Lesson – 6                                        November 9, 2013                             Gladwin Mathews       


Lesson – 6 The Day of Atonement 
Read for your study: - Leviticus 16, Lev. 23:27-32, Deut. 19:16-21, Matt. 18:23-35,Isa. 6:1-6.
Memory Text: - Who is a God like you, who pardons sin and forgives the transgression of the remnant of his inheritance? You do not stay angry forever but delight to show mercy. You will again have compassion on us; you will tread our sins underfoot and hurl all our iniquities into the depths of the sea. Micah 7:18-19
Introduction: - All of us want to be free, not only from external oppressions around us, but also from the internal burden of sin which has alienated us from God and from our fellow-beings. This alienation has also caused us to experience eternal death, “for the wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23). But God in His mercy through Jesus Christ has made a provision to clean us from sin and to redeem and to restore us to a harmonious relationship with Him. This truth was taught through the sacrificial system in the Old Testament symbolically especially through the yearly celebration of the Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur), which fell on the tenth day of the seventh month, known as Tishri.  This was the most solemn Holy Day of the religious calendar of ancient Israel. Leviticus 16:31 calls it Shabbat Shabbaton, "a Sabbath of Sabbaths." 
The reason for this special designation is that the day celebrated not only God’s creation, but also His new creation through the provision of atonement. On the Day of Atonement, writes Naphtali Winter, "Man, the pinnacle of God’s Creation, for whom everything else was created, stands newly created after having received atonement.” - Naphtali Winter, The High Holy Days (Jerusalem, 1973), p. 54.
The sacrificial system is described in detail in the book of Leviticus. The Hebrew title of the book is, “And He Called.” The Jewish Talmud calls it the “Law of the Priests” and the “Law of the Offerings.” In the Greek Septuagint, it is called, “That Which Pertains to the Levites,” from which the Latin name “Leviticus” is derived. The theme of the book is the admonition for God’s people to become “holy” (Leviticus 19:2; 20:26). The people of ancient Israel did not become a holy people at that time, but God says that they will become a holy people in the future (Isaiah 62:12). True Christians today are already called a holy people, a “holy or (“royal,” see 1 Peter 2:9) priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God” (1 Peter 2:5). 
God introduced the sacrificial system to ancient Israel because Israel had sinned and the sacrifices served as a reminder of their sins. Animal sacrifices, especially, illustrate what sin does to us and others, as well as what Christ did for us. They teach us one reason for the suffering of innocent and righteous people: Even Jesus Christ suffered, although He was totally innocent. The killing of innocent animals points at the suffering and ultimate death of Jesus Christ. 

