Lesson – 7                                         February 14, 2015                         Gladwin Mathews 


Lesson -7 Dealing With Fights
Read for your study: - Prov. 17:1-28, Prov. 18:1 24, Prov. 19:1-29; 1 Cor. 13:5–7, John 8:1–11, Deut. 24:10–22.
Memory Text: - “Better a dry crust with peace and quiet than a house full of feasting, with strife.” Prov. 17:1 
Introduction: - Accusations, recriminations, discriminations, character assassination, threats, name-calling, and cursing, whether delivered at the top of your voice or with a quiet sarcastic sneer, damage a relationship, often irrevocably. Nobody needs to be a monster or to be treated monstrously. Nobody who yells will ever be heard. In the heat of a moment, it is always a choice whether to go for a run or run your partner down. 
On the other hand, no two people in the world will ever agree about everything at all times. (It would be quite a monotonous life if they did.) People do need to be able to negotiate differences. They do need to have room for constructive criticism. They do need a way to assert opinions and to disagree. And they do need to have a way to express intense feelings (that the other person may not understand or support) without feeling that they will be judged as lacking for doing so. 
A healthy relationship requires knowing the skills necessary for “friendly fighting” — dealing with conflict respectfully and working together to find a workable solution. Friendly fighting means working out differences that matter. It means engaging passionately about things we feel passionate about, without resorting to hurting one another. It helps us let off steam without getting burned. Friendly fighting lets us “fight” and still stay friends. Does such a thing like this have a place in a Christian atmosphere?  

This lesson challenges us to think about our top priorities. For many in the world, their priorities are wealth, power, pleasure, fame, etc. But we do know that these things can be deceptive. An ancient Egyptian proverb said: “Better is bread with a happy heart than wealth with vexation.”—Miriam Lichtheim, The New Kingdom, vol. 2 of Ancient Egyptian Literature: A Book of Readings (Los Angeles: University of California Press, 2006), p. 156. 2. 
So, what are our priorities? Is having a good relationship with our friends and peace within our families more important than accumulating great wealth or large bank account ? What is the real basis for happiness? Let us dive into our study and learn! 
Sin and Friends: - We all have friends and are willing to do anything for them because we love them. But sometimes we face a dilemma of misunderstanding between friends. It may be the result of gossip or some wrongdoing against us. Gossips are right in the middle of one of the longest list of evildoers in the entire Bible. How do we deal with them in such situations? Proverbs 17:9; 19:11 makes some crucial point in regard to such situations. “Whoever would foster love covers over an offense, but whoever repeats the matter separates close friends.” 

“A person’s wisdom yields patience; it is to one’s glory to overlook an offense.” Prov.19:11

What do these two texts suggest? These texts suggest that if you want to have friends, you must be willing to overlook their faults and forgive them.  
So, what does it mean to cover the mistakes of our friends? This is not to imply that we do not know what happened or that the person never did anything wrong. What it means is to forgive them and move on. Our response to such cases should be to extend our love. (Proverbs 17:17; 1 Corinthians 13:5-7) This certainly does not mean that we should encourage people to sin! But, when people do sin and especially when they sin against us, we must be willing to forgive them. Holding a grudge is one of the quickest ways to destroy a relationship. 

