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Lesson – 7 (Qtr – 3, 2018) Paul’s First Missionary Journey

Introduction: - Antioch, a gentile city, also sometimes called the “queen of the East,” was the third largest city in the Roman Empire of those days. There were few Jewish Christians in this city who had been spreading the gospel but only to the Jews. Then came those missionaries from Libya (Cyrene) and Cyprus; when they reached Antioch, they began spreading the gospel openly to non-Jews. And we do not even know the names of those first Christian missionaries to the Gentiles! 
The excitement that developed in the church at Antioch as a result of the conversion of non-Jews led the church in Jerusalem to send Barnabas to see what was happening. Barnabas, himself a Hellenistic Jew from Cyprus, soon recognized that God was at work in the church at Antioch. He needed more help. Then, he remembered that Paul was not far away in the city of Tarsus. This evangelistic duo of Barnabas and Paul caused a great surge in the membership of the church at Antioch. 

What do you think would have happened if those Hellenistic Jews had not gone to Antioch and preached to the Gentiles? If there had not been an explosive growth in the church among Gentile believers in Antioch, might Barnabas have remained in Jerusalem? Would Barnabas have even called Paul to help? Would we ever have heard of Paul? Let’s dive into our lesson study and find out! 
A  Antioch. Acts 13:1-3.

· Preparing for the journey.
· Based on what we know of the history of the early Christian church, it seems clear that Antioch became the new headquarters for the Christian church. It was at Antioch that followers of Jesus were first called Christians. (See Acts 11:26.) 
· After some time of prayer and fasting, the Holy Spirit commanded the church in Antioch to send the first missionary team: Barnabas and Saul. The church gave them authority for this mission by laying hands on them.

B  Salamis and Paphos. Acts 13:4-12.

· Elymas and Sergius, opposition and conversion.
· Paul and Barnabas sailed to Salamis on the island of Cyprus. No doubt, they visited synagogues and preached the gospel to various groups on the way. Barnabas himself, of course, was from Cyprus; it is possible they visited his home town. Paul and Barnabas took with them John Mark, the cousin of Barnabas. (Acts 15:39; Colossians 4:10) We do not know exactly what success Paul and Barnabas had in visiting those first few synagogues in Cyprus. But, there was enough excitement that when they arrived in Paphos, the local Roman governor of the island, SergiusPaulus, welcomed these two visitors and asked them to explain their mission. 
· But, even there, the Devil tried to interrupt the mission. A Jewish sorcerer named Elymas (in Greek) or Bar-Jesus tried to oppose their work.
· Elymas was a Jewish sorcerer who opposed them in Cyprus.

· The proconsul, Sergius Paulus, was interested in the Gospel. He finally accepted it after Elymas became blind in the presence of Paul.

C  Pisidian Antioch. Acts 13:13-52.

· Paul’s preaching.
· From Paphos the team sailed to Perga in Pamphylia where two significant changes took place. The young John Mark, faced with new difficulties and beginning to realize how challenging the mission would be, left the team and went back home. It was here that Mark, overwhelmed with fear and discouragement, wavered for a time in his purpose to give himself wholeheartedly to the Lord’s work. Unused to hardships, he was disheartened by the perils and privations of the way. He had labored with success under favorable [170] circumstances; but now, amidst the opposition and perils that so often beset the pioneer worker, he failed to endure hardness as a good soldier of the cross. He had yet to learn to face danger and persecution and adversity with a brave heart. As the apostles advanced, and still greater difficulties were apprehended, Mark was intimidated and, losing all courage, refused to go farther and returned to Jerusalem.—Ellen G. White, Acts of the Apostles* 169.2-170.0. 
· How many of us would be willing to set out on a journey like that, not knowing what would happen and recognizing that we could potentiallyhave ourlives threatened? Paul recognized that it would not be easy. In fact, he had been told by Ananias back when he was baptized in Damascus that it would not be easy. 
· They were invited to preach in Antioch’s synagogue on the first Sabbath they stayed there. Paul preached on three main points:

