Lesson – 7                                                May 18, 2013                                  Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 7 God’s Special People (Micah) 
Read for your study:  Mic. 1:1-9, 2 Cor. 11:23-27, Mic. 2:1-11, 5:2, 6:1-8, 7:18-20.
Memory Text: He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God! (Micah 6:8)
Introduction: The name "Micah" is a shortened form of "Micaiah," which means: "Who is like Yahweh?" This was an appropriate name since Micah helped the people understand what Yahweh is like. 
Micah’s hometown was called Moresheth-gath (1:14) because it was very close to the Philistine town of Gath, and about six miles northeast of Lachish, an important Judean town that stood on an international trade route during his time. Since Moresheth-gath stood only about a day's walk west of Tekoa, Amos' hometown, these prophets, who were roughly contemporary, may have known each other, says Leon Wood in, The Prophets of Israel, p. 310. 
However, Micah prophesied during the reigns of Judean Kings Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah of Judah, who followed Uzziah (Micah. 1:1). This probably means that Micah was a younger contemporary of Hosea, Amos, and Isaiah. These were the years of economic growth and international peace – but spiritual decline – for both kingdoms, especially Israel. 

Micah witnessed the fall of the Northern Kingdom to Assyria in 722 B.C. He also lived through the invasion of Judah by the Assyrians under King Sennacherib in 701 B.C. 

H.L. Willmington comments in his book that Micah receives visions of God’s grief over Judah’s and Israel’s evil deeds, their coming destruction and later deliverance, the capture of Jerusalem, [Micah was the first prophet to predict the downfall of Jerusalem (Micah 3:12)] and the future arrival of the Son of Man [Micah 5:2]. Micah discusses two key events: the capture of the City of David and the coming[s] of the Son of David. As Micah addresses God’s case against Israel and his compassion for the people; his confidence in God grows.—Willmington, H. L. (1999). The Outline Bible (Micah). Wheaton, IL: Tyndale House Publishers. 
Let us dive into our lesson study and learn how God dealt with His people to discipline them for their sins! 

Agony of the Prophet’s Heart: (Micah 1:1-9)
The judgements of God always begin with those of His own house (Micah1:8). Ministering to the people of Judah, the Southern Kingdom, Micah also prophesied the destruction of the Northern Kingdom of Israel by the Assyrians, and warned the Judeans that God will discipline them for their sins. Micah pointed out how the Israelites had broken the covenant and that judgment was inevitable especially for Samaria and Jerusalem because their leaders had failed to be role models, but he also promised ultimate restoration in view of God's promises to the patriarchs. He says, “I will make Samaria a heap of rubble, a place for planting vineyards. I will pour her stones into the valley and lay bare her foundations” (verse 6). 
The concept of fire and earthquake were familiar to Israel. This was not the first time wrath had come upon the house of God. Israel was called to be God’s light to the world. His justice and mercy were to shine forth through a nation of true believers. “I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring my salvation to the ends of the earth” (Isaiah 49:6 NIV). But they repeatedly ignored and strayed from the true God. 
Question: What was the effect of the messages on Micah’s life? The messages had a sobering effect on Micah’s life. Micah was primarily a prophet of the poorer, ordinary Israelites and a friend of the oppressed. Micah was concerned with personal and social righteousness (contemporary issues and social injustices), just like Amos, and Isaiah was concerned with more and larger issues covering the whole scope of history from his own day to the end times. 

He took upon himself the role of a mourner for Israel, following in the custom of sack or loincloth and often barefoot. He was concerned for the True Religion: not conformity to external rituals but the practice of righteousness in personal and social life. 

