Lesson – 6                                           February 9, 2013                           Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 6 Creation and the Fall 
Read for your Study: Gen. 3:1-15; Matt. 4:3-10; Col. 2:20-23; John 3:17; Rev. 14:6-7.
Memory Text: “And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel” (Genesis 3:15, NIV).

Introduction: In our study from the previous lessons we have been dealing with our origins with questions such as ‘Who we are and where did we come from? Were we created or did we evolve from something?  Why are we here on this earth and where are we going? These are the very questions that have challenged the minds of philosophers and theologians for thousands of years. However, our origin, our destiny and our purpose for living are very important to us and to everyone else. Did we just evolve from matter that sprang into existence all by itself, or were we created by a living, powerful God? Does it make a difference? Yes, it makes a great deal of difference. 

Charles Ryrie said, “If man is the product of evolution, then the extent of the effects of sin and the need of a Saviour are played down, if not eliminated. If, on the other hand, man was created by God, then this concept carries with it the companion idea of the responsibility of man. If God created man, then there is ‘Someone’ outside of man to whom he becomes responsible.... A doctrine of creation implies creatures who are responsible to that Creator. The evolutionary origin of man relieves man of responsibility to a personal Creator outside of himself.”

That is why it’s essential to learn what God’s revelation in the Scriptures tells us about the origin of the universe and of the human race; from creation to the fall and what follows later! If everything had continued as God planned, we would all still be living in the Garden of Eden. But, of course, we know that is not what happened. Let us dive into our study and learn the early history of sin and its effects throughout the universe–especially here on this earth!
The Serpent was more Cunning:  In Genesis 3:1 we read, “Now the serpent was more subtle than any beast of the field which the Lord God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?” In the NIV the word ‘subtle’ is ‘crafty’.  
The marginal reference for subtle is "cunning." "Cunning" is almost always used in a negative sense. Someone who is cunning is skilled in ingenuity or deceit, selfishly clever, crafty. "Cunning" describes those who use their smarts, intelligence, and wits to get the best of the other fellow by using whatever deceitful, underhanded means available so they can "win." The cunning of the serpent is seen in the way he introduces his temptation. 
In the Bible, serpents are depicted as a paradoxical combination of wisdom and evil—beautiful yet repulsive. They have a fluid grace if viewed from a safe distance, but they are to be feared because they strike from hiding places and strike without warning. A serpent symbolizes craftiness that mesmerizes its victims. The contrast with a lamb, a symbol of Jesus Christ, is stunning. 
Question: Whom does serpent represent? In Revelation 12:3-4 we are told of a red dragon that was cast down to the earth. In verse 9 we read, “And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the devil, and Satan, which deceived the whole world…” 
Question: What is the implication here? In this first message to mankind, Satan sows seeds of doubt as to whether God can be trusted. His (Satan’s) very first words were, "Has God indeed said . . . ?" Spoken or not, this sentiment that God is untrustworthy, and that His Word is suspect, has been a regular feature in mankind's relationship with God ever since. The serpent’s strategy is certainly “cunning.”  
The Woman and the Serpent:  Another word more closely capturing Satan’s character is ‘shrewd’ than “cunning”. Shrewd means “sharp and clever in a selfish way.” Though “cunning” is not incorrect, “shrewd” has clearer connotation. 
To be cunning and shrewd like Satan, indicates malevolent brilliance with the emphasis on malevolent. He is seeking to kill. His cunning is like that of a tiger, silently padding through the jungle with eyes malevolently seeking something to kill and eat.
Consider how clever his tactic was. He subtly made a suggestion rather than an argument to discredit God's authority, casting doubt about God's credibility. Satan asked, "Has God indeed said, 'You shall not eat of every tree of the garden?”

