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Lesson – 6 (Qtr – 2, 2018) The Change of the Law

Introduction: - Prophet Daniel received some very interesting and detailed visions of the future. In addition to prophesying the progression of nations such as Babylon, Media-Persia, Greece, and Rome, he was given the following information recorded in Daniel 7:25 – “He will speak against the Most High and oppress his saints and try to change the set times and the laws. The saints will be handed over to him for a time, times and half a time.” 
· Why do Seventh-day Adventists understand this verse quite differently from most other Christians? 
· Why has the Sabbath not become a central issue for most Christians? To find the answers to these questions, let us dive into our study and look at the role of the Law in the plan of Salvation! 
A  The role of the Law in the Plan of Salvation. Romans 7.

· In Romans 7, Paul wrote about the Christian’s inner struggle with the Law. Sometimes we feel like sinning, but those clashes with our desire to keep the Law.

· The role of the Law is to point out sin, but it cannot make us free from it (v. 7, 10, 24)

· How can we be free from sin?
· Paul made it clear that if left to ourselves, we cannot serve God or keep His law. Our natural human tendencies will overwhelm us unless we have God’s help.
· Jesus is the only solution (v. 25). “There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus.” (Romans 8:1)
B  The Fourth Commandment.

· Sunday keeping.

· Christians usually gather on Sunday to celebrate the resurrection of Jesus, because there are some Sunday (first day) gatherings mentioned in the New Testament. What was the purpose of those gatherings on Sunday?

(1) John 20:19, 26. Jesus appeared a second time to strengthen Thomas’ faith.

(2) Acts 20:7. They gathered because Paul was leaving the next day.

(3) 1 Corinthians 16:2. That offerings had to be set aside at home and not a Church gathering.

· There is no explicit command in the Bible to keep the Sunday as the day of rest or as a gathering day.
· John 20:19-23. 19 It was late that Sunday evening, and the disciples were gathered together behind locked doors, because they were afraid of the Jewish authorities. Then Jesus came and stood among them.—American Bible Society. (1992). The Holy Bible: The Good News Translation*(2nd ed., John 20:19). New York: American Bible Society. 
· Why were the disciples in the upper room when Jesus came to them? They were gathered there because of fear of the Jews. And they had been there since Thursday night! This is certainly not a reason to suggest that Sunday is the new day of worship!
· Acts 20:7  - On Saturday evening we gathered together for the fellowship meal. Paul spoke to the people and kept on speaking until midnight, since he was going to leave the next day.—Good News Bible*.
· Sabbath keeping.

· Unlike the few references to Sunday gatherings; the New Testament is filled with references to the Sabbath.

(1) Mark 2:28. Jesus is the Lord of the Sabbath.

(2) Luke 4:16. Jesus’ custom was to go to the synagogue on Sabbath.

(3) Acts 13:14. Paul used to go into the synagogue on Sabbath.

(4) Acts 16:13. Paul also gathered with the Jews on Sabbath when there was no synagogue in the town.

(5) Acts 13:42-44. If the Gentiles asked Paul to join them, they also gathered on Sabbath.

· There’s no mention in the Bible of Paul or any other apostles habitually gathering on any other day of the week other than Sabbath.
C  Changing the day of rest. Daniel 7 and Revelation 13.

· The Roman emperors and the early Church authorities thought that changing the worship day would make the conversion of the Gentiles easier.

· In addition, there was increasing hatred against Jews. That paved the way for the “little horn” in Daniel 7 to change the times (worship days) and the Law (the 2nd, 4th and 10th Commandments)

· The change was gradual. Once the change of day was accepted, it was explained as a celebration of the resurrection.
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