Lesson – 6                                            February 8, 2014                                Gladwin Mathews 


Lesson – 6 Discipling the “Ordinary”
Read for your study: - Luke 2:21-28; Matt. 15:32-39; Matt. 16:13-17; Luke 12:6-7; 13:1-5;  James 2:1-9.
Memory Text: - Now as he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew his brother casting a net into the sea: for they were fishers. And Jesus said unto them, “Come ye after me, and I will make you to become fishers of men.” And straightway they forsook their nets, and followed him (Mark 1:16-18). 
Introduction: - The Gospels has many stories about Jesus’ ministry to fishermen, farmers, housewives, shepherds, soldiers, and even servants, all who were simple and ordinary people. Why do you think Jesus seemed to focus on those people instead of the learned Jewish leaders? Wouldn’t it have been better if He had converted the learned, the royal or the Jewish leaders so that many people would follow those leaders and then become His followers? 
In this lesson we will learn the ministry of Jesus in discipling the “ordinary” people. Let us dive into our study and learn!
Humble Beginning: - Jesus had a very humble beginning. The passages in Luke 2:21-28; Matthew 13:53-58; Mark 6:2-4; and Leviticus 12:8 teach us that Jesus was born into the family of a poor and “ordinary” carpenter. They could not even afford a lamb to offer as a sacrifice to celebrate the birth of the King of the Universe! They could only afford to offer turtle doves as offering. 

Ellen G. white says, “The parents of Jesus were poor, and dependent upon their daily toil. He was familiar with poverty, self-denial, and privation. This experience was a safeguard to Him. In His industrious life there were no idle moments to invite temptation. No aimless hours opened the way for corrupting associations. So far as possible, He closed the door to the tempter. Neither gain nor pleasure, applause nor censure, could induce Him to consent to a wrong act. He was wise to discern evil, and strong to resist it. —Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages, p. 72.
It is beyond our understanding and imagination to think that the Creator of the Universe chose to become a human being and to be born as a baby in a manger – a feeding place for Cows and donkeys. How does that impact us?

Transforming the “Common”: - The environment in which you grow is an important aspect of how you progress. The way a child is treated and nurtured by parents has an impact on how he grows and develops. A loving and supportive environment helps children focus on learning and growing instead of having to worry about gaining acceptance and praise. 
Jesus grew up in such an environment with loving, supportive and godly parents. His mother taught Him the spiritual lessons that He needed to learn. All His natural physical, emotional, and social desires were met in the environment of her home and family. And He understood these characteristics, placing Himself in social situations that provided opportunities to reach people around Him. He loved and enjoyed being in the company of ordinary people. 
John 2:1-11 and Matthew 15:32-39 narrates two of His miracles; one at the wedding feast at Cana and the other of feeding the 4000 men besides women and children. At Cana, Jesus was at the home of a relative who was getting married. Joseph had died by now, so Mary naturally turned to Jesus whenever there was a problem. Jesus did not make a big show of what He was going to do, but He simply told the attendants to fill the six large jars with water (about 100 quarts or liters each, the six totaling about 600 quarts) storage containers used for the cleansing ceremonies. Then, they drew the water out and took it to the head of the feast. It is important to notice that in both of these miracles, Jesus fed the people the ordinary food or drink to which they were accustomed. But, He provided the best of all! He specialized in transforming the ordinary into extraordinary. 
Commenting on the simple life of Jesus, Ellen G. White writes, “He sought neither gain nor honor. His wonderful acts of healing were performed in as quiet a manner as possible, although He could not restrain the enthusiasm of those who were the recipients of His great blessings. Humility and meekness characterized His life. And it was because of His lowly walk and unassuming manners, which were in such marked contrast to their own, that the Pharisees would not accept Him.” – The Sanctified Life, P.14. 

How is our attitude when we want to do something for the people, regardless of their status, fame, or wealth? Do we make a show of it or just do it to help them? 

