Lesson – 7                                      February 16, 2013                              Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 7 Through a Glass, Darkly 
Read for your study:  Job 12:10;1 Cor. 6:19, 20; Gen. 3:17; John 12:31; 1 Cor. 1:18-21.

Memory Text: “For the wisdom of this world is foolishness in God’s sight. As it is written: ‘He catches the wise in their craftiness’” (1 Corinthians 3:19, NIV).

Introduction: 

1 Corinthians 13:12 contains the phrase in Greek βλεπομεν γαρ αρτι δι εσοπτρου εν αινιγματι (blepomen gar arti di esoptrou en ainigmati), which is translated in the KJV as "For now we see through a glass, darkly."  This passage has inspired the titles of many works such as, in 1961 Ingmar Bergman wrote and directed a Swedish film (Sasom i en spegel) in which four family members act as mirrors for each other. The title is from a biblical passage (1 Corinthians 13) in which seeing through a glass darkly refers to our understanding of God when we are alive; the view will only be clear when we die. The Swedish title literally means As in a Mirror, which is how the passage reads in a 1917 Swedish translation of the Bible. Of course, this is just a movie and not our understanding of the passage.
However, the word εσοπτρου ("esoptrou", from εσοπτροv, "esoptron") here translated glass is ambiguous, possibly referring to a mirror or a lens. Influenced by Strong's Concordance, many modern translations conclude that this word refers specifically to a mirror. Example English language translations include:

· Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror (NIV). 
· What we see now is like a dim image in a mirror (Good News Bible)

Paul's usage is in keeping with rabbinic use of the term in Hebrew אספקלריה (aspaklaria), a borrowing from the Latin specularia referring to speculation. 

Rabbi Judah ben Ilai (2nd century) was quoted as saying "All the prophets had a vision of God as He appeared through nine specula" while "Moses saw God through one speculum.”  The Talmud states similarly "All the prophets gazed through a speculum that does not shine, while Moses our teacher gazed through a speculum that shines." 
U.S. President Barack Obama made a reference of verse 11 in his inaugural address to the nation on January 20, 2009. (The New York Times. 20 January 2009.)  "We remain a young nation, but in the words of Scripture, the time has come to set aside childish things."  
What do we understand by these words and phrases in Greek, Latin and Hebrew? It simply means we don’t yet see things clearly. When our natural eyes create a blurred image of whatever we are looking at it is called astigmatism. The word didn’t exist in Paul’s time but this is what he is describing when it comes to trying to understand or make sense of life’s circumstances. We suffer from mental astigmatism—our mental vision of what happens in our lives is often blurred. 

God’s creation is wonderful and majestic but still a mystery. We see it “through a glass darkly.” Our vision of that creation week is still blurred. Do we really believe that God created everything? How much does God intend for us to learn through nature and science?  In this lesson we will focus on how God has revealed himself to us in the past? Let us dive into our study and learn! 

The Earth is the Lord’s: 
The Psalmist wrote, "The earth is the Lord's, and the fullness thereof; the world and those who dwell therein." (Psalm 24: 1) What does the creation or environment have to do with religious faith? The Psalmist would reply, "What is there that does NOT have to do with religious faith?" Religious faith is inclusive of all things, all things living and non living, "all things bright and beautiful, all creatures great and small, all things wise and wonderful: The Lord God made them all." 
This world is not ours. "This is our Father's world". Before the universe was so much as a twinkling in God's eye, it was God's. God brought this world into being. God is the source of all life.  The world and all living beings are related to God as creation, creature, and Creator. The earth is the Lord's. Nothing falls outside of God's interest, God's compassionate care, and God's will for his creatures and creation, including the way the Creator's creatures use or misuse the creation. 

The Lord has given the earth to men and women for their use and enjoyment, but the earth is still the Lord's. Traditionally stated, we are the stewards of God’s Creation. 

A Fallen World: 
God created and designed our universe specifically how He wanted it. He made every creature, including us perfectly. This does not make God responsible for evil. A God of love allowed us the freedom to make our own choices. As a result of freedom, first of all Lucifer and then all the rest of us followed him in our rebellion against God. But God’s response was the plan of redemption. Now we belong to God twice: He created us, and He redeemed us.
Question: How was the earth cursed? Did God curse Cain and the ground? Ellen white tells us that “In the days of Noah a double curse was resting upon the earth in consequence of Adam’s transgression and of the murder committed by Cain.”—Ellen G. White, Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 90.1.
First of all, God told Adam that he would have to work hard and fight with thorns and thistles to produce enough food for himself and his family. As a result of Cain’s sin, God told him: “When you work the ground, it will no longer yield its crops for you. You will be a restless wanderer on the earth.” (Genesis 4:12)  Thus, the ground was cursed. 

