Lesson – 6                                                May 12, 2012                         Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 6 Personal Evangelism and Witnessing
Read for your study: Acts 4:13-14; John 1:37–50; Psalm 139; 1 Pet. 3:1–15; John 4:37-38.

Memory Text: ‘You are My witnesses,’ says the Lord, ‘and My servant whom I have chosen” (Isaiah 43:10, NKJV).
Introduction: Our challenge in life is not to become a tremendous reservoir of information that indeed may be true, but to rightly use what we already have heard and known while continuing to seek yet more. We acknowledge truth only when we use it in our lives. Considering the flood of information we have at our fingertips in this computer age, it is vital for us to understand that God judges us according to how well we use our influence of words, our lives and any other influential factors that we have in leading people to Christ. 

Question: What is Personal Evangelism? Personal evangelism is sharing the gospel with an individual or with small groups of people. God has called each one of us to be a witness of Him and for Him before the world. Not all of us witness in the same way or to the same degree, but we are nevertheless all witnesses of and for God. “You are my witnesses, the Lord says” in Isaiah 43:10. It is a principle of Christian living of which we must always be aware so that we can do it properly, consistently and consciously and thus glorify God in the process. 

This lesson is about how we might witness personally and how that witness might affect the church as a whole. How would you grade yourself on witnessing or your church? How does your personal witness affect the witness of your church? When was the last time you went for witnessing? Are you witnessing at all? If you really want to get to know something, you need to try teaching it! This requires a commitment. You have to really care about the cause. Let us dive into our study with this thought and learn more!
My God and Me: 

The author tells us that our personal relationship with Jesus will have a direct bearing upon our success in witnessing for Him. There are many who say that the best measure of our Christianity is the measure of how many others we have brought into the church? Is there a direct relation between our own personal relationship with Jesus Christ and our efforts and success at attracting others? What factors are most important in our efforts at witnessing? Acts 4:13-14 tells us that Peter and John had a personal relationship with Jesus and thus could accomplish their work of witnessing. Those who witnessed the miracle marveled and ‘they realized that they had been with Jesus’.
In Isaiah 43:10 God called Israel as His witnesses. He had chosen them specifically out of the world, had given them His law, and had allowed them to know Him: "You are My witnesses," says the Lord, "And My servant whom I have chosen, That you may know and believe Me." However, we know from Hebrews 3 and 4 that they never did actually have any faith. They did not believe Him, and they did not obey. They were to be His witnesses before the world, letting the whole world know that He was very God. He was the only God. He was the only Lord. He was the only Savior. He was the only One who could say something and make it come to pass just as He said it would. If He, as He says here, snatched someone up, there was no one who could deliver that person out of His hand. That is in verse 13. He says, "If I have something that I want to do, no one is going to reverse it."
This is what Israel's duty was. As mentioned before, it was their divine responsibility, being called in this manner, to do this before the world for God. They were to testify through their speech and behavior and in no way misrepresent the truth about God. That is what they were told to do, but they did not. They bound themselves to it, and that is why God had every right to do what He did to Israel.
Ellen G. White admonishes us saying, “By personal labor reach those around you. Become acquainted with them. Preaching will not do the work that needs to be done. Angels of God attend you to the dwelling of those you visit. This work cannot be done by proxy. Money lent or given will not accomplish it. Sermons will not do it. By visiting the people, talking, praying, sympathizing with them, you will win hearts.” – Christian Service, pp. 117, 118. 
Thought Question: How is your own personal relationship with the Lord? Does your presence make a difference around you? 
My Personal Mission Field: Each one of us has our personal goals in life. We have a goal, a target and we want to accomplish it and reach that target. Likewise in our commitment to ministry and personal evangelism we have a goal, a personal mission field. In Matthew 9:36 we read that “when Jesus looked at the crowds of people, He was filled with compassion” because He saw each individual in the crowds and saw their need. He knew each heart and its need. In the same way, we should be aware of each individual around us and his needs. 

Those with whom we personally interact on various levels of intimacy are, in reality, our personal mission field, says the author. We can expand this mission field from our closest family relationships to other relatives, friends, and acquaintances. 

The incident in Acts 8:26-38 is a beautiful example of personal mission field. ‘Do you understand what you are reading?’ ‘What Phillip said to the Ethiopian was an expression of interest in the man. People usually respond to the compliment of someone’s wanting to know them and what they are doing. Find out what a person’s interests are and you have hold of the protruding thread with which to unravel him or her and to know how to share Christ,’ – Ogilvie, Acts: The Communicator’s Commentary, vol. 5, p. 162. 
Think of three principles of personal evangelism this event in Acts 8 illustrates. 

