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Introduction: - With the conversion of Saul/Paul, the Christian church was on the road to a much faster effort to spread the gospel. But before we look into the ministry of Paul and the rapid growing Christian church, we need to look into some details in the story of Peter. How did Peter, a Galilean Jew, turn into a Christian Evangelist? Let’s dive into our study and learn! 
A  The ministry of Peter.

· The ministry of healing. Acts 9:32-43.
· Peter was one of the leaders of the Christian group still at Jerusalem. We do not know exactly how the disciples who were still dwelling in or around Jerusalem managed to avoid the persecution started by the stoning of Stephen. However, Jerusalem was still considered to be the headquarters of the Christian church. God needed to take some fairly dramatic steps to get those Jewish believers to take seriously the commission to spread the gospel to the Gentiles.
· While Peter had a home at Capernaum and a wife and presumably a family living there, our story picks up with Peter traveling around Judea and spreading the gospel. 
· God used Peter to perform similar miracles to the ones Jesus did.
· The very brief account of the healing of Aeneas at Lydda caused a great rejoicing among the believers in Lydda and Sharon. Many people were added to the church. What similarities do you see between this story and the story of Christ healing the paralytic while Jesus was preaching at the home of Peter in Capernaum? Notice, for example, that Jesus told the young man in Capernaum to take up his bed and go home. Peter told Aeneas, (Get up and make your bed.( (Acts 9:34,)
(1) The healing of Aeneas (Acts 9:32-35) is similar to the healing of the paralytic in Luke 5:17-26.

(2) The resurrection of Dorcas (Acts 9:36-43) is similar to the resurrection of the daughter of Jairus (Marcos 5:35-43)

· The result was the same in both cases. The people glorified God and accepted the Gospel.

· The ministry to the Gentiles. Acts 10:1-43.
B  This incredible story which should be familiar to every believing Christian led to some major changes among the Christian believers. But, it was not easy.

· God used a special vision to tell Peter to preach to the Gentiles.

· Jesus used Peter’s example to teach that salvation is universal (Titus 2:11; Galatians 3:26-28; Ephesians 2:11-19)

· No one is excluded from God’s grace. We must preach the Good News to everyone. Clearly, it was about what kind of people we can relate to. 
· What further steps did God take to make sure there could not be any question about the fact that He wanted the gospel to be carried to Gentiles? 
· The ministry of acceptance. Acts 10:44-11:1-18.

· Peter saw Gentiles receiving the Holy Spirit “as upon us at the beginning.” Therefore, he understood that they could be baptized and become part of the Church (no circumcision was needed)

· The door was open to the Gentiles. This would bring great results soon.

C  The ministry of the Church.

· Preaching to the Gentiles. Acts 11:19-30.
· How did the gospel really start moving among Gentiles?
· God arranged everything. Saul became an apostle, Peter began to preach to the Gentiles and the Church accepted them.
· When the Church heard about the Gentiles being converted in Antioch, they sent Barnabas. Why him? Because he was “a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith,” and he knew Paul and where to find him.
· The church at Antioch became a great center for the Christian Church . 
· Suffering persecution. Acts 12.

· The enemy was angered by the growth of the Church, so he moved Herod to stop the Gospel advance.

· Herod made sure Peter could not escape, because other apostles broke out of prison very easily (Acts 5:17-20)

· The Church gathered to pray together, and God answered their prayers by sending an angel to free Peter.
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