(1) God had guided His people from Egypt to David’s time (v. 17-22)

(2) Jesus had fulfilled the messianic promises (v. 23-37)

(3) Paul called on the people to accept the salvation Jesus offers (v. 38-41)

· The reaction of Jews and Gentiles.
· In orderto better understand what happened, we need to recognize that a number of Gentiles in the Mediterranean world were attracted by the religion of the Jews. The Jews believed in a single God, they had a healthy lifestyle, and they maintained a meaningful worship service on Sabbath. A large number of Gentiles were attracted and joined various synagogues in many places. But, for various reasons, they were reluctant to accept the Jewish practice of circumcision. Many considered it a barbaric and disgusting practice. Those people who regularly attended the synagogues and accepted most of the Jewish religion, but did not become fully-Jewish converts by becoming circumcised, became known as God-fearers. It was probably that group of people that went forth from that Sabbath sermon to tell theirfellow citizens of Antioch about Paul’s message. A great excitement was stirred up, and nearly everyone in the town went to hear Paul speak the next Sabbath. 
· There were some Gentiles in the synagogue when Paul preached. They had not fully accepted Judaism, possibly because they were being pressured to be circumcised.

· They shared the Good News with their families and friends. The next Sabbath, “almost the whole city came together” to hear Paul preaching.

· The Jews became jealous because the Gentiles were accepting the Gospel, so they threw Paul and Barnabas out of the city.

D  Iconium. Acts 14:1-7.

· Working for Israel.

· The apostles arrived in Iconium and followed the same method they had used in Antioch, preaching to the Jews first.
· Opposition did not arise as quickly in Iconium as it had in Antioch. The apostles spent some time there. Once again, while many both of Jews and Gentiles were attracted by the message, others were vehemently opposed. 
· As a result of that, “a great multitude both of the Jews and of the Greeks believed.” 
· But the Jews who didn’t believe caused problems again. When Paul and Barnabas got the message that their enemies were planning to stone them, they quickly left the city of Iconium and went to Lystra and Derbe. 
·  Paul and Barnabas had to flee from that city to avoid being lynched!

· Most of the Jews rejected the Gospel, but Paul never lost hope that many Jews would accept Jesus (Romans 9-11)

E  Lystra and Derbe. Acts 14:8-20.

· Working among the Gentiles.
· We do not know what kind of miracles were performed inPerga, Antioch, or Iconium. (Acts 15:12) But, in Lystra an important miracle did take place. 
· In Lystra, Paul met a cripple who had faith enough to be healed. When the Lycaonians saw the miracle, they thought Paul and Barnabas were gods who had become human.

· Paul was stoned, but he miraculously survived.
· How many of us would be willing to continue our missionary efforts after being stoned? Paul and Barnabas moved on to Derbe where they won many disciples. (Acts 14:21-26) Then, theywent back through Lystra, Iconium, andAntioch, strengthening the churches, appointing elders, and establishing new Christian congregations. Finally, they returned to the coast and preached in Perga and Attila; and then, they sailed back to Antioch in Syria. 
F  Return to Antioch. Acts 14:21-28.

· Consolidating the churches.

· Why didn’t they return directly to Antioch?

· They wanted to consolidate the new churches by encouraging and strengthening the new believers.

· Back in Antioch, they related the events of their journey to the church. All the believers rejoiced together.
· In our story so far, we must recognize that John Mark had been a disappointment. But, Barnabas was willing to overlook his former mistakes and invite him to join them when they went on their next journey. Paul was adamantly opposed to that idea. (See Acts 15:37.) 
· However, three important things need to be remembered about John Mark’s subsequent ministry: 
· 1) He apparently was closely associated with Peter for some time; 
· 2) At the end of his life, Paul recognized his usefulness and said: “Get Mark and bring him with you, for he is useful to me for ministry” (2 Timothy 4:11, NKJV*);  
· 3) While in Rome where Paul and Peter were in prison, John Mark, working with Peter, wrote that first Gospel which we call Mark. 
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