Lesson – 7                                       May 17, 2014                                    Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 7 Christ, the End of the Law
Read for your study: - Rom. 5:12-21, 6:15-23, 7:13-25, 9:30-10:4,Gal. 3:19-24.
Memory Text: - “Christ is the culmination of the law so that there may be righteousness for everyone who believes.” (Romans 10:4) 
Introduction: - Many religions have some form of the belief that humans were created as immortals in the first place. The story of the fall of Adam and Eve in the Bible is a classic example. The book of Genesis gives us an account of the creation of a perfect world and of two immortal beings; Adam and Eve. But after they disobeyed God and ate the forbidden fruit from the Garden of Eden, God punished them by making them mortal and able to experience physical death. Through Adam and Eve, sin entered the human race.
According to Genesis 2:16-17, they should have died right then, but, instead of allowing them to die on the spot, God gave them a temporary extension of life so they might have opportunity to learn the truth and return to their loyalty to God. He gave them hope of living an immortal life through faith in Jesus Christ! This lesson is about the plan of salvation and its relationship to the Law of God. Let us dive into our study and learn! 

Where Sin Abounded (Romans 5:12-21): - The apostle Paul wrote, “For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes” (Romans 10:4). Many assume this means Jesus Christ did away with the law. Is this true? 
No, but that interpretation is in direct contradiction to Jesus’ own words: “Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill. For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one title will by no means pass from the law till all is fulfilled” (Matthew 5:17-18) 
What did Paul mean by “Christ is the end of the Law”? Paul originally wrote Romans in the Greek language of his days. Unfortunately, the Greek word telos is often translated “end.” This gives today’s reader a different impression than it gave those who read the letter in Paul’s day. 

The word telos can be translated differently depending on the context. It can mean “end result or ultimate fate” (Mounce's Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words, 2006, “End”). It can also mean “the aim or purpose’ of a thing” (Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words, 1985, “End, Ending”). 
The NKJV Study Bible says, “End can mean ‘fulfillment’; that is, Christ fulfilled all the requirements of the law. It can also mean ‘goal,’ to say that Christ was the object to which the law led” (2007, comments on Romans 10:4). 
The word “fulfill” in verse 17 is from the Greek word pleroo, meaning “to fill up, to fill to the full” (The King James Version New Testament Greek Lexicon). Therefore, Christ was not saying He ended the law, but rather that His thoughts and actions perfectly embodied its every intent. He “filled it to the full.”
The word “fulfilled” in verse 18 is from the word ginomai, meaning “to become,” “made” or “finished” (ibid.). That is to say, the law will continue throughout God’s plan for humankind! It did not end 2,000 years ago.
Paul himself held God’s Law in high regard. He wrote, “Therefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy and just and good” (Romans 7:12). Therefore, it is clear that Paul meant “Christ is the goal, purpose or objective of the law” in Romans 10:4—not that Jesus put an end to the law! 

Now, the passage in Romans 5:12-21, present a very simple truth of the problem of sin and the plan of salvation. As Sin began to increase from generation to generation through Adam and Eve, “God’s grace increased much more” says Paul. 

Satan claimed that no human being could live a sinless life on this earth and thus be saved. But, when Jesus came, He proved that Satan was wrong. He proved that sin does lead to death and that Satan had been lying about God’s original plan of salvation.
Law and Grace (Romans 6:15-23): - God in His wisdom gave us the law that through obedience of the law, we will learn about the plan of salvation. It is God’s plan that we be set free from sin by obedience to the law. Unfortunately, we learn by hard experience that we cannot keep the law through our own power. The only successful way to keep the law is to study the life of Christ and seek to follow His example, “for by beholding we become changed.” (The Great Controversy, P. 555) 
God’s law defines sin (Romans 7:7; 1 John 3:4). The law convicts us that we are guilty of sin, for it plainly shows how short we fall of God’s expectations. Therefore, the law shows us that we need a Savior, which we have in Jesus Christ. In this way, Christ is the ultimate end, or objective, of the law. 
God’s law leads us to think and act as Jesus did.  John wrote, “He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He walked” (1 John 2:6). God gave us His law so that we could learn to be like Him. God is love. All that He does is motivated by love. God’s holy Law, the Ten Commandments teach us how to show love toward Him and toward one another. 
Grace and the law are not contraries; they do not contradict each other. Instead, they are powerfully connected. The law, because it can't save us, shows us why we need grace. Grace is not opposed to law but to death. Our salvation comes from our relationship with Jesus Christ–a relationship called faith that ‘comes by hearing the word of God’. His word is the law. 
Paul warns us to be careful about using this promised gift of grace as an excuse to sin. Because sin is defined through the law, one must keep the law and obey the commandments. 

