Lesson – 6                                         November 8, 2014                               Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 6 Faith That Works
Read for your study: - James 2:14-26; Rom. 3:27-28; Titus 2:14; 2 Cor. 4:2; Rom. 4:1-5; Josh. 2:1-21.

Memory Text: - “As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead.” (James 2:26). 

Introduction: - Biblical truths demand demonstration in daily life. Real faith, dynamic faith, results in a changed life. The works James requires are not done apart from faith but done in faith, not done instead of faith but done because of faith. Faith is the underlying stance of Christian life; deeds are the way of life; becoming mature and complete is the goal of Christian life. James is insisting on the theological unity of the two. The two rhetorical questions that arise about faith without deeds are, "What good is it?"  None, and “Can it save?"  No. This lesson is about the relationship between faith and works/deeds/actions. Let us dive into our study and learn more! 
Dead Faith: - If one was to paraphrase James’ thought, it would be: "Faith by itself is dead. In fact, someone could even say, you have faith, and I have deeds. Show me your faith apart from deeds, and I will show you my faith by deeds.” In James 2:18 he challenges anyone to be able to claim genuine faith without the authenticating works, and he declares the only way to have genuine faith is to carry it out with deeds. He affirms the necessity of both faith and actions and says he will show the former by the latter. 
Do we really believe that faith works? Does true faith always lead to actions? (James 2:15-16). If we drive past someone in trouble or even someone begging for money, are we saying: “Go in peace, God will provide”? Of course, we all recognize that none of us could begin to meet all the world’s needs. So, where do we draw the line? How do we relate to a believer or a brother or sister in the church who is in need, who may need our help? 
Saving Faith: - Real faith involves the whole man, and it must include the will. The mind understands the truth, the heart loves the truth, and the will must act on the truth for it to truly be faith. True faith leads to action. Living faith is not just based on intellectual agreement or emotional outburst; it is also obedience by the will. And this obedience is not an isolated or once in a while event; it continues throughout life and brings about good works. Where there is real faith, saving faith, there will always be good works. 
Apostle Paul has a lot to say about works or our actions of faith. He tells the Ephesians that we are God’s workmanship, “created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” Ephesians 2:10. 
In 1 Thessalonians 1:3 he called ‘works of faith, and labor of love’ in our Lord Jesus Christ! Writing to Timothy in (1 Timothy 5:25) he tells him that ‘the good works of some are clearly evident’ because of faith. Is it true that when we do something out of love and faith, it makes that love and faith grow stronger? Does that mean that when we ignore an opportunity to do some good for a fellow human, our faith becomes weak and do we lose salvation? In that case then James says, that kind of faith is dead. 
Ellen White writes “If man cannot, by any of his good works, merit salvation, then it must be wholly of grace, received by man as a sinner because he receives and believes in Jesus. It is wholly a free gift. Justification by faith is placed beyond controversy. And all this controversy is ended, as soon as the matter is settled that the merits of fallen man in his good works can never procure eternal life for him.-Ellen G. White, Faith and Works, p. 20.
Demonic Faith: - Faith must be manifested in our lives or else it is not saving faith; it is, instead, the faith of demons, and such a faith won't save us any more than it will save them says the author. God wants each of us to seek truth and to learn and to come to understand the truth. Don’t we believe that “to know God is to love Him”? Isn’t that at least a major step in the direction of faith? But James warns us in James 2:19 because even the demons believe that and they tremble. Satan once knew God very well; but, that did not save him from rebellion. So, what is the relationship between getting to know God, true faith, and actions? 
Both James and Paul consistently speak about of deeds as actions that are taken because of one’s faith. But they do discuss in relation to different times in the Christian life (as Barclay presents it, 1976:74); they are addressing different issues at any stage in a Christian's life. Paul uses the term to refer to works of the law (not only rituals but any act of obedience to God's commands, as Moo rightly comments, 1985:101-2) intended as a basis for standing as righteous before God. In that context, such works are a false alternative to faith in which one would rely on one's own works instead of relying (by faith) on God's redemptive works. James is referring to moral actions flowing naturally from genuine faith, so that the faith and deeds are not a dichotomy but a unity. Paul agrees in Ephesians 2:9-10 ‘we are not saved "by works" (ex ergon), but we are saved "for works" (epi ergois).
Faith of Abraham and Rahab: - James illustrates genuine faith through the lives of two well-known Bible Characters: Abraham and Rahab. You could not find two more different persons! Abraham was a Jew; Rahab was a Gentile. Abraham was a godly man, but Rahab was a sinful woman, a harlot. Abraham was the friend of God, while Rahab belonged to the enemies of God. 
What did they have in common? Both exercised saving faith in God. If faith that is not exercised in the real world, it is not real faith.  
The background for this illustration comes from Genesis 15 and 22. For emphasis James reverses the order of the events and places the verification deed (2:21) before faith (2:23). You must read Genesis 15 and 22 to get the background facts for the illustration. God called Abram out of Ur of the Chaldees to lead him into Canaan and to make out of him the nation of Israel. It was through Israel that God would bring the Savior into the world. Abraham’s salvation experience is recorded in Genesis 15. At night, God showed His servant the stars and gave him a promise, "So shall thy seed (descendants) be!" How did Abraham respond? "And he believed in the Lord, and He (The Lord) counted it to him for righteousness" (Gen. 15:5-6). 
The word counted is a legal or financial term that means "to put to one’s account." As a sinner, Abraham’s spiritual bankbook (life) was empty. He was bankrupt! But he trusted God, and God put righteous in Abraham’s account. Abraham did not work for this righteousness; he received it as a gift from God. He was declared righteous by faith. He was justified by faith (read Rom. 4). 
How can you tell if a person is justified by faith if this transaction takes place between the sinner and God privately?
Abraham’s example answers that important question: the justified person has a changed life and obeys God’s will. His faith is demonstrated by his works. 
James first used another event in Abraham’s life, an event that took place many years after Abraham’s conversion. This event is the offering up of Isaac on the altar (Gen. 22). Abraham was not saved by obeying God’s difficult command. His obedience proved that he already was saved because he lived by faith in God’s Word and not by sight. Abraham’s offering of Isaac was a proof of faith. It was evidence that his faith was alive. 
James is not teaching justification by works but that true faith moves the heart and regulates the life. True faith does not lie dormant and inactive but manifests itself in active obedience. True faith always results in deeds but the deeds themselves do not save us. Faith in God brings us salvation. Obedience demonstrates that our faith is genuine or living.
Verse 23 summaries Abraham’s salvation event and the Scripture was fulfilled which says, "and Abraham Believed GOD, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness," and he was called the friend of God. 
Experience of Rahab: Her story is especially powerful for she was not a heroic person like Abraham. ‘In the same way, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them out by another way?’ 
James deliberately uses the greatest contrast in persons possible. Abraham was a man of noble character had high position - one of the most distinguished men of his time. Rahab, on the other hand, was a woman, resident of Jericho, a foreigner, a prostitute. James insists, however, that her experience teaches the same lesson as that taught by the experience of Abraham. 

