Lesson – 8                                    November 23, 2013                              Gladwin Mathews 


Lesson – 8 Christ, Our Priest
Read for your study: - Ps. 110:1–5; Gen. 14:18–20; Heb. 7:1–3; Rom. 8:31–34; 1 Tim. 2:4–6; Heb. 8:6; Heb. 2:17-18; Heb. 3:6; Heb. 10:1–14.
Memory Text: - “Now the main point in what has been said is this: we have such a high priest, who has taken His seat at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, a minister in the sanctuary and in the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, not man” (Hebrews 8:1, 2, NASB)
Introduction: - The Epistle to the Hebrews says, “In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe. The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.” Hebrews 1:1-3 
The Epistle to the Hebrews sets forth the finality of the revelation and salvation provided by God through His Son Jesus Christ. Christ, in the twofold capacity of sacrifice and priest, is shown to be the complete fulfillment of all the Old Testament types and ceremonies shadowed forth in the earthly sanctuary. 

Jesus Christ offered Himself to God to be a sacrifice for sin. Following His resurrection and ascension, Christ entered into another phase of the plan of redemption (Hebrews 2:17), to minister at the right hand of the Father in the heavenly sanctuary as High Priest and Mediator between God and man (Hebrews 8:1, 2).  In both aspects of His ministry Christ is engaged in the work of reconciliation or atonement.
This week’s lesson will focus on the heavenly sanctuary and the role of Christ as our High Priest. Hebrews 4:14 says, “We have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God.” 
Our High Priest: - The offering of Himself as a sacrifice and the entering upon His priestly ministry in heaven belong together. The first duty of a priest is to offer sacrifices: “Every high priest is selected from among men and is appointed to represent them in matters related to God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. He is able to deal gently with those who are ignorant and are going astray, since he himself is subject to weakness.” Hebrews 5:1-5 
Every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices; and so it was necessary for this also to have something to offer.” Hebrews 8:3  
Jesus was the Passover Lamb on the Cross. The High Priest presented himself as the sacrifice. But this function does not continue in the heavenly sanctuary as sacrifice is not part of Christ’s work before the throne of God, where he is a Priest forever. 
“But because Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent priesthood (Heb. 7:24). Christ offered Himself once for all when He offered up Himself (see Heb. 9:12, 25, 26). This is not to be repeated. By that one sacrifice Christ has "obtained eternal redemption for us" (Heb. 9:11-15).
By virtue of that one perfect sacrifice for sin, Christ now exercises His priestly ministry at the right hand of the Father, presenting and representing His people here on earth. He has been exalted to a position in the heavenly sanctuary as High Priest, transcending everything that took place in the earthly sanctuary. In His exalted position He is the King of righteousness because of His sinless life, and priest forever after the order of Melchizedek, the "one mediator between God and man" (1 Tim. 2:5).
Question: - why does the Bible call Jesus a High Priest in the order of Melchizedek? We know virtually nothing about the priesthood of Melchizedek. We know nothing about his family line or what his religious background was. The Bible does not provide much information about Melchizedek. All that we know from the Scriptures is that he served–at least briefly–as a kind of priest to Abraham and that he is known as the king of righteousness (Melchizedek) and the king of peace (Salem). Apparently, he was the king of Jerusalem during the time of Abraham. 

However, there seem to be at least two main reasons: 1) Melchizedek was both a king and a priest. Jesus came from the tribe of Judah and was of the lineage of David–the kingly line. But, according to Jewish thinking, He was not eligible to be a priest. To be a priest one needed to be from the tribe of Levi, specifically, from the line of Aaron. By comparing Christ and Melchizedek, the author of Hebrews 10 was suggesting that He is qualified to be both King and Priest. 2) Since Abraham offered to pay tithe to Melchizedek, the implication is that he was prior to and even superior to Abraham in some ways; and thus, superior to either Levi or Aaron. (Hebrews 7:4-10) By suggesting that Jesus was in the order of Melchizedek, the author of Hebrews could claim that Jesus came from a higher order priesthood even than that of Aaron.
Advocate and Intercessor: - The over-all function of a high priest is to mediate between God and man. The need for this mediatorial system both in type and antitype arose because of the alienation that resulted from sin. Satan had tempted and persuaded Adam and Eve to shift their center of trust and loyalty from God to themselves. From that time man has been the center of his own world. All men begin life with this alienation from God, which they inherit from Adam.
Had God chosen to leave man in his isolation he would have been eternally lost. But God stretched out His hand in the person of His Son and sought to reconcile man to God. In Christ God brings man back to Himself. To accomplish this, Jesus Christ became the atonement for sin, man's divine mediator. In the Levitical earthly sanctuary services animals were sacrificed. Christ voluntarily “humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross” (Phil. 2:8). 