Those Who devise Iniquity: 

This was indeed a time of great peril for the chosen nation. Princes in Israel were proving untrue to their trust; false prophets were arising with messages to lead astray; even some of the priests were teaching for hire. The prophet Micah, viewing the situation, was compelled to exclaim: “The good man is perished out of the earth: and there is none upright among men.” “The best of them is a brier; the most upright is sharper than a thorn hedge.” Micah 7:2, 4 Notice the following words from The Online Bible about the corruption going on in Micah’s day:

A. Among the laity (Micah 2:1-2, 6-10)

1. They continually plot evil (Micah 2:1).

2. They practice fraud and violence (Micah 2:2).

3. They reject the Holy Spirit (Micah 2:6-7).

4. They are insolent thieves (Micah 2:8).

5. They mistreat widows and orphans (Micah 2:9-10).

B. Among the leaders (Micah 2:11; 3:1-5, 8-11)

1. They are drunken liars (Micah 2:11).

2. They hate good and love evil (Micah 3:1).

4. They despise justice (Micah 3:8-9).

5. They shed innocent blood (Micah 3:10).

6. They accept bribes (Micah 3:11).—Willmington, H. L. (1999). The Outline Bible (Micah 2:1-3:11). Wheaton, IL: Tyndale House Publishers.

Question: Where do you go for justice when the leaders of an organization are corrupt? These were the sins that threatened to bring judgement upon them. Do these accusations sound familiar? How could it be that false prophets, dishonest judges, and mercenary priests had become the norm for the land? (Micah 3:5-11)
Micah warns corrupt leaders that in the judgement they will receive measure for measure (2:4)
A New Ruler from Bethlehem: 
In Micah’s lifetime the people of Israel not only rejected God through their idol worship but also treated each other in a disgraceful fashion. They became selfish, Power-hungry businessmen who built their houses upon the broken dreams and lives of the people they oppressed. 

Micah shows a ray of hope in Micah 5:2 to all those oppressed that ‘out of a little Judean town of Bethlehem would come Someone from eternity to be a ruler in Israel who would usher a time of strength, justice, and peace (Micah 5:4-6). And it did!
Centuries later Jesus summarized keeping the Ten Commandments as loving God with all of your heart, mind, body, and soul, and loving your neighbour as yourself (Mark 12:29, 31). 

Rejecting God goes hand in hand with rejecting your fellow person. The two commandments Jesus presented are undeniably linked (see Matt. 7:20). The outward evidence of our true worship and devotion to God can be found in our dealings with those around us. 

Many in our church today seem to need a wake-up call. The dormancy of God’s people has reached a point where drastic action must be taken if we are to finish a work on this earth. 
What is Good: 

God calls people to be leaders in His church. Because the position of leadership is full of responsibility, certain guidelines are given for those in such positions. God pays special attention to the work of the leaders. Micah 6:8 is the most succinct statement in the entire Bible of God’s will for His people. It summarizes all prophetic teachings on true religion: A life displaying justice, mercy, and a close walk with God. 
Question: What is Micah actually saying in this verse? It is absolutely essential to understand the meaning of Micah 6:8. To understand what Micah is really saying, let us reverse his sequence of thoughts to study this verse, starting from the end. 
First, “Walk humbly with the Lord!” This is the cause of all other actions described. [The first four commandments]
Second, “Love mercy!” This is the first result. [The last six commandments] 

Finally, “Act justly!” This is the ultimate consequence for those who walk with God. (Adult Teacher’s Sabbath School Bible Study Guide, p. 86)
 “The man at the head of any work in God’s cause is to be a man of intelligence, a man capable of managing large interests successfully, a man of even temper, Christ-like forbearance, and perfect self-control. He only whose heart is transformed by the grace of Christ can be a proper leader.” – Ellen G. white, Medical Ministry, p. 164 
Question: How can you tell if a leader is faithful to his calling? 

Question: What lesson can leaders learn from Micah’s life and teaching? 
Micah’s life and ministry has some similarities to Christ’s life. Micah chose to live and work among the common people. His ministry was always to others. He pointed out the faults of specific groups of people, but never the institution. He always spoke with and of the authority of God. He refused to compromise his mission. He made sure that God was the authority by which he lived and taught. 
Christian humility is the most misunderstood concept. To be Christlike is to be humble. To be a good neighbour is to be humble. 

In Conclusion, what do we need to do? What does the lord ask from us? Love God. Love our neighbour. Act justly. To be just in what we do. Love mercy. To be merciful. Walk humbly with God. To be humble in the sight of God!  

God Bless You!!!
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