Lesson – 7                                       November 16, 2013                                  Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 7 Christ, Our Sacrifice
Read for your study: -Isa. 53:2-12, Heb.2:9, Heb. 9:26-28, Heb. 9:12, Exod. 12:5,Heb.4:15. 

Memory Text: - “He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed” (1 Peter 2:24, NASB).
Introduction: - The Old Testament is full of sacrifices in which an innocent animal was killed. These were substitutionary sacrifices meaning that the death of the animal was in the place of someone else. God introduced the sacrificial system to ancient Israel because they had sinned and the sacrifices served as a reminder of their sins. Animal sacrifices, especially, illustrate what sin does to us and others, as well as what Christ did for us. They teach us one reason for the suffering of innocent and righteous people. Jesus Christ suffered, although He was totally innocent.  Familiar with suffering He took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows. The killing of innocent animals points at the suffering and ultimate death of Jesus Christ. 

Why was there such an emphasis in the Jewish writings about sacrifices? It is because God is holy and His holiness reveals that every one of us has sinned. We have all failed to live up to God’s expectation. We have “all sinned and come short of the glory of God.”  We deserve the death penalty. “The wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23). “The soul that sins will die” says, Ezekiel 18:4. But “while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” Why? Let’s dive into our study and learn! 
Jesus in Isaiah 53: - Nowhere in all the Old Testament does the gospel of Jesus Christ shine more clearly than in Isaiah 53. Seven hundred years before Jesus’ birth, God revealed it to Isaiah about Christ’s saving work. And that saving work is substitution. The Messiah is pierced and crushed in our place; the righteous in the place of unrighteous; the loving shepherd in the place of the lost sheep; and the exalted king in the place of the rebel subjects.

When we look at Isaiah 53, what we have is not only a beautiful revelation of Christ’s saving substitutionary death in the place of sinners, but also a fulfillment of explicit prophecy so that we could know more surely that we are saved. 
The passage in Isaiah 52:13 is about the “servant of the Lord.”  Who is this servant? Sometimes in the book of Isaiah the ‘servant of the Lord’ is the people of Israel as in Isaiah 41:8, 10 “Behold you Israel, my servant, Jacob whom I have chosen . . . fear not for I am with you.”  Sometimes the servant is the prophet Isaiah himself. Isaiah 49:5 “And now says the Lord, who formed me from the womb to be his servant, to bring back Jacob to him . . .” 
But in Isaiah 53 the servant can’t be the prophet or the people because the servant is pictured as substituting himself for both the prophet and the people. Verse 4, “Surely he (the servant) took up our pain and bore our suffering . . .” Verse 5, “But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities. . .” “Our” means “me, Isaiah” and the people of Israel who will believe on this servant of the Lord.  
Question: Who then is this servant of the Lord? The New Testament answer is that he was Jesus the Messiah. Peter Quotes Isaiah 53:5 “by his stripes we are healed” in 1 Peter 2:24 and applies it to Jesus. He says in 1 Peter 1:11, “The Prophets sought to know what person or time the Spirit of Christ within them was indicating as he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories to follow.” 

In Acts 8 the Ethiopian eunuch was reading Isaiah 53 when Philip joined him in his chariot. The eunuch asked, “Of whom does the prophet speak, of himself or of someone else?” And Luke tells us that “Philip opened his mouth and beginning from this Scripture he preached Jesus to him” (Acts 8:35).  
In all the history of Israel, no one comes close to fulfilling this prophecy besides Jesus. He himself said, “The Son of man did not come to be served, but to serve (that is, to be the suffering servant) and to give his life a ransom (a substitute) for many” (Mark 10:45). 
It is very clear that these New Testament authors believed that the words of Isaiah 53 applied to Jesus Christ. Just as we have read that the priest in the Old Testament carried the sins of the sinner into the sanctuary, we are told that Christ Himself carried our sins in His body to the cross. 
Sufficient Substitution: - Hebrews 2:17 suggests that Jesus died to make “propitiation for the sins of the people.” What is your understanding of that expression? What is Propitiation? It means to try to appease someone’s anger.  Propitiation is an action meant to regain someone's favor or make up for something you did wrong. Does it suggest that God is angry? 
Question: - Why did God choose that method to deal with sin? (Romans 8:3) Commenting on the substitutionary sacrifice, Ellen White writes that, “Upon Christ as our substitute and surety was laid the iniquity of us all. He was counted a transgressor, that He might redeem us from the condemnation of the law. The guilt of every descendant of Adam was pressing upon His heart. The wrath of God against sin, the terrible manifestation of His displeasure because of iniquity, filled the soul of His Son with consternation.”—Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages, p. 753. 
Christ’s Blood: - The concept of redemptive blood runs throughout the entire Bible. God provided and conducted the first ever sacrifice for sin. He chose the animals to sacrifice for Adam and Eve, and then He clothed them with the skins of the animals (Gen 3:21). Adam and Eve saw the first death anyone had ever witnessed. As Adam slew the animals and in that event learnt that he deserved to die for his disobedience, God also taught him that it was possible for another, a substitute to die in his place. The animals that were shed for their clothing paid the price of their sin debt. Those coats of animal skins were a constant testimony of the price of sin. 
The greatest substitutionary sacrifice ever paid for sin was carried out at Calvary when Jesus died on behalf of another. Why Jesus? “For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sin” (Heb. 10:4). Those sacrifices in the Jewish tabernacle were a constant reminder of sin and the wages of sin. They symbolized that God would one day provide His own Lamb to do what animals could never do. They were a symbol of how man’s sins had to be dealt with, but symbols cannot lift up and take away our sin. 