Be Just: - Sin has consequences and so does any person’s wrongdoings! But we don’t have to overlook anyone’s sin or wrongdoing just because he or she is our friend or we love them! Loving them doesn’t mean that we ‘cover’ their mistakes. Real compassion means that we put our arms around the sinner; but, we expect them to improve. Jesus said: “I do not condemn you either. Go, but do not sin again.” (John 8:11) 
What do we do with those who have hard time to learn from their mistakes? The best thing to do is to be considerate with them just like Jesus did. He condemned their sins but was very considerate towards the sinners. 
Commenting on such matter Ellen G. White writes, “In His act of pardoning this woman and encouraging her to live a better life, the character of Jesus shines forth in the beauty of perfect righteousness. While He does not palliate sin, nor lessen the sense of guilt, He seeks not to condemn, but to save. The world had for this erring woman only contempt and scorn; but Jesus speaks words of comfort and hope. The Sinless One pities the weakness of the sinner, and reaches to her a helping hand. While the hypocritical Pharisees denounce, Jesus bids her, Go, and sin no more. — Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages, p. 462. 
Words, Again: - Many a times we may have said something without even thinking what we are saying, only to realize later that we have made a big mistake by uttering those words. Proverbs chapter 18 particularly focuses on the use of words and the results of the use of those words. Unfortunately, fools speak before they think and later find themselves in troubled waters. It is better to think first! It is interesting to note that the words listen and silent are spelled with the same letters! How many problems could be avoided if we all would learn to listen carefully before responding? 
Why is it that the words of the wise are sometimes compared to deep waters in Prov. 18:4? We know that deep waters tend to run quiet and appear to be not moving very fast. The image of “deep waters” conveys the idea of quietness that shows great knowledge or insight. Likewise, the wise draw their words from the depth of personal reflection and experience. The words of the wise can bring healing to a broken spirit and be ‘a soothing balm to a weary soul’!  
Proverbs 18:21 tells us that our words are powerful. Our tongue can be used for both good and evil, even for life and death. We must be careful not only how we use our tongue but also with the tone of our voice which could be misunderstood and do a lot of harm! Do we always consider carefully the consequences of our words before we speak them? 
Two Sides to a Story: - Just like every coin has two sides, there are two sides to every story!  Fools are described in Proverbs 18:2, and Proverbs 18:17 as people who have closed minds and open mouths. But the wise are willing to listen to others and consider their opinion and advise carefully before responding. 
The absolute truth is that only God has absolute wisdom and capacity to see all sides of any matter. Proverbs 15:3 says, “The eyes of the Lord are everywhere, keeping watch on the wicked and the good.” He knows all! He is the absolute Truth! 
Be Truthful: - Proverbs 17-19 also talks about lying that may bring temporary escape from condemnation or consequences, but in the end it does not profit anything. These passages teach us to be truthful, to uphold high ethical standards. We don’t have to lie to gain any position or reward. Look at some of the comments about lying found in these three chapters: 

17:4 - Evil people listen to evil ideas, and liars listen to lies. 

17:7 - Respected people do not tell lies, and fools have nothing worthwhile to say. 

17:19 - It is better to be poor but honest than to be a lying fool. 

19:22 - It is a disgrace to be greedy; poor people are better off than liars. 

19:5 - If you tell lies in court, you will be punished—there will be no escape. 

19:9 - No one who tells lies in court can escape punishment; he is doomed. 

The Bible speaks repeatedly about how we should deal with the poor among us. This applies especially to widows and orphans. Read Deuteronomy 24:10-22. 

Proverbs also talks about riches and poverty. Consider the following passages:

17:5 - If you laugh at poor people, you insult the God who made them. You will be punished if you take pleasure in someone’s misfortune. 

18:4 and 19:4 - Rich people are always finding new friends, but the poor cannot keep the few they have. 

18:11 - Rich people, however, imagine that their wealth protects them like high, strong walls round a city. 
18:23 - When the poor speak, they have to beg politely, but when the rich answer, they are rude. 19:1 - It is better to be poor but honest than to be a lying fool. 

19:7 - Even the relatives of a poor person have no use for him; no wonder he has no friends. No matter how hard he tries, he cannot win any. 

19:10 - The LORD is like a strong tower, where the righteous can go and be safe. Rich people, however, imagine that their wealth protects them 11 like high, strong walls round a city. 

19:17 - When you give to the poor, it is like lending to the LORD, and the LORD will pay you back. (Compare Matthew 25:31-46.) 

19:22 - It is a disgrace to be greedy; poor people are better off than liars. 

What lesson do we learn from these passages? 
· Human relationships are built on words and attitudes and all that goes into our communication. 

· We build strong relationships based on truth, integrity and wise counsel. 
· Settle matters of conflict with constructive criticism and love. 
· Be polite in disagreement, expressing your opinion with gentleness. 
Ellen G. White wrote, “The spirit of gossip and tale bearing is one of Satan’s special agencies to sow discord and strife, to separate friends, and to undermine the faith of many in the truthfulness of our positions. Brethren and sisters are too ready to talk of the faults and errors that they think exist in others, and especially in those who have borne unflinchingly the messages of reproof and warning given them of God. — Ellen G. White, Testimonies for the Church, vol. 4, p. 195.

Are we choosing words that build up relations and do not tear down? How many of our troubles are self-created? Do we take full responsibility for everything we say and do? Why is it that there are so many people in our world still acting like fools who end up sacrificing their eternal lives for wealth, status, security, and power? 
Remember, God shows mercy to all and He wants us to live in harmony and peace! He wants His church to grow and move forward to build for His kingdom. Are we building relationships, His people, His Church? If you show mercy to those who offend you or hurt you, God will be merciful to you and build you up for His kingdom! Let us deal with fights and build strong relations! 

God Bless You!!!
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