Lesson – 6                                  November 10, 2012                                    Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 6 Victory Over Evil Forces

Read for your Study: Eph. 1:18-22, Rom. 8:26-39, James 4:7, 1 Pet. 5:6-10, Luke 10:1-20, Acts 5:12-16.
Memory Text: “Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us” (Romans 8:37, NKJV).
Introduction: In the beginning, Adam and Eve were not created with the evil nature we see displayed in all of mankind. At the end of the sixth day of creation, God took pleasure in all He had made and pronounced it "very good," including Adam and Eve and the nature or the heart He placed in them. An evil heart cannot possibly be termed "very good." 

Following Adam and Eve's creation, God placed them in Eden and instructed them on their responsibilities. He then purposefully allowed them to be exposed to and tested by Satan, who most definitely had a different set of beliefs, attitudes, purposes, and character than God. Without interference from God, they freely made the choice to subject themselves to the evil influence of that malevolent spirit. That event initiated the corruption of man's heart. Perhaps nowhere in all of Scripture is there a clearer example of the truth of I Corinthians 15:33, "Evil communications corrupt good manners." 

Jesus refers to Satan as the "ruler of this world" (John 12:31;14:30;16:11). Christ recognizes Satan as the present ruler of the world. However, Satan does not rule alone. He has a whole army of fallen angels, called demons, at his disposal. The apostle Paul refers to these evil rulers in his letter to the Ephesians, "For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places"(Ephesians 6:12). 
But God has promised to bring blessing and peace to all. The fulfillment of the promises that bring blessing and peace will only be possible with the destruction of evil—the wicked on the earth and the evil forces that are using them. The Lord will destroy the forces of evil. The final deliverance of God’s people must begin with the victory over the evil forces that sought to destroy His people. 

This lesson is about ‘victory over evil forces’. Let us dive into our study and learn how Christians are to claim victory in Christ from the evil forces! 
A Stage Set For Our Victory:  
Sin “entered” the world through Adam, which means that it was introduced into the world through his deliberate act of disobedience (Romans 5:12).  The word “enter” means to spread, or to go through, like a contagious virus spreading through the entire population. It’s like Adam opened a container of some deadly poisonous gas and this deadly sin fumes have been inhaled by each of us. 
Sin is not just “out there” in the headlines but is also present in our own hearts as Jeremiah 17:9 says: “The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can understand it?” Jesus put it this way in Matthew 15:19 “For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false testimony, slander.” No one is immune from the virus of sin because it has spread everywhere. No one is exempt from its excruciating grip and no one is innocent. 

Because of the power of death, we are in its grip and according to Hebrews 2:15 are “held in slavery by fear of death.” The dynasty of death is traced all the way back to Adam. But God did not leave us down there in the pit of death. He set a stage for our victory. 

Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 15: 21-22, “For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.” One commentator said it well: “Adam’s sin brought life to an end; what Christ did dethrones death and enthrones righteousness, which is evidenced in life.” Through the death of Christ on the Cross and His resurrection from the grave, victory has been gained over all evil powers. 

Hope of Victory: 
Satan is constantly tempting us in everyday life and then throwing our mistakes back at us and at God, claiming that we do not deserve heaven and that we are not worthy enough before God. But, we can take hope from Romans 8:26-39. In his marvelous climax to his explanation of the plan of salvation, Paul stated in these few verses that all three Members of Godhead are on our side. In Romans 8:37 he tells us that “In all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.” 
Ellen White writes in Desire of Ages that “Christ has given His Spirit as a divine power to overcome all hereditary and cultivated tendencies to evil, and to impress His own character upon His church. (The Desire of Ages P. 671.2)
In Romans 8:29, 30 Paul gives at least two solid reasons for the Christian to be confident in the Lord. First, the Spirit helps us in our trials and “groaning.” Second, according to God’s eternal purpose, all things, including trials, contribute to the Christian’s ultimate welfare (no matter how hard that might be to see at this present time) says the author. 

So, Bible gives us the hope of victory over all kinds of evil. We need to be confident in the Lord. None of us has an excuse for not making any progress in the Christian life. The best help in the universe is available to us if we recognize it and claim it and allow God to work in us. 