Christ our High Priest "has entered, not that sanctuary made by men's hands, but heaven itself, to appear now before God on our behalf" (Heb. 9: 24, N.E.B.). In Christ the believer is invited to come boldly to the throne of grace. In Him "we have boldness and access with confidence by the faith of Him" (Eph. 3: 12). 
Christ mediates an eternal redemption to those who believe in Him. He gives repentance. He ministers forgiveness and takes away sin. He offers what man desperately needs. He alone meets the spiritual wants of men. Because He is the Son of God who became man, He is fitted in all ways to be man's Saviour and Advocate before our heavenly Father. He knows the Father as no other being does and is fully acquainted with the character of God. 
So our divine Advocate promotes the glory of God, the good of His people, the honor of the law. He advocates the cause of God and man more powerfully and righteously than could ever be done by any other being in the universe. 

Question: - What is the nature of Christ’s priestly work in heaven? Since Christ has offered himself as sacrifice ‘once for all’, he can no longer offer sacrifices in heaven. His work now is that of intercession: Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them (Heb. 7:25). 
The literal meaning of the word is "to pass between." It denotes mediating between two parties with a view to reconciling differences. The New Testament word intercession includes every form of acting in behalf of another, particularly the supplicating in favor of man with God. While on earth Christ interceded in the form of prayer to His Father (John 17:9-11). 
He is also our advocate. "if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous" (1 John 2:1). 

Mediator: - An advocate is one who appears in a court of justice to represent the person accused, an attorney for the defense. He is the mediator between the person accused and the judge. Christ our Advocate does not plead our innocence before God, for no man is innocent before God. He does plead His own merits because the sinner can make no claim on His own behalf. So Christ is said to "appear in the presence of God for us" (Heb. 9:24). In the hour of his trial and martyrdom, Stephen looked up to his divine Intercessor. 
“He, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up steadfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God. And said, Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing on the right hand of God” (Acts 7:55, 56). 
Even the high priest of the earthly sanctuary carried the names of the tribes engraved on his breastplate when he went into the presence of God, so Christ carries us upon His heart. Nothing can exceed the warmth and the love of our Lord's work for us before the Father. The Father never fails to hear His Son. He pleads and mediates between God the Father and man. 
Christ is called the one Mediator between God and man. Through Christ’s position as Mediator, salvation and knowledge of truth are universally available (1 Tim. 2:4). 
The Great High Priest: - In the earthly sanctuary, the High Priest played a key role in the work of intercession through the blood. Similarly, the shed blood of Christ plays a key role in the work of intercession. Christ intercedes by virtue of His sacrifice. It is Christ's blood in heaven that cries to God on our behalf. 

In the midst of the throne of God, Christ stands "a lamb as it had been slain" (Rev. 5:6). "When I see the blood, I will pass over," He said to the children of Israel (Ex. 12:13). Christ's atoning sacrifice is the ground on which all the blessings of redemption are conferred upon the believer, for “without shedding of blood is no remission" (Heb. 9:22). The blood of Christ is referred to more frequently in the New Testament than either the death or the cross of Christ. 
The New Testament always speaks of the blood of Christ as exercising positive redemptive action. Nowhere does the blood of Christ defile. Only sin defiles. The blood is central in the work of salvation. It cleanses (1 John 1:7; Rev. 1:5). It justifies (Rom. 3:24, 25; 5:9). It reconciles (Eph. 2:13). It redeems (Eph. 1:7; Col. 1:14; Rev. 5:9). It sanctifies (Heb. 10:29; 13:12).

The foundation of Christ's work in heaven as high priest is His shed blood. The cross is the basis of all negotiation and redemptive activity. The blood provides the basis for all intercession in the heavenly sanctuary. 

The One Sacrifice: - The repentant sinner cannot appeal to anything else, for nothing else is available. Before God, men can plead only the merits of Christ's sinless life and His perfect sacrifice. The believer has nothing to offer in himself. There is only one avenue of forgiveness and victory over sin and that is Jesus Christ, the crucified. 
Jesus made this clear, “In truth, in very truth I tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood you can have no life in you. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood possesses eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood dwells continually in me and I dwell in him. as the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so he who eats me shall live because of me” (John 6: 53-57, N.E.B.).
Christ by His intercession declares that His sacrifice and the merits of His blood are always valid before God. Man's sins cry out for judgment. The blood of Christ proclaims forgiveness.  
“As Christ at His ascension appeared in the presence of God to plead His blood in behalf of penitent believers, so the priest in the daily ministration sprinkled the blood of the sacrifice in the holy place in the sinner's behalf.”—Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 357.

“The work of Christ in the sanctuary above, presenting His own blood each moment before the mercy seat, as He makes intercession for us, should have its full impression upon the heart, that we may realize the worth of each moment. Jesus ever liveth to make intercession for us; but one moment carelessly spent can never be recovered.”—The Faith I Live By, p. 205.
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