrote: "Who is like You, O LORD, among the gods? Who is like you, glorious in holiness?” Therefore do we read, "Thou art of purer eyes than to behold evil, and canst not look on iniquity" (Hab. 1:13). The idea here is that God is incomparable. He is unique. He is unapproachable—but not unapproachable in the sense of being remote from us. But unapproachable in the sense that there is nobody, anywhere, that even comes close to being like Him. Psalm 111:9 says, “Holy and reverent is His name.” Next turning to I Samuel 2:2 we see that the context here is Hannah praying after God blessed her with the son that she requested. He turned out to be Samuel. And Hannah prayed and said: No one is holy like the LORD, for there is none besides You, nor is there any rock like our God.” These scriptural texts remind us that the prophet is not merely speaking for God but that God is speaking for Himself through the prophet. 

When we look at the word of God we see not only is His word Holy, but His day is Holy. In the Old Testament when the Tabernacle was assembled, the place behind the veil, where the Ark of the Covenant was located was called “The Holy of Holies” because that’s where God was. He said, “To those who approach Me I will show Myself Holy.” He even tells us to be Holy because He is Holy (Lev. 11:45). The apostle Paul charges us to "pursue peace . . . and holiness" Hebrews 12:14. Further, Paul adds that we must pursue holiness because "without it no one will see the Lord." The apostle Peter writes, ‘But as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, because it is written, "Be holy, for I am holy." (I Peter 1:15-16). These texts tell us First, God is Holy! Second, we must accept the way to be holy. Third, we must be holy— because God is holy. Mankind created in the image of God must be holy! This is something that we cannot attain to on our own. It is primarily the work of God in us; but that does not excuse us from making the most serious exertions of our life, in an attempt to attain it.

Question: How can one achieve this holiness? Holiness is not transferred via a group. Each must work with God on achieving it himself. The Bible shows that many had long contact with truly godly people, yet never became holy. 
Joab had an almost lifelong association with David, but he remained a scoundrel to his dying day (I Kings 2:5-6, 28-34). For years, Gehazi served Elisha, but he ended up cursed because of greed (II Kings 5:20-27). Paul reports that Demas had forsaken him because he loved the world (II Timothy 4:10). The rich young ruler, who appears to have been moral and respectable in conduct, asked Jesus what he should do to have eternal life, yet his rejection of His counsel proves that he was not holy at the time (Matthew 19:16-22). Holiness starts in one's relationship with the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ. 
John Charles Ryle gives the following definition in his book, Holiness: Holiness is the habit of being of one mind with God, according as we find His mind described in Scripture. It is the habit of agreeing in God's judgment, hating what He hates, loving what He loves, and measuring everything in this world by the standard of His Word. He who most entirely agrees with God, he is the most holy man. (p. 34)

To Be Set Apart – In Ephesians 1:4 we have been invited to be holy—to be holy as God is holy—to be without blame before Him in love. God says that we have been called to be holy and without blame before Him. One could also say we have been called to be sanctified. Becoming holy is sanctification. Sanctification is just a fancy term that means "becoming holy," or ‘to be set apart’ which is growing in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ. It implies overcoming. We might avoid a word like "sanctification" because it is not part of our normal vocabulary, but all it means is "to become holy." We see God’s holiness manifested in three ways:
· God’s holiness is manifested in His works. "The Lord is righteous in all His ways, and holy in all His works" (Ps. 145:17). Holiness is the rule of all His actions. At the beginning He pronounced all that He made "very good" (Gen. 1:31), which He could not have done had there been anything imperfect or unholy in them. Man was made "upright" (Eccl. 7:29), in the image and likeness of his Creator. 

· God’s holiness is manifested in His law. That law forbids sin in all of its modifications: in its most refined as well as its grossest forms. Therefore we read, ‘The law is holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and good" (Rom. 7:12). Because God is holy He hates all sin. God has often forgiven sinners, but He never forgives sin; and the sinner is only forgiven on the ground of another having borne his punishment; for "without shedding of blood is no remission" (Heb. 9:22). For one sin God banished our first parents from Eden. For one sin all the posterity of Ham fell under a curse which remains over them to this day (Gen. 9:21). For one sin Moses was excluded from Canaan, Elisha’s servant smitten with leprosy, Ananias and Sapphira cut off out of the land of the living. 
· God’s holiness is manifested at the Cross. Wondrously and yet most solemnly does the Atonement display God’s infinite holiness and abhorrence of sin! Because God is holy He hates all sin. How hateful must sin be to God for Him to punish it to its utmost deserts when it was imputed to His Son! He loves everything which is in conformity to His laws, and loathes everything which is contrary to it. His Word plainly declares, "The froward is an abomination to the Lord" (Prov. 3:32). And, "The thoughts of the wicked are an abomination to the Lord" (Prov. 15:26).  