Our focus in this lesson is to understand the ceremonies of the great Day of Atonement that took place in the sanctuary and later the temple as described in the Old Testament, particularly on the role of the high priest during this ceremony but also on what was required of the people and, most important of all, focus on what this teaches us about Christ’s ministry in the heavenly sanctuary. Let us dive into our study and learn! 
The Yearly Cleansing: - Offerings and sacrifices were already being given before the sacrificial system was established—long before the time of Moses. In Genesis 4:3–4, offerings were presented by Cain and Abel. In Genesis 8:20, we have a report of Noah’s burnt offering, which was accepted by God. We also read that Job offered burnt offerings to God (Job 1:5), and that God commanded Job’s three friends to give a burnt offering (Job 42:8). 
The cleansing of the Day of Atonement fell on the tenth day of Tishri, that is, after the ten days of repentance ushered in by the Feast of Trumpets. It is significant that the cleansing of the Day of Atonement is preceded by the repentance of the Feast of Trumpets and is followed by the rejoicing of the Feast of Tabernacles. The spiritual lesson is evident. The children of Israel could only rejoice after they had repented of their sins and experienced the cleansing and renewal of redemption. We shall see that the sins cleansed on the Day of Atonement, were those which had been confessed, repented, and forgiven prior to that day. 
Question: - What caused the defilement of the sanctuary in the first place? Israel’s sanctuary could be defiled by only one source, namely, the sinful acts of the people. Sin defiles the sanctuary because it is a transgression of the principles of God’s government. When God’s principles are transgressed the sanctuary is morally defiled by both forgiven and unforgiven sin. A holy God cannot excuse sin, but He can and will forgive penitent sinners (Ex 34:6-7). Both forgiven and unforgiven sins defiled the sanctuary, because they were figuratively deposited in the sanctuary until the Day of Atonement when God dealt with them accordingly. 
The sanctuary was defiled also by the sins which were confessed and atoned for through the daily sacrificial system. These sins were symbolically transferred into the sanctuary through the manipulation of the sacrificial blood, or in some cases through the eating of the flesh of the sacrifice by the priest. The blood of the sacrifices offered for penitent sinners defiled the sanctuary, because it was used to symbolically carry their sins into the sanctuary where they were kept until the Day of Atonement. The sacrificial system operated on the principle of substitutional interchange (cf. Isa. 53:10-11). 
Thus, in type, the sins of the people were eliminated from the camp of Israel as the goat was taken away. (Read Leviticus 16:16, 20.) Whereas during the year, the sacrifices which were daily offered represented sin being transferred from the people to the sanctuary, things were distinctly different on the Day of Atonement
Question: What happened to the goat in Leviticus 16:15? In Leviticus 16:15, the goat which was sacrificed did not carry or transfer any sin into the sanctuary because there was neither confession of sin nor laying on of hands involved with the goat for the Lord, its blood was not a carrier of sin. Thus, it did not defile but, rather, it cleansed. 
Beyond Forgiveness: - The main function of the high priest was to mediate between God and people. The daily sacrificial offerings focused on people’s sins and transferring those sins to the tabernacle but the most sacred and holy ceremony of the whole year was about cleansing the sanctuary of these sins. 
On the Day of Atonement, every detail of the service was carried out by the high priest himself. The people felt a desperate need for someone to stand between themselves and God. This need was met by the high priest. The cleansing was accomplished by the High Priest sprinkling the blood seven times first upon the mercy seat in the most Holy Place, and then upon the altar of burnt offering in the court (Lev 16:16-19). And just as the entire congregation was supposed to be focusing on the work of the high priest on that day, our focus needs to be on the work of Christ in the heavenly sanctuary. (Exodus 20:18-20) 
As the activities of the high priest on earth brought cleansing to the people, so does Jesus’ work in the heavenly sanctuary does the same for us, says the author (Rom. 8:34, 1 John 1:9). Just as the only hope of the people on the Day of Atonement was in the high priest, our only hope is in Christ. 

“The blood of Christ, while it was to release the repentant sinner from the condemnation of the law, was not to cancel the sin; it would stand on record in the sanctuary until the final atonement; so in the type the blood of the sin offering removed the sin from the penitent, but it rested in the sanctuary until the Day of Atonement.”—Ellen G. White, Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 357.
Azazel: - Who or what is Azazel? Early Jewish interpreters identified Azazel as the original angelic sinner and the primary author of evil, even as the leader of evil angels. We know him, of course, as a symbol of Lucifer himself. 

In the symbolism of the sanctuary, this goat was taken to be responsible for the sins which had caused all the trouble in the past year. This goat was not killed. Its blood was not shed anywhere in the camp; but, in type, it was made responsible for all the sins of the people and then led far away from the camp to die. In reality, of course, this symbolizes Lucifer himself. 

This ceremony of the live goat took place after the atonement had been made for the sanctuary on behalf of the people through the sacrifice of the bull and the Lord’s goat. In contrast to the rites pertaining to the latter’s, the scapegoat was not sacrificed and its blood was not shed. There was no blood ritual to make atonement for the sanctuary or for the people. (Lev. 16:21-22)
The timing of the rite of the scapegoat is significant, since it followed immediately the cleansing of the sanctuary with the blood of the Lord’s goat (Lev 16:9). The rite consisted of laying hands upon the head of the goat, confessing over him the sins of the people, and sending him away into the wilderness by an appointed person (Lev 16:21-22). 
Question: - What is the significance of this rite? 

