Lesson – 6                                       August 8, 2015                                   Gladwin Mathews 


Lesson – 6 Esther and Mordecai 
Read for your study: - Esther 1-10; 1 Cor. 9:19-23; John 4:1-26; Acts 17:26; Matt. 22:21; Rom. 1:18-20.
Memory Text: - For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, but you and your father’s family will perish. And who knows but that you have come to your royal position for such a time as this” Esther 4:14 NIV. 
Introduction: - Everyone knows of the daring exploits of young Hebrew men who were captives: Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah (also known by their Babylonian names: Belteshazzar, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, respectively) and Joseph. Their dreams and their faith in God, even in the face of death whether in the lion's den, in the dungeon of Egypt, or  and the others' courage and faith in the blazing furnace have become legendary. We look on them as towers of faith, strengthened by the great God to do whatever needed to be done and not afraid to follow through on it.

Their faith and courage are truly remarkable and to be imitated by us all, but we need to look at few other among the children of Judah who worked in the king's palace to serve just as Daniel and his friends did. Their names probably is not as readily recognized as these others', but their whole life's work may have factored more in preserving the nation of Judah than any other of God's servants during their captivity. They are Esther and Mordecai. Their story could be a ‘missionary story’ that presents some interesting principles for us to understand what it means to witness in various and difficult circumstances. Let us dive into our study and learn! 

Esther in Persia: - This is the story of how godly Queen Esther came to the throne in Persia and preserved her people from extinction through her wise trust in God. Without taking away from her courage, wisdom and devotion to God, the real hero of the story is a mid-level government official, Mordecai who introduces Esther.  
Esther begins with the king of Persia, Ahasuerus
, demanding that his queen, Vashti, present herself before him at a banquet so he could show her off. Records exist of ancient kings bragging about having entertained thousands of guests on special occasions, says the author. Excessive drinking in such circumstances certainly clouded the king’s judgment to the point that he ordered his wife Vashti to provide entertainment for the king’s drunken, all-male gathering. This was far beneath her dignity as a married woman and as a member of the royal family. She refuses and faced the dilemma of losing her status. Whether she was justified in her refusal or not, as the commentators debate, she is nevertheless dethroned. 
Esther in the King’s Court: - Ahasuerus sends out an edict for beautiful, young virgins to be presented to him so he could choose a new queen. This is where we first meet Mordecai, trained like Daniel and the others to work in the empire's bureaucracy. The Bible simply says that he, probably one of thousands of government servants in the capital city of Shushan, "sat within the king's gate" (Esther 2:19). 
Fulfilling the role of a diligent father of his young cousin, Esther, who had lost both her parents (verse 7), we see that Mordecai had instilled great wisdom, tact, humility and grace in her character. He commands respect and obedience from her (verse 20)—even after she becomes queen! 

When Esther leaves for the palace to be prepared and presented as a candidate to be Ahasuerus' queen, Mordecai warns her to use wisdom and charged her twice not to reveal her nationality and family background that she was a Jew.

Why did Mordecai do that? We don’t know and the Bible does not give us the reason; however, as we can see with the example of Jesus, one does not have to reveal everything at once in every circumstance. Prudence is a virtue. 
Why did Jesus speak so openly to the woman at the well and not to His own people?

“Christ was far more reserved when He spoke to them. That which had been withheld from the Jews, and which the disciples were afterward enjoined to keep secret, was revealed to her. Jesus saw that she would make use of her knowledge in bringing others to share His grace.—Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages, p. 190.
“For Such a Time as This”: - During the course of his duties, Mordecai uncovers an assassination plot against the king and alerts Queen Esther to it. She, in turn, tells the king of the plot and the name of the man who uncovered it, but Mordecai is not rewarded for his diligence and loyalty (verses 21-23). 
Five years pass, and not only has Mordecai not been rewarded for virtually saving the kingdom, but an archenemy, Haman, an Amalekite, has become the king's favorite and been elevated to prime minister. Haman has the king decree that all must bow to him, but Mordecai refuses because his loyalty is to God first. He will not bow before someone God had said He would war against from generation to generation (Exodus 17:13-16). 

Haman sought his way for vengeance and convinces the king that the Jews, who have amassed considerable wealth within the empire, refuse to obey the king's commands and follow only their own laws and traditions. Ahasuerus issues a decree calling for the Jews' total extermination and the confiscation of all their wealth! 