O Wretched Man! (Rom. 7:21-25): - 
What is Paul trying to say in this passage? The SDA Bible Commentary says: “Paul's main purpose in the passage seems to be to show the relationship that exists between the law, the gospel, and the person who has been awakened to earnest struggles against sin in preparation for salvation. Paul's message is that, although the law may serve to precipitate and intensify the struggle, only the gospel of Jesus Christ can bring victory and relief.-The SDA Bible Commentary, vol. 6, p. 554.
As human beings, we have always struggled with sin. But the fact is that though we have struggle with sin, we still are capable of making right decisions and choices in life. We may be helpless at times but we are not hopeless because the promise of God is that the person who lives in the ‘Spirit’ has a constant reminder of deliverance from sin and condemnation through Jesus Christ (Romans 7:24-8:2). 
As Christians, we are assured our resurrection from the dead and eternal life. In particular, one can see five assurances given to Christians in Romans chapter 8:

1. You can be certain that you are truly forgiven by God. Vs. 1-4 
2. You can be certain that you are pleasing to God. Vs. 5-9 
3. You can be certain that you will live eternally with God. Vs. 10-11
4. You can be certain that you are a child of God. Vs. 12-16
5. You can be certain that you will receive an eternal inheritance from God. Vs. 18-25
How can we be so sure of all these things? Because the Spirit of God is working in us (Verses 26-27), because it is God’s predetermined will and purpose for us (Verses 27-30), because God is for us and not against us (Verses 31-34), and because nothing can separate us from God’s love. (Verses 35-39) 
The Goal of the Law (Romans 9:30-10:4): - The law was never designed to be a means of salvation. The law tells us what we should be doing. When we do wrong, it acts like a mirror, showing us the sinfulness of our ways. But, the mirror can never clean our faces. Through the working of the Holy Spirit, the law creates in the sinner a need for the grace (gospel) of Christ (Romans 7:7).  By pointing out what is right, what is good, what is true, those who fall short of that standard (which is all of us) realize our need of salvation. In this sense the law points us to the need for the gospel, the need of grace. This grace comes to us through Jesus. The function and goal of the law, even in the Old Testament, was to show us our need of salvation; it was never a means of providing that salvation. 

The law leads a person to Christ as the repentant sinner looks to Him for salvation. The law reminds all Christians that Christ is our righteousness (Rom. 10:4).
Walter C. Kaiser puts it beautifully saying, “To ask whether the law can bring salvation is to ask the wrong question as far as Scripture is concerned - in both the Old and New Testaments! Never does either Testament affirm, imply, or even hint that this might ever have been the case... 
“It is a further error to argue that the writer of Hebrews (10:1-4) corrected the law, as if it had taught that ‘the blood of bulls and goats [could] take away sins.’... The sacrifices were pictures, types, and models of the one perfect sacrifice that was to come.” - Walter C. Kaiser, Five Views on Law and Gospel (Mich.: Zondervan, 1993), pp. 394, 395.
The Disciplinarian (Galatians 3:19-24): - 

What are the implications of the words in Galatians 3:24? All of us have gone through the school system.  And we all know that there are rules, laws or guide lines to follow while we are in the school. If we break any of these rules, we are sure to be slammed with a disciplinary action. On the other hand, these rules or guide lines may also provide protection from doing anything wrong. 
The Law that Paul talks about is suppose to do the same. In our times of ignorance, the law points a finger at the kind of behavior which is acceptable to God and which preserves our lives. Thus, the law serves as a kind of disciplinarian but also a protection for those who take it seriously.
“The law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith” (Galatians 3:24). In this scripture, the Holy Spirit through the apostle is speaking especially of the moral law [The Ten Commandments]. The law reveals sin to us, and causes us to feel our need of Christ and to flee unto Him for pardon and peace by exercising repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ. . . .

To the obedient it is a wall of protection. We behold in it the goodness of God, who by revealing to men the immutable principles of righteousness, seeks to shield them from the evils that result from transgression. —Ellen G. White, Selected Messages, book 1, pp. 234.5-235.2.
One cannot be perfect in this life. The word perfection in biblical Greek means to be mature or grown up. It is possible through an ever closer relationship with Jesus Christ. But, the focus must never be on law-keeping. It must always be on Christ. We still need the law because there will always be times when Satan will trip us up and get us to fall into sin. When we are tempted to do such things, we have a chance to be warned and to avoid those traps by remembering the guidance of the law. 
The ultimate plan is simply to separate us from our sins. And Jesus Christ is the only one who can do it. He is the “end,” the goal of the Law! Paul makes that point explicitly when he says that the law brought us to Christ, so that we might be justified by faith (Gal. 3: 24).
God Bless You!!!
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