This is the only time during the rites of the Day of Atonement that hands are laid upon the animal. The significance of the rite is evident. It was a symbolic act that signified the placing of all the sins of the people that had accumulated in the sanctuary, upon the goat, so that they could be taken away into the wilderness. 
"What is of particular significance here," rightly notes Gerhard Hasel, "is that the laying on of hands is accompanied by an oral confession of the totality of the sins of god’s people over the live goat. Thus, all the sins of the people from which the sanctuary had been cleansed through oral confession and laying on of hands, were transferred to the live goat for its elimination from the Israelite community. The sending away of the live goat into the desert by the hand of a man who is in readiness’ (Lev 16:21) is an elimination rite that symbolizes the taking away of all accumulated sins of Israel to the wilderness (Lev 16:10, 22)." Gerhard Hasel (note 9), pp. 121-122. 
Similarities between Azazel and Satan. Certain elements of this account, such as the binding and sending of Azazel to the desert, resemble the Biblical description of Azazel. Similarly the casting of Azazel into the fire looks very similar to the casting of the Devil in the lake of fire in Revelation 20:10.  
Five key aspects of the Azazel rite: 

· The Azazel rite took place at the conclusion of the ritual of the Day of Atonement, after atonement had been made to cleanse the sanctuary of the accumulated sins of the Israelites.
· Azazel is not slain and does not function as a sacrifice to expiate the sins of the Israelites, but as a vehicle to remove their sins away from the sanctuary. 
· The laying on of hands and the confession of sins over the scapegoat by the High Priest represents the symbolic transference of all Israel’s sins that had been deposited in the sanctuary. 
· The bringing of Azazel into the wilderness to die represents the permanent removal and elimination of sin. 
· The sacrificed goat represents Christ who atones for our sins with His sacrifice, while the live goat represents Satan who will ultimately bear responsibility for all the sins and evil he instigated.
On the Day of Atonement: - What were the children of Israel supposed to do on this special Day of Atonement? This was the only day of the year in which they were asked not to do any work as well as not to eat any food–from sundown on the ninth day until sundown on the tenth day. 

Isaiah’s Personal Yom Kippur: - 
Question: - How does Isaiah depict the ‘day of atonement’ in Isaiah 6: 1-6? 

In Isaiah 6:1-6, Isaiah sees the heavenly King sitting on a throne in the temple, “high and exalted.” The vision is a judgment scene that presents God as coming for judgment (Isa. 5:16). Isaiah beholds the true King, identified in the Gospel of John as Jesus Christ (John 12:41). 

After confronting with God’s holiness and glory, he perceived himself as unclean and sinful. But an angel took a burning coal from the altar and touched his tongue, declaring him as clean. Like Isaiah, we all need to come to the conclusion that we cannot pass through the divine judgment on our own. Our only hope is to have a Substitute – Jesus Christ. 

During this time of the pre-advent judgment, are we faced with the presence of God? Do we need a “live coal” from the altar to purify our lips and our thoughts? Do we understand and know what Christ is doing now in heaven? Ellen White has suggested that what Jesus is doing now in the heavenly sanctuary is as important as what He did during His ministry on this earth. 
Conclusion of Leviticus 16:2-22 - This lengthy, involved ritual depicts all of the steps that must be accomplished before mankind can truly be at one with God. In short, the following must occur:
· A high priest must be pure and sinless to mediate between God and man (verse 4). Christ, having lived a sinless life, is our eternal High Priest.

· The high priest must enter God's presence with blood to open the way between God and man (verses 3, 14-16). Christ, by His own sacrifice, gains us entrance before God's throne, having rent the veil (Matthew 27:51).
· The sins of men must be covered by the offering of an innocent victim (verses 9, 15). Christ's blood covers our sins, and God grants us forgiveness.
· The cause of man's sins must be removed (verses 10, 20-22). After Christ returns, Satan—the one who first sinned and has been instigating, promoting, and broadcasting his sinful, rebellious nature to all mankind—will be imprisoned so he cannot deceive men. 
God Bless You!!!
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