Lesson – 7                                       August 15, 2015                                  Gladwin Mathews 


Lesson – 7 Jesus: The Master of Missions 
Read for your study: - 2 Tim. 1:8-9; Isa. 42:1-9; Dan. 9:24-27; Luke 2:8-14; Matt. 10:5-6; Acts 1:1-14.

Memory Text: - “Again Jesus said, Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you (John 20:21 NIV). 
Introductions: - My High School English Grammar teacher always mentioned this to us while teaching grammar that you must always use the following words: What, Who, How, When, and Where to determine the action carrying subject and verb.

In the Bible, we have seen how several people through their actions of Bible Study, Prayer, and Witnessing have carried out missions. But this week’s lesson and the next are special as they focus on the activities of missionary works of Jesus Christ. So, to find out His missionary activities, we must ask the following questions:

· What exactly did Jesus want to accomplish, 

· Who was He hoping to influence, and most importantly, 

· How did He achieve success as a missionary?
· Why did Jesus have to undergo such a radical change in becoming human in order to achieve His purposes of His mission?
· Why did Jesus spend more time in healing than He did in preaching? 
· What methods of preparation were necessary for Jesus and His disciples before they set out on their missions?
· Are those methods of preparation necessary and relevant for us today before we set out on His mission? 
To explore into these questions let us dive into our study and learn! 

Jesus in the Old Testament: - The word “mission” implies being sent with a message. And the text in John 20:21implies a continuance of mission. The Father sends Jesus, and Jesus sends us. In order to continue Jesus’ mission, we must therefore know as much about His mission and His methods as we possibly can.
By whose authority was Jesus empowered for the mission of saving us from sin? Does the Old Testament bear evidence to the authenticity of Jesus’ calling? There are a number of passages in the Scriptures suggesting that God’s mission plan to deal with sin originated in the past.  

Isaiah 7:14 tells us the name ‘Immanuel’ means “God with us”, suggesting that Jesus came to dwell with us to fulfill His mission. Several other passages in the Old Testament are that look forward to the coming of the Messiah and what He would do for us. (Genesis 3:15; Isaiah 7:14; 9:6; 42:1-9; 53:1-12; 61:1-2; Daniel 9:24-27; Micah 5:2; Zechariah 9:9) 
To summarize, the Bible teaches that He will: 1) Lift up the oppressed; 2) Come at the time prophesied; 3) Forgive sin; 4) Establish justice; 5) Fulfill vision and prophecy; and 6) Rededicate the temple. God will come down to: 1) Be with us; 2) Set people free; 3) Open the eyes of the blind; 4) Bring light to the nations; and 5) Crush the head of the serpent by revealing the truth. And that is just the beginning of the list. 
Describing the mission of Jesus, Isaiah 42:1 says, “Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight; I will put my Spirit on him, and he will bring justice to the nations…

Isaiah 42:6 reveals the dual mission of the Messiah. He was to be “a covenant to the people and a light to the Gentiles”. 

Was this mission fulfilled in Jesus? (See Isaiah 42:6, 7, 61:1; Luke 4:18-21).
The Desire of Ages: - Jesus has always been the desire of ages as He is called the “desire of all nations” in Haggai 2:7. Jesus chose to identify Himself with us that He took upon Himself humanity. The universal nature of His mission was indicated and revealed at: 

· His birth–Angels gladly bore this message in their appearance to the shepherds on the night of His birth (Luke 2:8-14). They bore “good tidings of great joy, which will be to ALL PEOPLE.” v. 10

· His childhood–Simeon recognized the babe in his arms as “a light to bring revelation TO THE GENTILES” (Luke 2:32).

· His baptism–John the Baptist introduced Him as the “Lamb of God who takes away the sin OF THE WORLD!” (John 1:29). 
So, what is to be our response to all of that? Are we to have the same mission that Jesus had? 
“The missionary spirit needs to be revived in our churches. Every member of the church should study how to help forward the work of God, both in home missions and in foreign countries. Scarcely a thousandth part of the work is being done that ought to be done in missionary fields. God calls upon His workers to annex new territory for Him. There are rich fields of toil waiting for the faithful worker.—Ellen G. White, Testimonies for the Church, vol. 6, p. 29.
“Let not the youth be ignored; let them share in the labor and responsibility. Let ministers put to use all their ingenuity in devising plans whereby the young members of the church may be led to co-operate with them in missionary work....Scarcely a thousandth part of the work is being done that ought to be done in missionary fields.—Ellen White, SW, March 1902 par 10.
Mission to the Jews: - Jesus was born and raised as a Jewish male. He accepted and lived according to the Jewish culture. He ministered in that culture and focused most of His ministry on the Jewish people. He wanted to awaken them to their place, purpose, and role in God’s mission for all humanity. God wanted His chosen people to be “wells of salvation” to those around them.  He even sent the twelve disciples saying, “Do not go into the way of the Gentiles, and do not enter a city of the Samaritans. But go rather to ‘the lost sheep of the house of Israel.’ Matthew 10:5, 6 NKJV.  Thus He ministered to them in a wholistic approach that their both physical needs as well as the spiritual needs were met. But they did not understand His mission. 
How important is this wholistic approach to missionary work today? Shouldn’t we be going back to Jesus’s directions for our mission? 

The Great Commission and Mission to the Gentiles: - Though Jesus began His ministry among the Jews, His ministry was not restricted to them. He was very clear about His mission to others too. He demonstrated it clearly with the Samaritan woman at the well, and the Roman Centurion who showed great faith in Him. 

In Matthew 5:13, 14 He spoke to the people being the ‘light of the world’. Even John the Baptist recognized His world – wide mission when he said, “Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.” John 1:29 
How much do we know about what Jesus and His disciples did between His resurrection and His ascension? During the forty days between His resurrection and His ascension to heaven, Jesus concentrated on drawing His disciples to the worldwide stage of evangelism. Soon this flame for worldwide evangelism was caught on by the disciples through the Great Commission and under the power of the Holy Spirit, the apostles went out across the world. 
Paul travelled extensively and established many congregations. Peter was ministered primarily to the Jewish people but later to some of the same areas covered by Paul. We know a little about Phillip’s work in Samaria and with the Ethiopian. Matthew apparently traveled to Ethiopia; Thomas to India. 

Early church fathers say that besides writing the Gospel, Matthew primarily ministered to the Hebrews. Later, he may have traveled to places such as Ethiopia, Persia, Parthia, Macedonia, and Syria. Clement of Alexandria said that Matthew lived on a vegetarian diet. While it is possible that he died a martyr’s death as recorded by some, others suggest that he died a normal death. (Brief summary of material from the International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, Revised)

We have been entrusted with the Gospel Commission and are sent out as ambassadors or missionaries. Our goal is to bring others to Christ. Jesus did not just preach His message to people; He lived it. He ministered to every need that He saw. 
In our day, there may be risks of focusing too much on a social gospel or focusing too much only on individual salvation. We must be people oriented. We must combine our saving message with the healing message. We must follow Christ’s methods of reaching the people.

“Christ’s method alone will give true success in reaching the people. The Saviour mingled with men as one who desired their good. He showed His sympathy for them, ministered to their needs, and won their confidence. Then He bade them, “Follow Me.” There is need of coming close to the people by personal effort. If less time were given to sermonizing, and more time were spent in personal ministry, greater results would be seen.—Ellen G. White, The Ministry of Healing, p. 143.3-4.
Are we prepared and capable of bringing people into the family of God? If we were sent out today, what would we do? Let us learn from Jesus: our Master of Missions!!!
God Bless you!!!
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