It is in this context that we should better understand the gap between a God who is holy and the entire human race as sinners. God is separate from us as sinners but Christ through His blood has bridged that gap and has brought us closer to Him. 
Question: What has happened to men in the presence of the holiness of God? What is our response to be like? Can we really become holy? To get a little better idea of what it means to be holy, let us consider Genesis 2:3. The Sabbath was set apart from other days of the week. The Scriptures say that it was ‘blessed and hallowed it.’ Clearly, to be holy means to be set apart for special purposes. It was intended to be a time of celebration of what God has done for us and wants to do with us. 
When Isaiah experienced the presence of the God’s holiness he pronounced a plague upon himself. Woe! Isaiah said, "Woe is me, for I am undone." He knew that he was in the presence of Someone that was so distinctively different from what he was, he unraveled. Isaiah caught a glimpse of the Holy One of Israel; and immediately his self-esteem was shattered. In a brief second, he was made to feel naked, exposed before the absolute Standard of holiness. 

Job had a similar experience. It wasn't quite of the same magnitude as Isaiah's; but Job argued forcibly and convincingly against his friends; but, whenever God came into the picture, Job was forced to say, "I have heard of you by the hearing of my ears; but now my eyes see you. Therefore, I hate myself; and I repent in dust and ashes." Job 42:5, 6 
Consider some of the other prophets who had direct encounters with the holiness of God. While in Babylonian captivity, Ezekiel had a vision of God. (Ezekiel 1) While fleeing from his brother Esau and after deceiving his father Isaac, Jacob had a night vision of the ladder going up to heaven. (Genesis 28:16,17) Moses had repeated encounters with God. (Exodus 19-34) Daniel received major visions and was protected by God.
Question:  How do you understand Daniel 10:5-8? What was the angel’s response? 
The angel said, “Stand up, I want to talk to you!” (Daniel 10:10-12) While God’s holiness seems to be awesome and people react with fear and trembling, God prefers to have us relate to Him as a friend; He prefers to talk to us face-to-face. (Consider Moses: See Numbers 12:8 and Deuteronomy 34:10-12; John 15:15). 

Question: Read Luke 5:1-11. Why do you think Peter reacted the way he did? 
Ellen White says, “In Jesus he saw One who held all nature under His control. The presence of divinity revealed his own unholiness. Love for his Master, shame for his own unbelief, gratitude for the condescension of Christ, above all, the sense of his uncleanness in the presence of infinite purity, overwhelmed him. While his companions were securing the contents of the net, Peter fell at the Saviour’s feet, exclaiming, “Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord.”—Ellen G White, The Desire of Ages, p. 246. 
At that moment, Peter had a flash of insight into holiness incarnate, in the flesh. And what happened is that he saw himself as small, unworthy, filthy—just like Isaiah—immortal. He wanted Jesus to leave, to get out of there; so that he could, once again, feel somewhat comfortable. So that he could once again measure himself against other men, rather than the holiness of God.
In Luke 4:31-36 and in several other passages, even the demons recognized who Christ was. They feared and trembled before Him because they knew they were in the presence of the Holy One of God. 
In Conclusion we learn that:

· Holiness is the beauty of all of His other attributes. It is the rule of all of His actions.
· Holiness is transcendent and powerful purity of God’s Character. God is truly holy!
· God can put us into a state of holiness by sanctifying us.

· Holiness must be perfected by God’s Spirit, fellowship with Him, obedience and faith.
· Perfecting holiness is the process by which we are transformed to the glory of God. 

· Because God is holy we should desire to be conformed to Him. His command is, "Be ye holy, for I am holy" (1 Pet. 1:16). We are not bidden to be omnipotent or omniscient as God is, but we are to be holy, and that "in all manner of deportment" (1 Pet. 1:15). 
God Bless You!!!
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