Hebrews 9:22 says, "Without shedding of blood there is no remission."  I John 1:7 tell us that "The blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin."God, in choosing the cleansing agent for our sins, chose the very best that He had, the blood of His own Son. It is by the precious blood of our Lord, that we are cleansed from all of our sins. Rev. 1:5 says, "To Him who loved us, and washed us from our sins in His own blood." Yes, it is only by the blood of our Lord, that we get our sins washed away. 

Christ’s blood does not refer to His life but is a symbol of His substitutionary death, and as such it describes the functional aspect of that death. Christ’s shed blood is amazingly multifunctional. Christ’s blood obtains eternal Redemption, provides cleansing from sin, provides forgiveness, sanctification, and is the reason for the resurrection. 

In Hebrews there is a powerful contrast: Christ’s blood is better than any other blood. In fact, no other blood can really provide forgiveness; Christ’s death is the only reason why sins are forgiven, before and after the Cross (Heb. 9:15). The shedding of Christ’s blood, and its effects, are clear evidence that Christ’s death was substitutionary, which means that He took the penalty that we deserve. (Adult Sabbath School Lesson for Tuesday, November 12, 2013)
Spotless Sacrifice: - There had to be a criterion that all offerings for sacrifices had to meet. They had to be “unblemished” that means “without fault,” or “perfect.” 

Jesus, the “Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29, NKJV), fulfills perfectly the Old Testament criterion of a spotless sacrifice. His pure life established Jesus as a perfect sacrifice. He is the guarantee of our salvation, for only a sinless one could bear our sin for us. And it is His perfect righteousness that covers us, now and in the judgment, which is our hope of salvation. 

Christ is the “better sacrifice” (Heb. 9:23) because His blood alone cleanses of all sins (1 John 1:6-9). He entered into the presence of God in heaven for us, once for all and offered the perfect and spotless sacrifice for sin. He is more valuable than even thousands of animals. “He put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself” (Heb. 9:26). Christ has been offered by God “once to bear the sins of many.” What was impossible for bulls and goats to accomplish Christ did on our behalf. Jesus Christ accomplished the only effective sacrifice for sin. 
It is through Jesus Christ’s death and His ministry that we are presented blameless before God (Jude 24). This is possible only because the Blameless One stands in our place. 

A Great Danger: - What danger could one face after accepting Christ’s sacrifice for the forgiveness of sins? Demonstrating in the book of Hebrews how magnificent God’s salvation is, how God has revealed Himself, and what He has done and is doing for the believers, Paul also shows what could happen if someone ignores Christ’s sacrifice. 
In Hebrews 6:4-6 and 10:26-31 he warns the danger of how Christ’s sacrifice could gradually be taken for granted. He describes this danger as “drifting away” from the goal (Hebrews 2:1). Keeping in view the similar danger, he warned the Corinthian Christians too about taking lightly the sacrifice of Christ. 

In 1 Corinthians 5:7, Paul wrote that “Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us.” This statement holds profound meaning for every Christian. Paul wrote these words to the Corinthian church, whose members were allowing one of their brethren to continue in a sexual sin. 
Paul reprimanded the whole congregation and charged the Corinthians to expel the offender, lest the sin spread and contaminate them just as yeast puffs up bread dough (1Cor. 5:2-6).  Paul, in supporting his reasons for removing the sinner used a phrase closely associated with the Passover: “For indeed Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us” (verse 7).

Question: - What did Paul mean by that? He meant that Jesus’ sacrifice was not made in vain. He meant that the Corinthians should not take lightly Christ’s painful death. 

How about us? Have we rejected Jesus’ sacrifice and still continue to live in sin? What does Jesus’ sacrifice means to us? Without Jesus’ sacrifice, we would automatically be doomed to everlasting death. We would have no hope of reconciliation to God our Father. But thanks be to our God the Father who sent Jesus His Son, as a ‘substitute’ to die on our behalf.  His sacrificial death promised us eternal life. 
What Martin Luther frequently called a “wonderful exchange” or “joyous exchange” of Christ’s righteousness for human sin, Ellen G. White describes in a classic statement as follows: “Christ was treated as we deserve, that we might be treated as He deserves. He was condemned for our sins, in which He had no share, that we might be justified by His righteousness, in which we had no share. He suffered the death which was ours, that we might receive the life which was His. ‘With His stripes we are healed.’”—The Desire of Ages, p. 25. 
“Nothing less than the death of Christ could make His love efficacious for us. It is only because of His death that we can look with joy to His second coming. His sacrifice is the center of our hope. Upon this we must fix our faith.”—Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages, p. 660.
God Bless You!!!
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