Lesson – 7                                             May 19, 2012                                Gladwin Mathews

Lesson – 7 Corporate Evangelism and Witnessing
Read for your Study: Eccles. 4:9–12; Psalm 37; Phil. 1:5–18; Eph. 4:15-16; Col. 1:28-29.
Memory Text: “And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also” (2 Timothy 2:2, NKJV).
Introduction: ‘Evangelism’ is not just something for individuals to engage in isolation from each other. Rather it is something that we're called to do together. It is just like corporate worship but having individual personal relationship with the Lord. 
It does not mean that we should go about knocking doors or handing out tracts ‘together’ –but instead about building personal relationships with those inside and outside our community as a group. What do we mean by this? The best way to explain this would be by using an illustration of Michael Frost.

Illustration: Jesus called his disciples to become 'fishers of men'. What does it mean to fish for people? When Jesus first said this people fished with nets and not single fishing lines. They would take their boats out - throw out their nets and then draw them in towards the boat to be sorted.
What might a Net symbolize? Michael talks about how the net is like the relationships we have between one another. You meet each week to hear each other’s stories - to pray for each other - to learn together - to have fun and to build our friendship. Our relationship is like one of the strands of a net. 
We also might have growing friendships with two close members and others who are a core part of group. Again we meet together - we care for each other, we share life together. We are intentional about growing friendships that are deep and growing. When we symbolize these relationships with lines they form quite a 'net’. 

I also have another friend.  I value my friendship with him in the same way as I value those with my Community members. He is not a member of our community and doesn't call himself a follower of Jesus - but I still pray for him, I call him up and see how he's going; I share life with him and am building a relationship. Not because I want to 'convert' him, but just because - he's a good friend. 

If I allow my worlds to collide and I introduce him to my community friends and they are intentional about getting to know him and forming relationship with him then there is potential for him to become caught up in and even to become a part of the Net. He may not 'convert' but he actually can become a part of the community of relationships that we have. In doing so he will see the way me and my friend operate in our friendship. He will hear the conversations we have about our faith. He will hear about and even be invited to join in our gatherings. He will be exposed in numerous ways to the person of Jesus - both in word and action. The choice of course remains his as to whether he will move towards Jesus through this process - that is his business and there is no forcing him, but rather it’s about creating an environment for building genuine connections, sharing life and building community. 
Question: What does it look like in practice? This will differ from community to community. For us it means going to each other’s parties, meeting in each other’s homes, visiting each other’s work places, having dinner meetings etc. It was also the reason behind some of our thinking on Redemptive Parties - in particular our Christmas Party.
The statistics show us that in previous decades and centuries people believed in God before they belonged to churches i.e., they got their heads around faith before they entered into communities of faith.
Things and times have changed. Today people come to faith the other way around. More and more people are coming to know Jesus after they already belong to a community of believers. It is out of multilayered relationships that they hear about and explore faith. If we keep our worlds separate and see evangelism as the task of the individual we actually might be decreasing its potential effectiveness. 
This week’s lesson is about working together as a team (corporate) for evangelism. Is it God’s plan that church members work together to become an effective team for evangelism and witnessing? To learn more, let us dive into our study! 

Letting the Left and the Right Hand Know: There are many examples in the New Testament and even among the disciples of Jesus in which that was the plan! Corporate spiritual activity was present in the Old Testament times and with Jesus also as He sent His disciples out two by two.  Besides this, we also find practice of corporate evangelism in the book of Acts and the epistle to the Philippians.

When we examine the book of Acts it reveals that Paul was certainly not a "loner," but had extensive association with others during his life and ministry. There are a number of reasons why Paul lived, traveled, and worked together with other believers, one of which was to engage in the ministry of evangelism (Acts 9:28-30; 13:1-5, 13–16, 44–46; 14:1, 7, 20–21, 25; 17:1–15; 18:5–8). A close look at Acts reveals that other believers were often present when Paul engaged in evangelism, and in quite a few cases he and other believers actually evangelized corporately. Though the Bible never states that Paul had disciples, but clearly he had many close friends and associates with whom he lived and worked.
 Ellis points out that in the Book of Acts and Paul's epistles approximately one hundred individuals were associated with the apostle. - E. Earle Ellis, "Paul and His Co-Workers," New Testament Studies 17 (October–July 1970–71): 437. The exciting thing about 'corporate evangelism' is that it allows different people to play different roles. Some of us are great at meeting new people. Others are great at making people feel welcomed and part of groups. Others have the ability to take things deeper in conversation and know how to ask the right questions. Others know how to help new Christians. If we do this together there is less need for us all to be all-rounder. Having said all that - the diagrams make it look quite structured and even orderly. This could not be further from the truth. In fact it is a chaotic, messy and unordered thing - as messy as any relationships can be. 
Questions: Does your church have recognized leaders who are actually witnessing? Is there any kind of active witnessing program going on? Are there people giving Bible studies on an individual basis? Are there groups working together in various forms of witnessing?

