Lesson – 5 (Qtr. 2, 2016)                   April 30, 2016                       Gladwin Mathews 


Lesson – 5 The Seen and the Unseen War
Read for your study: -  Matt. 11:11,1- 12; Rev. 5:5; Matt. 12:25-29; Isa. 27:1;  Heb. 2:14.

Memory Text: - From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and the violent take it by force.” (Matthew 11:12, NKJV).

Introduction: - We are living in the age of science and technology where at the click of a button we see some of the unseen realities. It not only tells of the metaphysical world as we see but also tells us that the angels – both good and evil exist and that God Himself do exist and exert influences on us and others every day without being seen. And it is through these everyday experiences of life that we also see the unseen background of the great controversy between Christ and Satan. 
This week we will learn to see how our day-by-day activities fit into the great controversy going on throughout the universe. Let us dive into our lesson study and learn! 

Matthew 11:11-12: - Jesus found Himself facing Satan’s opposition through those who claimed to be guardians of the truth but actually had joined Satan in misrepresenting God. When He came, most of His people rejected Him, not because He was strong and overpowering, but because He was gentle and peaceful. Instead of using force and violence, He spoke truth, exercised reason, and sought their trust. He did not shout or raise His voice (Matt. 12:19, RSV). 
When He dined with publicans and tax collectors, the Pharisees complained that He was soft on sin. When He celebrated the Sabbath as God intended it to be celebrated, they condemned Him as a lawbreaker. When He set people free from demons, they claimed that His power came from Satan.
· Jesus was accused of healing by the power of Beelzebub. He took the opportunity to talk about the war between two kingdoms, God’s and the Devil’s (Matthew 12:24-30).

· Those two kingdoms are real, although we cannot see them. Our problem is that we are currently living in enemy territory.
The Scriptures reveal the plan of salvation. But at times some texts can be difficult to understand. Ellen G. White expressed this concept so clearly: “The very humblest forms of life present a problem that the wisest of philosophers is powerless to explain. Everywhere are wonders beyond our ken. Should we then be surprised to find that in the spiritual world also there are mysteries that we cannot fathom? The difficulty lies solely in the weakness and narrowness of the human mind. God has given us in the Scriptures sufficient evidence of their divine character, and we are not to doubt His word because we cannot understand all the mysteries of His providence.”—Steps to Christ, pp. 106, 107. 

The Frontiers of Darkness: - The passage recorded in Matthew 11:12 is a bit difficult to understand as it can be used in either positive or negative sense. Jesus warned us that our progress in the Christian way as individuals and as a group will not always be peaceful. (Matthew 10:34; Revelation 5:5; Micah 2:13) 
John the Baptist himself expected more decisive action by Christ. "Like the Saviour's disciples, John the Baptist did not understand the nature of Christ's kingdom. He expected Jesus to take the throne of David; and as time passed, and the Saviour made no claim to kingly authority, John became perplexed and troubled. He had declared to the people that in order for the way to be prepared before the Lord, . . . the mountains and hills must be brought low, the crooked made straight, and the rough places plain. He had looked for the high places of human pride and power to be cast down. He had pointed to the Messiah as the One whose fan was in His hand, and who would thoroughly purge His floor, who would gather the wheat into His gamer, and burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire. Like the prophet Elijah, in whose spirit and power he had come to Israel, he looked for the Lord to reveal Himself as a God that answereth by fire."—The Desire of Ages, p. 215.
The Adult Sabbath School Lesson study Guide for Monday, April 25 suggests a possible solution: Some have argued that the most likely interpretation of Matthew 11:12 is to apply the most common uses of biazômai (typically positive) and biastçs (typically negative), giving us this interpretation: the kingdom of heaven is forcefully advancing with “holy power and magnificent energy that has been pushing back the frontiers of darkness”; and while this is happening, “violent or rapacious men have been trying to plunder it.”—D. A. Carson, The Expositor’s Bible Commentary With the New International Version: Matthew (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1995), pp. 266, 267. [Diacritical marks on Greek words are added.]

We can interpret that verse in different ways by combining those translations:

· Forcefully advancing + Forceful men = Believers who are strongly convinced make the Kingdom advance forcefully.

· Forcefully advancing + Violent men = The Kingdom advances forcefully, but violent men stop it.

· Suffering violence + Forceful men = The Kingdom suffers violence and only those with strong conviction can reach it.

· Suffering violence + Violent men = The Kingdom suffers violence from violent men.

This interpretation must give us a wider picture of God the Father and the struggle between light and darkness, between Christ and Satan, a struggle, a war, seen and unseen, in which we are all involved, because the Father and the Son are in complete agreement.