The story of Rahab, is found in the second chapter of Joshua. Believing that the Israelites were commissioned by God and destined to succeed in their enterprise, she received into her house the two spies sent out to view the land of Canaan. Rahab heard the Word of the Lord and knew her city was condemned. When the king of Jericho sought to apprehend them, Rahab concealed the spies and later helped them escape. In this way she demonstrated faith in God’s purpose for Israel. Though admittedly not as illustrious as the event taken from the life of Abraham, Rahab’s deed was performed at great risk to herself. If she had been detected by the authorities of her city she would have been put to death quickly. As a result or her actions she and her family were saved when the city was destroyed. 
Joshua 2:8-13 makes it clear that it was because of Rahab’s faith in Israel’s God that she protected and aided His representatives. Rahab, like Abraham, is mentioned by the writer of Hebrews 11:31 in his listing of the heroes and heroines of faith. 
Rahab exercised real faith. Her mind knew the truth, her heart was stirred by the truth and her will acted on the truth. She proved her faith real by her works. 

Verse 26 sums up the entire lesson "For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead." 
The relationship between faith and works is like that between the body and the spirit. Without the spirit the body is dead. Without works, faith is dead. Such a body or existence brings no glory to God and yields no fruit to the man who directs it. 
For James, the combination of faith plus works yields a synergism. This word is not used much in normal, daily vocabulary. If you look in a dictionary, you will find that a synergism results when two or more things combine. In a synergism, they combine so that the whole is more than the sum of its parts. 
Conclusion:- James pointed out the faith that works by his actions, and that by these actions the integrity of his faith was fully proved. Faith was expressed dramatically in good deeds. It is important that each professing Christian examine his own heart and life or deeds and make certain that he possesses true saving faith. 
How real is your faith? Is it a working faith? Just look at your deeds & you will know.
Ps. 139:23-24 says, Search me O Lord, and know my heart. Try me and know my anxious thoughts; And see if there be any hurtful way in me, And lead me in the everlasting way. 

God Bless You!!!
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