Lesson – 7                                         November 12, 2011                Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 7 The Road to Faith
Read for your study: Gal. 3:21–25; Lev. 18:5; Rom. 3:9–19; 1 Cor. 9:20; Rom. 3:1, 2; 8:1–4.

Memory Text: “Scripture imprisoned everything under sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe” (Galatians 3

HYPERLINK "http://mobile.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Phil+2:2":22, ESV).

Introduction: All of us like to travel and have taken trips far and near either going on a vacation or for some conference meetings or may be for something else. And some of us may have lost our way too, in spite of all the modern gadgets like GPS etc. It is not a wonderful experience when you get lost. It is a time wasting experience. It fills us with fear and anxiety; it can lead us to moments of panic, as well says the author. 
Question: What about the road in our spiritual life? It is the same in our spiritual life!  
In Genesis 12:1 God told Abraham, "Go forth from your country, and from your relatives and from your father's house, to the land which I will show you." Thus began Abraham's journey of faith on the road to faith. Much like Abraham, as Christians we all take a journey of faith experiencing life in a number of different ways when we accept Jesus Christ as Lord and saviour. This journey of faith involves every experience in life both good and bad, daily step by step which sometimes may discourage us and cause us to lose focus and lose our way to eternal life. 
Abraham learned many lessons on this road to faith in both his victories and defeats along life's pathway. Both tears of joy and sorrow had prepared him well for his ultimate crisis of faith. When his dearly beloved son inquired about the sacrificial lamb, Abraham responded, "Jehovah-Jireh ... God will provide!"

Presidential candidate Rick Perry, in his address to students at Liberty said, “My faith journey is not the story of someone who turned to God because I wanted to.” “It was because I had nowhere else to turn.

“I spent many a night pondering my purpose, talking to God, wondering what to do with this one life among the billions that were on the planet. What I learned as I wrestled with God is that I didn’t have to have all the answers, that they would be revealed to me in due time and that I needed to trust him.”

So there is hope! God has not left us alone to ourselves. He knew that we would need directions on the road to faith in our spiritual journey of faith. He has mapped out the road to faith, as revealed in the gospel, and that path includes the law.
Commenting on the Gospel and the Law Ellen White writes, “The law and the gospel go hand in hand. The one is the complement of the other. The law without faith in the gospel of Christ cannot save the transgressor of law. The gospel without the law is inefficient and powerless. The law and the gospel are a perfect whole. The Lord Jesus laid the foundation of the building, and He lays "the headstone thereof with shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it." Zech. 4:7. He is the Author and Finisher of our faith, the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last. The two blended--the gospel of Christ and the law of God--produce the love and faith unfeigned. – Ellen G. White 1888 Materials, p. 783.  Let us dive into our study! 

The Law and the Promise: Read Galatians 3:21
When Abraham made his venture of faith, God made His great promises to and with him. God’s promises (Gen 12:7, 13:15, 17:7, 22:18, 24:7) had been given to Abraham and ratified by his acts of faith. The basis of the covenant and its ratifications was based on faith. It was faith which set Abraham right with God. (See Gen.17:7,8 & 22:18).
Paul had his concerns over the issue of Salvation of the Galatians. It seems that they were missing the connection between the Law and the covenant or promise of God with Abraham. The Galatians believed that the law was able to give them spiritual life. They had forgotten the superiority of the promise. 
The covenant with Abraham was superior in nature. Because of the superior nature of the covenant with Abraham, Paul raises the question in Galatians 3:21 “Is the law, therefore, opposed to the promises of God? Absolutely not! For if a law had been given that could impart life, then righteousness would certainly have come by the law.” Paul has indicated that the inheritance is due to promise not Law and that makes the law inferior to promise. Does that mean the law is an enemy of the promises? The respond is Paul’s familiar "God forbid." 
The law and the promise are not opposed to each other but work together. The law’s objective is to lead the sinner to Christ and His gracious promise, and forsake trusting one’s own goodness. The promise’s objective is to save the repentant law breaker. They are not in conflict but work together. Backing up two verses tells us, “It was added because of transgressions, till the Seed should come to whom the promise was made; and it was ordained by angels in the hand of a mediator.” 

One of the major points made through Israel's experiences with the Old Covenant was the absolute need of a Savior. Neither the covenant nor the law possessed the power to give life, of and by themselves. The Old Covenant—we might say "the law"—could teach. It could guide. It could correct. It could condemn. It could make a person feel guilty. But it could not give life! That is why Paul said, if there had been a law made that can do this, this would have been the one. 

In another words, what Paul is saying here is: Life comes only from life. Life comes only from pre-existing life. It has to come from a Living Savior who gives life. It cannot come from the law. The promises made to Abraham are fulfilled in Christ. Galatians needed faith in that saviour if they were ever going to be released from the bondage imposed by their own transgressions. But nowhere is Paul saying here that the Savior does away with the laws of God. Righteousness—and therefore life—cannot come through the law. They must come through faith in the Savior.
“Kept under Law” : 

The law can never make man spiritually alive nor regenerate him. If the law could give life then justification would be by law and Jesus Christ would never have died on the cross. But this is not the case for Christ did die to justify man. The purpose of the law is not to justify but show man’s condemnation as verse 22 indicates. 
In Galatians 3:23, Paul writes that “before faith came, we were kept under the law.” The phrase “under the Law” is used by Paul about twelve times in his letters to Romans, 1 Corinthians and Galatians. 