What was Mordecai’s reaction to this plot? Mordecai expressed his grief visibly, using one of the Jewish religious rituals mentioned in the book of Esther: He tore his clothes, put on sackcloth and ashes, . . . wailing loudly and bitterly (Esther 4:1 NIV). 
When Esther finds out about Mordecai's mourning, she sends emissaries to him to learn why he grieves. He tells her that now is the time to go before the king and plead for her people, but she fears being put to death. Persian law forbids anyone to approach the king without first being called (verse 11).
Mordecai's response to her is the key to his whole philosophy of life and not growing weary in well doing. He says: 

“Do not think in your heart that you will escape in the king's palace any more than all the other Jews. For if you remain completely silent at this time, relief and deliverance will arise for the Jews from another place, but you and your father's house will perish. Yet who knows whether you have come to the kingdom for such a time as this? (Esther 4:14). 
Esther prepared to go before the king taking the lead in the drama faced by the Jewish exiles in whole of Persia. By doing so, she showed self-denial and heroism (Esther 4:16), tact (Esther 5:8), and courage (Esther 7:6). And the Lord was with her.
What is the lesson for us and every woman of faith to learn? Commenting on this saga, Ellen G. White writes, “Through Esther the queen the Lord accomplished a mighty deliverance for His people. At a time when it seemed that no power could save them, Esther and the women associated with her, by fasting and prayer and prompt action, met the issue, and brought salvation to their people. 
A study of women’s work in connection with the cause of God in Old Testament times will teach us lessons that will enable us to meet emergencies in the work today. We may not be brought into such a critical and prominent place as were the people of God in the time of Esther; but often converted women can act an important part in more humble positions.—Ellen G. White Comments, in The SDA Bible Commentary, vol. 3, p. 1140. 

Mordecai and Haman: - Mordecai lived a quiet and simple life but despite his quiet life of service, he let his faith be known to the people and to the king. He witnessed his faith to others. The story of Esther, Mordecai, and Haman shows the difference between true honour and self-honour. It also shows the punishment of the wicked villain. 
What does this tell us about Mordecai? What lessons could we draw about how God’s people can function, even witness, in foreign lands? 
Esther and Mordecai used their positions, their knowledge of the culture in which they lived, and their faith in God’s covenant promises to His people to bring about their deliverance. 

Mordecai was a human being just like us. He had someone entrusted to his care just as our children are given to us. He had a normal job that he apparently held diligently. When a critical situation arose, he took action, doing more than he had to. He never complained about not being immediately compensated. Even after doing everything to the best of his ability and trusting God, he sustained tremendous persecution, but his mind and heart never wavered. He patiently waited on God and his purpose.
Conclusion: - The book of Esther ends with these two verses: Now all the acts of [Ahasuerus'] power and his might, and the account of the greatness of Mordecai, to which the king advanced him, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Media and Persia? For Mordecai the Jew was second to King Ahasuerus, and was great among the Jews and well received by the multitude of his brethren, seeking the good of his people and speaking peace to all his kindred. (Esther 10:2-3)

Halley's Bible Handbook says in its overview of the book of Esther: It is impossible to guess what might have happened to the Hebrew nation had there been no Esther. Except for her, Jerusalem might never have been rebuilt, and there might have been a different story to tell all future ages.

. . . If the Hebrew Nation had been entirely wiped out of existence 500 years before it brought Christ into the world, that might have made some difference in the destiny of mankind; no Hebrew nation, no Messiah: no Messiah, a lost world. This beautiful Jewish girl of the long ago, though she herself may not have known it, yet played her part in paving the way for the coming of the world's Saviour.

Mordecai knew this (Esther 4:14). He was an average man who led an above-average life because God was in all his thoughts.

Because of his act of loyalty, Mordecai's name was written in the book of records of the chronicles of the king (Esther 6:1-2), and his faithfulness to King Ahasuerus did not go unrewarded. Just like Mordecai, we have been promised great reward if our name is found written in God's book of remembrance:

So a book of remembrance was written before Him for those who fear the Lord and who meditate on His name. "They shall be mine," says the Lord of hosts, "on the day that I make them My jewels. And I will spare them, as a man spares his own son who serves him." Then you shall again discern between the righteous and the wicked, between one who serves God and one who does not serve Him. (Malachi 3:16-18). 

Our names will be written there if we follow Mordecai's example of faithful and patient endurance in living God's way! 

God Bless You!!!
� Ahasuerus (Heb. "venerable one") is used as a title for Persian kings. This particular Ahasuerus was probably Xerxes, a powerful emperor who maintained an empire from India to Ethiopia. The feast of Esther 1 corresponds to a six-month feast mentioned by the Greek historian Herodotus, where Xerxes and his nobles finalized three years of planning for war. They had been preparing an army of 2.6 million men and a navy that allowed him to cross the Hellespont by a bridge of boats a mile in length. 
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