Question: Why did Satan approach the woman with his temptation? I don’t think it was because she was morally weaker or more prone to sin. Adam was the one who had received from the mouth of God the command forbidding him to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil (Gen.2:17).  Eve had it secondhand from Adam. Satan knew how influential she was and how much Adam needed her, so Satan spoke to her through the mouth of the serpent. He used a strategy he still uses today and he gets us to fall for it just as he did the woman. 
Satan’s strategy was: 

· God is not good, because He is not letting you have something you need. If God were good he would not withhold anything from you. 
· God’s word will not come true. God is a liar. You won’t surely die. Don’t believe it. God doesn’t want you to be like Him. He’s keeping you from reaching your potential. 
Question: Don’t you find that most of the spiritual problems we have today are caused by these two lies about God? Through the tone ‘with soft and pleasant words, and with musical voice,’ Satan implied that there was doubt that God told them the truth. 

Like a good salesman, the serpent got his victim to agree with him, getting the victim to say “Yes,” and then, "I'll buy it!" Eve was already influenced when she gave her reply because she over-corrected. Satan successfully magnified God's strictness in her mind and immediately minimized the penalty, saying an outright lie, "You shall not die" (3:4). Then to clinch the sale and close the deal, he offers her a reward: "You shall be like gods, knowing good and evil.” (3:5; 1 Spirit of Prophecy, p. 36).
Question: Should this strategy of Satan surprise us?  Of course not! In John 8:44 we read that Jesus called the devil a liar and the father of lies. Revelation 12:9 tells us that the devil deceives the whole world, which means none of us as Christians are safe. He still uses the strategy that was successful with Eve in the Garden of Eden. But Peter warns us through God’s word in 1 Peter 5:8 that we must be vigilant and guard ourselves against this kind of strategy.  
Deceived by the Evidence: It is a mystery beyond our comprehension that sin began in the mind of Lucifer, the covering cherub in the most holy place in heaven next to God’s throne (Letter 114, 1903; 7BC 973.3-5). From the pages of inspiration we learn that Lucifer desired a position and authority equal to Christ who stood, figuratively speaking, on the other side of God’s throne. (Isaiah 14:12-15; Ezekiel 28:12-15; 4SP 17-24; Patriarchs and Prophets 35-43) 
Then, there was war in heaven. (Revelation 12:7-9) Satan and his angels were defeated and thrown down to this earth. (Revelation 12:10-12) Contemplating on what happened to him, Satan was very distressed. He called a passing angel and asked to be granted an interview with Christ. He claimed to be repentant and asked to be reinstated in heaven. Christ wept at Satan’s request but said that was impossible because rebellion was still within him. (1Spirit of Prophecy 29.2) 
Soon thereafter, God decides to implement His plans to create this world. Of course, Satan had already expressed his desire to be a part of the creation committee. (1SP 17.2-18.1) Thus it was that God prepared a world specifically designed to help answer Satan’s accusations in the great controversy. Human beings were a new and distinct order of beings. (1BC 1081.3) For the first time, God made creatures with the ability to procreate. They would thus be responsible for the little creatures they had produced and be better able to understand God’s challenges in dealing with His children. Furthermore, in their joint responsibilities, they would need to learn to understand each other and work together as equals. It is God’s plan that we learn to work together and get along with other people who may not think exactly the same way we do. 
When the earth was ready, Satan demanded to have access to the new creatures. Thus, God placed a tree of knowledge of both good and evil in the Garden of Eden. 
Question: Why did God place a tree of both knowledge of good and evil in the garden? This was not primarily for the purpose of tempting Adam and Eve or even to test them–although those things are true. It was primarily to provide protection for Adam and Eve. Satan was not allowed to pursue them wherever they went in the garden. (1SP 34.2) ‘He could have access to them only at the tree of knowledge of good and evil.’ Satan was confined to that one tree.  