Christians verses the Devil: 
Question:  Should Christians be afraid of the Devil? At the time of Jesus’ temptation the Devil took Jesus Christ up on a high mountain and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world. Satan offered to give them to Jesus if He would be willing to worship him (Luke 4:5-8). But Jesus resisted him and rebuked him with the Scriptures saying, “Get thee behind me, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.” 
Jesus referred to Satan as the "ruler of this world" (John 12:31;14:30;16:11). Christ recognizes Satan as the present ruler of the world. However, Satan does not rule alone. 

Question: So, how should we deal with Satan and temptation? 

James, Jesus’ older stepbrother, begins his letter saying, “Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance. Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything (James 1:1-4). Further in James 4:7 he says, “Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.” 

Question: What is the best way for us to resist the Devil? One of the very important lessons we need to learn about dealing with temptation is to exercise that power at the very beginning of the temptation. We need to take a very firm stand against the Devil. 

Peter tells us that the Devil is going about like a roaring lion. (1 Peter 5:6-10) But, he also assured us that we should leave our worries to God who will help us to resist the Devil. He will help us with firmness, strength, and a sure foundation if we give Him the opportunity. On the contrary, we must never give the Devil an opportunity. (Ephesians 4:27)
Examples of Victory: 

Question: What is the key to victory over the Devil? 
Jesus clearly gave His disciples the power to drive out demons, heal the sick, heal various diseases, cleanse lepers, and even raise the dead. How about us today? Are there demons that we face that need to be cast out? Are we able to recognize the presence of the Devil in our lives? It must be noted that if we are doing what God wants us to do; we must recognize that Satan will do whatever he can to oppose us. 
Question: What is the key to victory over the Devil? 
In His last evening with His disciples, Jesus promised them the gift of the Holy Spirit. Then He went on to explain a lot of things about what the Holy Spirit would be able to do with them if they were willing to cooperate with Him. (John 14-16) Do those promises still apply to us? (John 17:20-26) 

The resurrection of Jesus brought a tremendous transformation in the minds of the disciples. Their thinking changed. They came together, not caring and fighting for the first position in an earthly kingdom, but as brothers and sisters claimed victory in Christ with the help of the Holy Spirit. When the early rain was poured out during Pentecost in Jerusalem, the results were evident. 
The disciples had the capacity to speak any language, the capacity to heal any disease, and even the capacity to raise people from the dead. Peter did it, (Acts 9:36- 42) and so did Paul. (Acts 20:9-12) Paul, who was not there on that occasion but later became the most outstanding apostle of all, demonstrated his power to cast out demons in Philippi. (Acts 16:16-18)  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  on  that  occasion  the demon possessed woman called Paul and Silas “servants of the most high God.” (Elyon) It is possible that on that occasion she was referring to one of the Canaanite gods who was called Elyon (The Most High). 

Peter and John became so famous in Jerusalem for their ability to heal the sick and cleanse lepers that Acts 5:12-16 records that people would line the sick along the streets where they thought Peter would pass in hopes that at least Peter’s shadow might fall on some of the sick people and make them well. 
Question: Do we believe in the works of the Holy Spirit in our lives today? Or do we believe that Satan is powerful enough to control our lives? Is it important for us to recognize Satan’s power? Do we need to study how he tempts people? What are Satan’s most successful temptations? Pride, wealth, power, etc. 
Through the pages of the Spirit of Prophecy, Ellen White tells us that “Jesus gained the victory through submission and faith in God, and by the apostle He says to us, ‘Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw nigh to God, and He will draw nigh to you.’ James 4:, 8. We cannot save ourselves from the tempter’s power; he has conquered humanity, and when we try to stand in our own strength, we shall become a prey to his devices; but ‘the name of the Lord is a strong tower: the righteous runneth into it, and is safe.’ Prov. 18:10. Satan trembles and flees before the weakest soul who finds refuge in that mighty name.” - Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages, pp. 130, 131. 
While we may need to have some knowledge of Satan’s activities, it is far more important for us to recognize how Christ overcame him. And we can do the same. This is the truth to which Christians can always look forward. We need to live as if we really believe it. God has not promised us a comfortable, easy life here on this earth where Satan is busy. In fact, Scripture suggests that the closer we are to God and living the Christian life, the more trouble we may have. 

God Bless You!!!
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