King James Version uses the word "kept." But in the margin of the Bible, it says "guarded." The Old Covenant is viewed by Paul as a guardian. If you look this word up in something like Vine's New Testament Words, you will find that this word "kept" means guarded, or in custody. 

The Old Covenant or the Law was to guard, or to protect, Israel from the gross idolatries of the pagan nations around them. This is certainly true, because it showed them God's way in contrast to the nations around them; and then, when Christ came, they were released from that guardianship. They were no longer ‘under the law” but justified by grace – because they believed that the sacrifice for their sins would be made in the future by the Messiah.

Hebrews 10:7-9 "...to do Your will, O God.'" Above when He said, "Sacrifice and offering and burnt offerings and offering for sin You would not, neither had pleasure therein"; which are offered by the law; Then said He, "Lo, I come to do Your will, O God." He takes away the first [covenant], that He may establish the second” (which is the sacrifice of Christ).

This does not mean that there were no sins forgiven during that period of time—let us say from Moses to Christ—because there were sins forgiven. David's sins were forgiven. But how? Just like Abel, just like Abraham, David, and all others who lived during the period of time and looked forward in faith for the (promise) Sacrifice that would come. 

Application today:  What they looked forward to, we look back on as an already accomplished fact. Christ died for our sins and our sins are forgiven by the same way that their sins were forgiven. They looked forward to it, and we look back on it. We are forgiven—justified—by grace through faith in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. So were they. The only difference is that they looked forward to it and we look backward on it as something already accomplished. Therefore, we become children of Abraham once we are justified by faith in Christ's sacrifice. So you see that the Abrahamic Covenant and the promises God made are still in effect. God is going to fulfill those promises. How? In Galatians 3:26-29 Paul tells, “For you are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus…And if you be Christ's, then are you Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise.
The Law as our “guard” and our “schoolmaster”: 
According to Galatians 3: 23-24 what is the role of the Law? First, it is to keep us or guard us. The KJV says, “Schoolmaster.” Secondly, it confines us or encloses us in our sinful condition by pointing out where we have failed to keep the law. The Law is very good and shows us that we are sinners. Paul believed that the Law was good as he says in Romans 7:12, “So then, the law is holy, and the commandment is holy, righteous and good.” Thus, the Law becomes our “guard.”
Paul further describes Law with a very interesting Greek word.  The Greek word paidagogos has been translated as schoolmaster, disciplinarian, tutor, trainer, teacher, guide, the one in charge of us, a slave to look after us, even custodian, babysitter, child conductor, or guardian. 
The paidagogos was a slave in Roman society who was placed in a position of authority over his master's sons from the time they turned six or seven until they reached maturity. The paidagogos also was responsible for making sure the master’s sons went to school and did their homework. These paidagogoi tended to be very strict disciplinarians. 

But what makes the parallel so interesting is that the paidagogos was not permanent. The boy would become a man and have his day of freedom. Then the relationship changed and the paidagogos had no more authority or control.
This describes the Law’s duty. It watches over us and guides towards grace. The law demonstrates that we are a prisoner to sin until we embrace Christ through faith.
Question: Does the law rebuke and condemn us as sinners by pointing out our sins? 
The law was added to point out sin and provide instruction. In the book 1SM 233, 234, it is very clear that while all law serves this function to a certain degree, it is especially the moral law to which Paul was referring. Isn’t it the moral law that points out our sins. The law has a function very similar to that of a mirror. It can even function as a magnifying glass. It makes our sins, trespasses, and mistakes very apparent. 

“In this Scripture [Gal. 3:24], the Holy Spirit through the apostle is speaking especially of the moral law. The law reveals sin to us, and causes us to feel our need of Christ and to flee unto Him for pardon and peace by exercising repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.”—Ellen G. White, Selected Messages, book 1, p. 234. 
Conclusion: 

· The promise and the law work together for the same end.
· The promise is fulfilled, Christ has come, and we can be grace-oriented believers. What God promised to give his people, the forgiveness of sin, a righteousness which justifies, the blessings of the promise given to Abraham’s children, are freely given to those who trust the Savior. 
· The law is a transcript of God’s character, by obeying the law we simply reflect His character. But more than that, we follow not just a set of rules but the example of Jesus, who does for us what the law itself, could never do: He writes the law on our hearts (Heb. 8:10) and makes it possible for the righteous requirement of the law to be fulfilled in us (Rom. 8:4).
· “The law of ten commandments is not to be looked upon as much from the prohibitory side, as from the mercy side. Its prohibitions are the sure guarantee of happiness in obedience. As received in Christ, it works in us the purity of character that will bring joy to us through eternal ages. To the obedient it is a wall of protection.”—Ellen G. White, Selected Messages, book 1, p. 235.
Nowhere does God say that the laws that define sin are done away. On the contrary, the One who made the New Covenant possible said that not one jot or tittle was going to pass from the law until all was fulfilled.

God's moral and spiritual laws have been from eternity, and an agreement between Him and mere man is not going to do away with them. You cannot show the characteristics of God unless you know the way that He lives; and He lives according to His law, which describes Him. Jesus Christ has set that example for us. 

Appeal: Let us continue to live a life that is pleasing to Him (1 Thess. 4:1.). Paul refers to this as walking in the Spirit (Gal. 5:18). The plan of salvation given by God provides a way for us to move forward on the ‘road to faith’ by following Christ. It is God's plan that by studying the life of Christ, we may behold and become changed. 
God Bless You!!!
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