My Personal Potential: Many a times we may feel that there are others more qualified than you yourself who would do a better job. Have you ever felt like that? Think about Moses, even he thought that he was not qualified to be the leader of God’s people when God called him to lead His people out of Egypt.  (Exodus 3:11; 4:10)  Didn’t God know in advance how successful Moses would be? 
However, there were a few that did it right that God chose for certain jobs throughout this time; they did witness for God; and their deeds are recorded in the Bible. There is a brief list of these in Hebrews 11, which we call the Faith Chapter. It gives multiple examples of the heroes of faith making a witness for the True God and His way.
Abel bore witness by making an acceptable sacrifice. Enoch's translation was witness that he pleased God. Noah's obedience in constructing the ark bore witness to his faith. Abraham testified of his allegiance in many ways: He left Ur of the Chaldees; he dwelt in tents in Canaan; he sacrificed Isaac on the altar. These are all way in which he witnessed of God.
Sarah testified by conceiving and bearing the promised son. The patriarchs Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph all witnessed for God in the work that He gave them to do. Moses showed his faith by refusing royal rank; he forsook Egypt; and he kept the Passover; and many other things. As a nation, as the author says in verse 30, they bore witness by marching around Jericho. Even Rehab the harlot left a testimony of God by helping the Israelite spies at Jericho.
Paul goes on to say toward the end of this passage, specifically verse 39, that all the heroes of faith obtained good testimony through their works. They all left an example to us of how we can witness, and they are called, then, in chapter 12:1, "a great cloud of witnesses." They are the ones who have left their testimony for our admonition—for our following in their footsteps. 
Acts 1:8  "You shall be witnesses of Me," makes this binding upon the apostles—and what is binding on the apostles has thus been transferred to the church of God to do. You will see in Matthew 24:14 that this continues all the way up to the end, “And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.”
Question: Are we willing to let God use us as He wishes? Are we willing to admit that God might know us better than we know ourselves? 
The Witness of a Righteous Life: How important is it that your words and your actions give the same message? You may not recognize that people are watching you. And even if at the present time they show no interest in your profession of Christianity, they will be watching to see if your actions match your profession. In Matthew 5:16 Jesus commanded, “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.” This suggests that we must use all possibilities of influencing others to Christ. It is as though He is saying, "Let your light so shine before men, and this is how it is done."
In 1 Peter 3:1-15 we read about the power of a Christian life and its potential to win unbelievers to Christ. We witness by what we do and who we are even more than by what we say or profess to believe. In the everyday course of life that we do this, we should shine brightly through good works and godly behavior, bringing glory to God and the Father. 
1 Peter 3:15, 16 tell us to “Be ready at all times to answer anyone who asks you to explain the hope you have in you, but do it with gentleness and respect.” 
Thought Questions: How difficult is it to give back blessings to those who curse us? Do we always answer even our spouses with kindness and respect? In our day, how difficult is it to always do what is right because it is right? Is your behavior matching your profession? 
My Contribution to the Whole: In a way, we can also say that personal evangelism is a personal testimony. A Personal Testimony is an account of how you yourself have experienced Christ’s power. The purpose of such an account is to create a desire in the heart of the listeners for a similar experience of their own.  
Ellen G. White writes, “Tell them how you found Jesus, and how blessed you have been since you gained an experience in His service…. Tell them of the gladness and joy that there is in the Christian life.” – Evangelism, p. 486. 
There are three essential elements of a testimony: 

· Your life before you became a Christian. This part of the testimony establishes a bond with the listener. 

· How you became a Christian. Even though you were brought up in a Christian home, there was still some point at which you gave your life to Christ. Your testimony might revolve around an answer to prayer or a particular victory in your life that made Jesus real to you. 
· What Jesus means to you now. Tell how your life has changed and the joy you experience now. 

Paul’s account of his life in Acts 22 can be divided into the above three parts of a personal testimony. Finally, “it is the testimony of personal experience that is the irrefutable argument. It is the power of a life which has been changed that no cynic or unbeliever can withstand. When the world shakes for fear of what may befall it, nothing can steady it so much as the simple, direct statement of a man or a woman who has seen the Lord and whose whole life is illuminated by the light of the vision.” The Interpreter’s Bible, vol. 9, pp. 291, 292 
“As witnesses for Christ, we are to tell what we know….” The Desire of Ages, p. 340. 
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