Question: Why was Satan much interested in tempting Adam and Eve? Satan told his followers (the fallen angels) that he would convince Adam and Eve to follow them in rebellion. He believed that God would provide a plan for Adam and Eve to return to favor with God; and then, he hoped that plan might include Satan and his followers as well. (1SP 30.4)
God knew about the evil plans of Satan and called for an assembly of the entire angelic host. Two angels were sent to Adam and Eve to explain everything to them. Adam and Eve had many questions, and those were discussed in detail. The angels sadly reported to them the history of Satan and his rebellion and fall. They warned the pair not to disobey God and, thus, plunge themselves into hopeless despair. (1SP 32.3-33.1) 

Question: Did God and those angels give our first parents sufficient warning? Did Adam and Eve really understand what would happen to them if they sinned? Had anyone or any creature died up to that point? 
The angels warned Adam and Eve that Satan was determined to get them. They specifically warned Eve not to separate from her husband as she went about her daily activities. If separated from each other, they would be in greater danger ‘God would not permit Satan to follow the holy pair with continual temptations. He could have access to them only at the tree of knowledge of good and evil.’ (1SP 34.2) 

Satan knew that he was limited to just that one tree in the garden. He knew that if he appeared as a commanding soldier or even as an angel, they would be wary. So, he assumed the form of a serpent. In those days, serpents had wings and could fly. (1SP 35.1) 
Question: In His foreknowledge, God knew exactly what Satan was going to do. Shouldn’t He have warned Eve about the snake? 
It was never God’s plan that any human being should have any knowledge of evil. Satan insinuated that God had lied to them and was trying to keep them subordinate. (1SP 37.1) In support of his claims, the serpent told Eve that because of eating the fruit, he himself had learned how to talk. He had eaten of the fruit and found it not only harmless but delicious and exhilarating. (1SP 37.2) 
Satan handed her some of the fruit, and she took it. He reminded her that she had been told by God not to even touch it lest she die. And since she did not feel any harm from touching it, she proceeded to eat the fruit. (1SP 37.2) Then, she picked more of the fruit for herself and ate it. She imagined herself entering a higher level of existence. She quickly took some more fruit and sought out her husband. (1SP 38.1) 
Notice how the woman rationalized. It is good for food. It is beautiful to look at. And it will make us wise. What could be the harm in it? 
Question: Why did Adam eat the fruit? Something happened immediately. Sadness came over the face of Adam. He was afraid and astonished. He knew that Eve had sinned and specifically broken God’s command. Now, he was faced with a terrible dilemma. Eve was a part of him. He did not want to lose her. He decided to eat the fruit so that if Eve died, he would die with her. He could not perceive in her any signs of death. (1SP 39.2) 
Then, Adam and Eve realized that the clothing of light that they had previously had was gone. Guilt and shame came over them. They felt they were naked and tried to make coverings for themselves. They hid from God. 

Grace and Judgement in Eden: Spiritual death, separation from God, happened immediately after sin. But notice that God came looking for them? He initiated the search. When he questioned them, Adam blamed Eve and God. Eve said the serpent deceived her and she was right. 1 Timothy 2:14 says that she was thoroughly deceived. By obeying Satan, the first parents had placed themselves under his dominion. 
Then God pronounced the judgement. The serpent was cursed and by implication Satan, who used his body, was cursed. The serpent would now crawl on his belly. Genesis 3:15 says, “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head and you will strike his heel.”  
It’s significant that it was to Satan that God gave the first promise of a Redeemer, one who would defeat Satan. The good news came before the bad news. This Savior would be the offspring of the woman, predicting the virgin birth of Christ. Satan used the woman to introduce sin into the race. God would use the woman to bring salvation. There would be hostility between Satan and the woman which would culminate in Satan striking her offspring’s heel. That was Christ’s death on the cross, but His resurrection conquered death. And by His death and resurrection Christ crushed the serpent’s head. This predicted the final victory over Satan which we read about in Revelation. 
The fig leaves were not adequate. God made them clothes of skins. How did He get them? God killed animals to clothe his fallen children. He taught them how awful sin was in the sight of God. Without the shedding of blood there was no forgiveness. He demonstrated that a substitute could die in their place. That’s what Jesus did on the cross for Adam and Eve and all the generations born after them. Thus, God did show both grace and judgement in Eden! 
Thought Questions: How often are we deceived by our senses? How do we protect ourselves against the deception of the senses?  “None but those who have fortified the mind with the truths of the Bible will stand through the last great [594] conflict.” (GC 593.2)  God Bless You!!!
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