 "Had God the Father come to our world and dwelt among us, humbling Himself, veiling His glory, that humanity might look upon Him, the history that we have of the life of Christ would not have been changed. . . . In every act of Jesus, in every lesson of His instruction, we are to see and hear and recognize God. In sight, in hearing, in effect, it is the voice and movements of the Father."— That I May Know Him, p. 338. 
The “Warfare Worldview”: - As opposition increased, everything Jesus did was criticized and condemned by those seeking to countermand His influence. 
The Jews added numerous restrictions in an attempt to safeguard the fourth commandment, as well as the other precepts of the law. They had made Sabbath observance an impossible task by covering every circumstance from eating, to walking, to illness on the Sabbath. 
We do not gain the blessing God puts into the Sabbath if our Sabbath keeping does not lead to full enjoyment of mental, spiritual, and physical wholeness. Jesus said, “The Sabbath was made for man… and that He is the Lord of the Sabbath.” Mark 2:27, 28. 

"The Saviour Himself has the right to determine what is appropriate to that day; consequently, the Pharisees were exceeding their prerogatives. . . . The church has no right to load the Sabbath with oppressive restrictions—as did the Jews—or to attempt the transfer of its sacredness from one day to another. Both are devices of the evil one designed to lure men away from the true spirit of Sabbath observance."—SDA Bible Commentary, vol. 5, p. 589.
There is another ‘conflict’ faced by every true Christian. It is the ‘blasphemy against the Holy spirit’ and can never be forgiven. 

What is the blasphemy against the Holy Spirit, which cannot "be forgiven" (Matt. 12:31, 32)? How did God's chosen people commit this sin as a nation? There are at least two elements involved in the unpardonable sin (the blasphemy against the Holy Spirit): 

1. Progressive rejection of the conviction that service is owed to Christ and that His teaching is the truth. "If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sins is left" (Heb. 10:26, NIV). 

2. The blasphemy of crediting to Satan the work of the Holy Spirit, and vice versa. (See Num. 16:28-35, 41-49.) 

"It is not God that blinds the eyes of men or hardens their hearts. He sends them light to correct their errors, and to lead them in safe paths; it is by the rejection of this light that the eyes are blinded and the heart hardened. Often the process is gradual, and almost imperceptible. Light comes to the soul through God's word, through His servants, or by the direct agency of His Spirit; but when one ray of light is disregarded, there is a partial benumbing of the spiritual perceptions, and the second revealing of light is less clearly discerned. So the darkness increases, until it is night in the soul. Thus it had been with these Jewish leaders. They were convinced that a divine power attended Christ, but in order to resist the truth, they attributed the work of the Holy Spirit to Satan. In doing this they deliberately chose deception; they yielded themselves to Satan, and henceforth they were controlled by his power."—The Desire of Ages, pp. 322, 323.

A Lost Cause: -We are in “cosmic conflict” or “great controversy”. No other group or church has spelled out the “cosmic conflict” or “great controversy” view as has Ellen White. Without her, the Seventh-day Adventist Church would be missing its core beliefs; and it is doubtful that we would be in existence today. Can you identify the work of Satan and the cosmic conflict in your own life? Remember that to Satan this is a life or death battle. He knows that, ultimately, he will lose; but, if he can be successful in getting us to join his side so that none of us actually understands the great controversy and stands firmly on God’s side, then he can delay that day. 

Hebrews 2:14; 1 Corinthians 15:20-27; Revelation 12:12; 20:10 makes it very clear that Christ will be the ultimate Victor in this war. Satan even knows that he has only a little time left. And he will ultimately be destroyed in the lake of fire. Just as Christ and Satan battled over the minds of angels in heaven and Satan lost; the same basic cosmic is happening on earth today.

The battleground of the great controversy was and is in the minds of God’s creatures throughout the universe. After the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, the rest of the universe saw clearly the issues and have rejected all of Satan’s claims against God and His character and government. At this point in time, the great controversy is limited to this earth. (1 Corinthians 4:9; Ephesians 1:8-10; 3:8-10; Colossians 1:19-20) But, the issues have not changed. The angels and the beings in the rest of the universe needed the answers that were provided by the life and death of Jesus just as much as we do. But, they saw all of the details of the life and death of Jesus and understood almost everything that was involved; Satan can no longer be successful in deceiving them. 
Christ’s kingdom of love and grace seems, at times, vulnerable and weak when it is faced by conflict with powers using force, manipulation, and deception. But Satan is a defeated foe! 

Let us remember that a true knowledge of God that leads us to trust Him will, in turn, lead to loving service, joyous Sabbath keeping, an eagerness to be with God, and an active desire to make Him known to others. When we yield all to God, we are bound to meet opposition. But we should keep in mind that Satan is a defeated foe. The great controversy is fought daily over truth and error in people's minds; the side chosen and the direction of the focus will determine the outcome of each battle! 
· The end of this war was determined at the cross. Jesus’ victory was absolute. Satan is a defeated prince.

· He is already defeated, but he can still hurt us. He uses subtle temptations to steal our loyalty and makes us lose the eternal Kingdom.

· The key question is: Which side are you on?

God Bless You!!!
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