Planning Together and Working in Teams: The more I think about it the more I believe that smaller groups of people are important in such a process. For it to be effective you need to have quality relationships with those in your community and around. This clearly needs some good strategic planning. When you sit down to plan together, you are building relationship in your group, in your Church, and in your community. Unless you're pretty amazing relationally it’s difficult to do with more than a few people. I think small churches or churches with good small groups are ideally in a good position. Thus, the picture that one sees in the book of Acts in the life of Paul is that of a missionary with a large number of associates. 
In the concluding reflections of his overall treatment of Paul's life, Bruce says, ‘Paul has no place for the solitary life as an ideal; for all his apostolic energy he would have scouted the suggestion that "he travels the fastest who travels alone." He emphasizes the fellowship, the togetherness, of Christians in worship and action; they are members one of another, and all together members of Christ.’ - F. F. Bruce, Paul: Apostle of the Heart Set Free (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1977), 458. 
Question: How does Paul’s life tell us about the need to plan? A chronological survey of the Book of Acts makes Paul's emphasis on togetherness clear. After conversion Paul spent several days with believers in Damascus (Acts 9:19). Later, when he went to Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples (v. 26). There he stayed with some apostles (v. 28)—namely, Barnabas, Peter, and James (v. 27; Gal. 1:18-19) — until they were compelled to send him off to Tarsus for his own protection (Acts 9:29-30). He ministered together with Barnabas for a year among the believers in Antioch (11:25-26), went with Barnabas to Jerusalem with the famine relief (v. 30), and then went out on his first missionary journey with Barnabas and John Mark (13:2-5). Then he traveled with Barnabas and other believers to the Jerusalem Council (15:2). 
On his second missionary journey Paul set out with Silas (15:40) and recruited Timothy in Lystra to join their team (16:3). In Troas, Paul and his companions were joined by Luke—attested by the abrupt change in the Lucan narrative from "they" (v. 8) to "we" (v. 10)—and all four of them went to Philippi together (16:12-18). From Philippi, Paul, Silas, and Timothy went together to Thessalonica, leaving Luke in Philippi, as attested by the return to the use of "they" in the narrative (17:1-15). The three men ministered together in Thessalonica and Berea until the believers were compelled to send Paul to Athens in order to escape danger (vv. 13-15). Arriving in Athens, Paul instructed those who accompanied him, asking "for Silas and Timothy to come to him as soon as possible" (v. 15). Though Paul ministered alone in Athens, he did so while waiting for Silas and Timothy to join him (v. 16). Paul went on to Corinth, where he stayed with Aquila and Priscilla, perhaps for reasons of ministry as well as material reasons (18:1-3). Silas and Timothy eventually joined Paul in Corinth (v. 5). 
When Paul went from Greece to Macedonia, he was accompanied by seven men (Sopater, Aristarchus, Secundus, Gaius, Timothy, Tychicus, and Trophimus; 20:4). Joining Paul again at Philippi (20:5-6), Luke stayed with Paul on his trip back to Jerusalem (21:15) and on to Rome (27:1; 28:16). In his farewell discourse to the Ephesian elders Paul referred to "my companions" (20:34, NIV), for whom he provided by working with his own hands.

These are just a few of the incidents in Paul’s life that teaches us that the early believers worked together in groups and that Planning together is very important for corporate witnessing. 

Question: Are there evangelistic team leaders in your church? Are they clearly identified? Do they make regular reports to the church members, telling what progress is being made? 
The Need for Corporate Unity: 
It is a well-known principle that two or three working together are much more effective than one working by himself. 
Paul spent much of his Christian life and work in the company of other Christians. Paul's love and need for the company of others are evident in his own words in 2 Timothy 4:9-11, written during his second Roman imprisonment: "Do your best to come to me quickly, for Demas, because he loved this world, has deserted me and has gone to Thessalonica. Crescens has gone to Galatia, and Titus to Dalmatia. Only Luke is with me. Get Mark and bring him with you, because he is helpful to me in my ministry." 
From this brief survey of Paul's activities recorded in the Book of Acts, several things stand out. First, Paul lived and worked closely with others. He seldom ministered alone. 
Second, On numerous occasions he engaged in team evangelism. He was burdened to share the good news of salvation through Christ with as many people as he could possibly reach. 
Third, divine initiative was behind the apostle's corporate witness activities. Twice Luke wrote that God called Paul and his companions to evangelize together (13:2; 16:10). On their first missionary journey Paul and Barnabas told the people God was the one who commanded them to "bring salvation to the end of the earth" (13:47). Twice Paul and his fellow workers reported back to the church everything God had done through them (14:27; 15:4). 
Question: Why did Paul engage in corporate evangelism? What Scriptural and practical reasons suggest t this kind of evangelistic activity should be carried out in missions today? 

One answer some give is that corporate witness models the end product being sought, namely, the corporate community and fellowship of believers in local churches. 

Dominic Grassi notes that Paul believed in corporate evangelism because "he felt it necessary to present a visible picture of the Church in action" (A World to Win, 74). Hay states that "a single believer cannot function as the Church" (The New Testament Order for Church and Missionary, 132).

Question: So, how should those small teams be formed for witnessing? Do we wait for the church, the church board, an elder or the Pastor to show the way? What if we do not see any evidence that the church on the local level is doing any evangelism? Should we move forward on our own, looking for others with whom we can work?  
Ellen White states: “In laboring where there are already some in the faith, the minister should at first seek not so much to convert unbelievers, as to train the church-members for acceptable co-operation. Let him labor for them individually,  endeavoring  to  arouse them  to  seek  for  a  deeper experience themselves, and to work for others. When they are prepared to sustain the minister by their prayers and labors, greater success will attend his efforts…. Every member of the body should feel that the salvation of his own soul depends upon his own individual effort. Souls cannot be saved without exertion.” - Ellen G. White, Testimonies for the Church, vol. 2, p. 121; Gospel Workers, p. 196. 
In Conclusion: Have you ever been trained to witness or been part of an evangelistic team? Is your church organizing such training? Have you ever been a part of a church that was busy evangelizing? What was the overall attitude among church members, the church board, or the church leader? 

One final thought - People who fish with nets spend 90% of their working time repairing their nets and only 10% of their time actually fishing. If our relationships are the net we need to invest significant time into cleaning and repairing them. It’s not something to enter into half heartedly. There are many promises in the Bible suggesting that God will work with us if we will just work with Him. Do we want Jesus to join our team? Or, do we want to be on His team? 
God Bless You!!!
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