Lesson – 6                                                May 10, 2014                                Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 6 Christ’s Death and the Law
Read for your study: -Rom. 7:1-6; 8:5-8; Rom. 7:7-13; Rom. 4:15;Acts 13:38-39; Gal. 3:10.
Memory Text: -“So, my brothers and sisters, you also died to the law through the body of Christ that you might belong to another, to him who was raised from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit for God. (Romans 7:4)
Introduction: - Sin is breaking the law of God. When a law is broken, a punishment is incurred. There is no punishment without law, and there is no law without punishment. When a person is sentenced to time in prison, this is done based upon the requirements of the law. The required sentence upon one who breaks the law of God is death. 
Adam and Eve broke the Law of God when they disobeyed Him. Man sinned against God and had the sentence of death (2 Cor. 1:9). But God in His mercy, made a provision of a ‘substitutionary atonement’ of Jesus Christ. He took our place, which is clearly taught in Isaiah 53:4-6; 2 Cor. 5:21; and 1 Pet. 2:24.  
This week’s lesson study is about Christ death and His relation to the Law. The purpose of this lesson is to discuss why Jesus had to die and what that tells us about the continued necessity of obedience to the commandments. Let us dive into our study and learn! 

Dead to the Law (Romans 7:1-6): - Amazingly, in just this one chapter of Romans the word “law” is used 28 different times. The “law” refers to the Old Testament law, or specifically, the Ten Commandments. Actually, if you were to count up all the laws and rules, there are 613 of them! Paul is assuming that there is general knowledge among his readers about the nature of law – that’s what he means when he writes, “Do you not know…” that the law has absolute authority or jurisdiction over us? The problem is that none of us can live out the law completely, except with the help of the Holy Spirit, but the Law cannot save us. 
All of us are overcome by sin and unable to save ourselves. The Law itself is “holy, righteous, and good” (Romans 7: 12), but it cannot save the sinner. Our bondage to sin is linked to our bondage to the law. The solution to this problem is the Cross of Calvary. In Christ, we died to the Law and to its reign over us. In dying to the Law, sin no longer has mastery over us, because Christ’s death on the Cross has released us from sin. And we have new relationship with Him because Christ was raised from the dead. True release comes from a relationship with Jesus, not from rules.
The Law of Sin and Death (Romans 8:1-8): - In Romans 7, Paul tells us his troubles with keeping the law. But in Romans 8 we get the full thrust of assurance of forgiveness and eternal life. Paul reminds us that, as Christians, we are assured that there is “no condemnation” for us. As Christians, we are assured our resurrection from the dead and eternal life. In particular, one can see five assurances given to Christians in this chapter:
1. You can be certain that you are truly forgiven by God. Vs. 1-4 
2. You can be certain that you are pleasing to God. Vs. 5-9 
3. You can be certain that you will live eternally with God. Vs. 10-11
4. You can be certain that you are a child of God. Vs. 12-16
5. You can be certain that you will receive an eternal inheritance from God. Vs. 18-25
How can we be so sure of all these things? Because the Spirit of God is working in us (Verses 26-27), because it is God’s predetermined will and purpose for us (Verses 27-30), because God is for us and not against us (Verses 31-34), and because nothing can separate us from God’s love. (Verses 35-39) 
The Power of the Law: - The law was never designed to be a means of salvation. The law tells us what we should be doing. When we do wrong, it acts like a mirror, showing us the sinfulness of our ways. But, the mirror can never clean our faces. Through the working of the Holy Spirit, the law creates in the sinner a need for the grace (gospel) of Christ (Romans 7:7).  By pointing out what is right, what is good, what is true, those who fall short of that standard (which is all of us) realize our need of salvation. In this sense the law points us to the need for the gospel, the need of grace. This grace comes to us through Jesus. The function of the law, even in the Old Testament, was to show us our need of salvation; it was never a means of providing that salvation.
Walter C. Kaiser puts it beautifully saying, “To ask whether the law can bring salvation is to ask the wrong question as far as Scripture is concerned - in both the Old and New Testaments! Never does either Testament affirm, imply, or even hint that this might ever have been the case... 
“It is a further error to argue that the writer of Hebrews (10:1-4) corrected the law, as if it had taught that ‘the blood of bulls and goats [could] take away sins.’... The sacrifices were pictures, types, and models of the one perfect sacrifice that was to come.” - Walter C. Kaiser, Five Views on Law and Gospel (Mich.: Zondervan, 1993), pp. 394, 395.
The Impotent Law: - The Law is powerful in a way that it forces a sinner to acknowledge that he is going against God's will and as a result is on a path to death. But it cannot grant salvation. It can only define sin (Romans 7:7), but does not forgive sin (Galatians 2:21). Hence, Paul remarks that the same law that empowers sin is also weak (Rom. 8:3). It only acts as a mirror that shows us our faults but cannot fix it. It only takes us further away from God. So, to move closer to God, we must develop faith relationship with God. That is why Paul said in Rom 14:23, “Anything that is not based on faith is sin.” (GNB) Faith and sin are opposites.
Commenting on this, Ellen G. White wrote: The law cannot save those whom it condemns; it cannot rescue the perishing.-The Signs of the Times, November 10, 1890. 
The Curse of the Law (Galatians 3:10-14): - Rule-keeping does not evolve into living by faith, but only perpetuates itself in more and more rule-keeping, a fact observed in Scripture: "The one who does these things (rule-keeping) continues to live by them." (Gal. 3:12) 
The Judaizers were teaching that a blessing comes from the law, but Paul was teaching the opposite. When we attempt to be justified by the works of the law, we are under a curse. To be under law is to be out of the blessing of God, to be separated from the blessing of God. Those who are trying to make themselves right with God by obedience to the law are under a curse, not a blessing.
Romans 3:23 says, “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”. Further Paul declares, “For all who rely on the works of the law are under a curse, as it is written: “Cursed is everyone who does not continue to do everything written in the Book of the Law.” (Gal. 3:10, NIV) 

The helpless condition under the curse of the law recognizes the need of a Savior. It appreciates the extent of God’s love that He sent Jesus to die for us. God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us (Rom. 5:8, NKJV). Through His death, Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us (Gal. 3:13, NIV). This was because the law could not save us! 

Ellen G. White portrays this beautifully saying, “The law requires righteousness,-a righteous life, a perfect character; and this man has not to give. He cannot meet the claims of God's holy law. But Christ, coming to the earth as man, lived a holy life, and developed a perfect character. These He offers as a free gift to all who will receive them. His life stands for the life of men. Thus they have remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God. More than this, Christ imbues men with the attributes of God. He builds up the human character after the similitude of the divine character, a goodly fabric of spiritual strength and beauty. Thus the very righteousness of the law is fulfilled in the believer in Christ. God can be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.  Rom. 3:26.-Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages, p. 762.

In summary, the death of Jesus powerfully demonstrated the permanence of God's law. When our first parents sinned, God could have abolished His laws and taken away the penalties for violation. However, this would have meant a miserable existence in a lawless society for the earth's inhabitants. Instead, God chose to send His Son as a Substitute for us, in that He received the just penalty for sin as required by the law on behalf of all people. Through Jesus' death, the entire race stands in a new relationship to God. This means that any one of us, through faith in Jesus, can have our sins forgiven and stand perfect in God's sight.
In the light of Romans 14:23, is it hard to understand the relation between ‘faith’ and ‘sin’? What does Christ’s atoning sacrifice on the Cross mean to you?  
God Bless You!!!
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