A Flawed Fisherman’s Calling: - When we talk about changing the “ordinary” into the extraordinary, Peter stands out as one of the most influential of all the disciples. Peter, James, John and Andrew had known Jesus for some time now. James and John were actually related to Him and had known His works of teaching and preaching! But till now had never been serious in His works. 

One day Jesus comes along the shore of the Lake and finds the four of them cleaning their nets after their unsuccessful attempt fishing the whole night. Ellen White (DA 246.5-249.1) tells us that they talked that night about their prospects if they should join themselves to the ministry of Jesus. John the Baptist had recently been arrested and imprisoned. At that point, Jesus had left His ministry in Judea. The possibility that Jesus could be the Messiah they were looking for seemed far away. They had just considered that they needed to go back to their old profession. That is why they had been fishing that night. While Jesus was preaching, they were cleaning their nets!

Probably Jesus read their thoughts. After the preaching, while sitting in Peter’s boat a few feet out into the water, Jesus, the Carpenter turned to Peter, the fisherman and said, “Push out into the water, and let down your nets to catch some fish.” Peter must have thought Jesus was crazy. Trying to fish with their big, bulky nets in the clear waters of the Sea of Galilee in the daytime seemed foolish to a fisherman! But, because of his respect for Jesus, he did what Jesus asked. The catch was unbelievable! Jesus could tell fish where to swim! 

Peter immediately was down on his hands and knees before Jesus, holding onto Jesus’ feet and saying, “Go away from me, Lord! I am a sinful man!” (Luke 5:8)  Peter, along with the others, realized how foolish they had been in questioning Jesus’ abilities. “He felt ashamed of his sinful unbelief.”  This miracle proved to them more than almost any other could that Jesus could not only control the forces of nature but also could easily take care of them and their families for the rest of their lives. 
The moment he first caught a glimpse of who Jesus was, he was aware of his own faults and admitted them. Hence, through patience and forbearance, Jesus was able to turn Peter’s flawed character into someone who helped to change history. Is it the same lesson for us to learn from that story? Have we caught a glimpse of Jesus to admit our faults? 
When Jesus returned to his hometown Nazareth, people were amazed at His preaching. They looked forward to see Him perform some miracles just as they had heard that He had done. But, then they remembered the ‘Boy’ who had grown up in their town, and they rejected Him. 

Are we amazed at what Jesus did while on this earth? Or are we looking forward to see Jesus perform some miracles just as we have heard and read from the Scriptures? Or are we seeing Him as a little carpenter boy and rejecting Him? 
Question: - Why did Jesus choose “ordinary” men as disciples? 
Jesus chose unlearned fishermen because they had not been schooled in the traditions and erroneous customs of their time. They were men of native ability, and they were humble and teachable,–men whom He could educate for His work. In the common walks of life there is many a man patiently treading the round of daily toil, unconscious that he possesses powers which, if called into action, would raise him to equality with the world’s most honored men. The touch of a skillful hand is needed to arouse those dormant faculties. It was such men that Jesus called to be His colaborers; and He gave them the advantage of association with Himself. Never had the world’s great men such a teacher. When the disciples came forth from the Saviour’s training, they were no longer ignorant and uncultured. They had become like Him in mind and character, and men took knowledge of them that they had been with Jesus. [Acts 4:8-13] (The Desire of Ages 250.1) [Bold and content in brackets is supplied.]
Question: -Does God still need “ordinary” men to do extraordinary task for Him today? 

“In this closing work of the gospel there is a vast field to be occupied; and, more than ever before, the work is to enlist helpers from the common people. Both the youth and those older in years will be called from the field, from the vineyard, and from the workshop, and sent forth by the Master to give His message. Many of these have had little opportunity for education; but Christ sees in them qualifications that will enable them to fulfill His purpose. If they put their hearts into the work, and continue to be learners, He will fit them to labor for Him.”-Ellen G. White, Education, pp. 269, 270.
We should be thankful to God today that we are not yet before the judgement seat of God. Jesus died for us and we are of infinite value of Him. He has called us “ordinary” and given us opportunity to do something extraordinary for Him. Let us accept His calling! 

God Bless You!!!
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