After the flood, the curse continued and our earth’s topography was changed due to the flood.  Many parts of our world have become uninhabitable and the soil a waste land, unproductive due to erosion. 
We continue to see the results of the curse on the land and sinful world in the in the natural watering system which existed before the flood. Dew from heaven and water from beneath the ground irrigated the land. Now we have to depend on the rain and artificial irrigation system. 
But soon this curse will be removed as Paul says in Romans 8:19-21, “The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed. For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God.” 
The Ruler of this World: 
In our lesson we had discussed that God is our Creator and He is our Redeemer. So, the world belongs to God, both by Creation as well as by Redemption. But there is another reality of Satan who claims to be the ruler of this world. Both, Jesus and Paul have made it clear that the one who claims to be the ruler of this world has been judged. But we still have a battle to fight, for John calls Satan the ‘prince of this world’. John 12:31 , 14:30, 16:11
Whatever the phrase “the prince of this world” means, it’s clear that in this role Satan still exerts a powerful and destructive influence on the earth, says the author.
Job 1:7 gives a short narrative where the Lord asks Satan, ‘where had he come from?’ And Satan answered Him saying, “From roaming throughout the earth, going back and forth on it.” So, we can see that Satan does have the ability to cause great destruction in the natural world. 
Satan is the current god of this world until Christ returns. In John 18:36 Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jews. But now my kingdom is from another place.” NIV

Paul identified who was the god of this world and warned that it was Satan who blinded the world to the glorious gospel of Christ. “And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.” 2 Corinthians 4:3-4 NIV Paul also admonishes us to ‘put on the armor of God’ for our battle is against the devil. Eph. 6:11 Peter stated that a Christian’s enemy is the devil. “Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.” 1 Peter 5: 8 
The reason Satan is the current ruler of this world goes back to the Garden of Eden. When Adam and Eve disobeyed God and ate of the Tree of Good and evil, they allowed Satan to rule them instead of God. They yielded to the lies of the serpent and thus started the process of the whole world being under Satan’s control. 1 John 5:19 … the whole world is under the control of the evil one. NIV
The “Wisdom” of this world: 
We esteem the wisdom of great scholars, scientists and intellectuals, but to God, their humanistic reasoning is foolishness.  God has warned us not to follow “the wisdom of this world, nor of the princes of this world, that come to nothing” (I Corinthians 2:6). 
Question: Why should we waste precious time in teaching our students or our congregations the wisdom of this world that not only is false and harmful, but is soon coming to nothing? 
The only valid reason at all for doing so is to teach them what’s wrong with it, so that they can “be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh” (I Peter 3:15). 
Speaking to the Corinthians Paul admonished them saying, “Do not deceive yourselves. If any one of you thinks he is wise by the standards of this age, he should become a “fool” so that he may become wise. For the wisdom of this world is foolishness in God’s sight. As it is written: “He catches the wise in their craftiness”; and again, “The Lord knows that the thoughts of the wise are futile.” (I Corinthians 3:18-20). 
Through the Eye of Faith: 
The earth is spinning on its axis at a speed of over 1000 miles per hour at this very moment. Yet we have no sensation of motion. At the same time, the earth is rotating around the sun at a speed of 66,000 miles per hour. Do you feel anything? The earth is moving at an incredible speed but we do not perceive it. Einstein made this point by striking two consecutive blows with his fist and saying, "Between those two strokes, we traveled thirty miles." Incredible motion with no perception! Yet we accept by faith that it is nevertheless true. 
The Apostle Paul defines faith as "being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see" (Hebrews 11:1). John Wesley paraphrases this verse: "Faith is the power to see into the world of spirits, into things invisible and eternal. It is the power to understand those things which are not perceived by worldly senses." ( John Wesley, The Nature of Spiritual Growth (Minneapolis: Bethany House Publishers, 1977), insert mine, p. 188. 

We tend to base everything on what our five senses tell us. And since the spiritual world is not subject to any of these, our faith is often weak and impotent. Sin has so clouded the lenses of our hearts that we cannot see that other reality, the City of God, shining around us, says A.W.Tozer. 
The eye of faith, however, perceives this unseen reality. Tozer is right when he says that "a spiritual kingdom lies all about us, enclosing us, embracing us, altogether within reach of our inner selves, waiting for us to recognize it. God Himself is here waiting our response to His Presence. This eternal world will come alive to us the moment we begin to reckon upon its reality. A. W. Tozer, The Pursuit of God (Wheaton: Tyndale House Publishers, n.d.), p. 52.
Illustration: Let us look into the story of Elisha in 2 Kings 6:8-23. Elisha found himself in a situation where he was completely surrounded by enemy troops, yet he remained calm and relaxed. His servant, however, must have been climbing the walls at the sight of this hostile army with vicious-looking warriors and innumerable battle-chariots on every side.
Undisturbed Elisha said to him: "Don't be afraid. Those who are with us are more than those who are with them" (2 Kings 6:16). Elisha then prayed to God, "'O Lord, open his eyes so he may see.' Then the Lord opened the servant's eyes, and he looked and saw the hills full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha" (2 Kings 6:17). God was protecting Elisha and his servant with a whole army of magnificent angelic beings!

The reason Elisha never let his feathers get ruffled was because he was "sure of what he hoped for and certain of what he did not see" (cf. Hebrews 11:1). Unlike many Christians today, Elisha was not a slave to the visible and the tangible. 
How is our experience in faith? Do we wait for the visible and tangible to believe? Or do we believe in the unseen through the eye of faith? 
God bless you!!!
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